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UNITED STATES, December 5th, 1793. 
Gentlemen Y'*^ Senate, and of the House <?/RfiP«-ESENTATivB8. 
jJS the prefent/ituaiion of the fe^oeral nations of Europe, and efpectaÏÏy of thofé 
•" cvuith 'which the United States hoFue important relations, cantiat hut render tk 
ftate of things between them and us, matter ofintere/iing inquiry to the legiflature^ 
and may indeed gi've rife to deliberations, to ivhich thty alone are competent, Î 
ba<ve thought it my duty to commimcate to them, certain correfpondences, luhicb 
ha^ve taken place. 

The reprefentatlve and executive bodies of France ba<ve manifefted genenfUy^ a 
friendly attachment to this country, ha^ue gi'ven ^'vantages to our commerce and 
na<vigation, and ha^ve made overtures for placing thefe advantages on permanent 
ground-, a decree, hovoever, of the NaUonal Affembly, fubjeSitng vejfels laden 
ivith provijtons to be carried into their ports, and making enemv goods lawful prize 
in the njeffel of a friend, contrary to our treaty, though revoked at one time, as to 
the United States, has beenfmce extended to their vejfels alfo, as has been recently 
fluted to «/, Reprefentations on thefubje^ luiil be immediately ^*vefi in charge /• 
our minifier jhere, and the refultjhall be communicated to the legtjlature. 

It is <with extreme concern, I have to inform you, that the proceedings of thg 
ferfon, 'luhom they have unfortunately appointed their minifter plenipotentiaty here, 
ha<ve breathed nothing of the friendly fpirit of the nation, vjhichfent him 5 their 
tendency, on the contrary, has been to involve us in ivar abroad, and difcord and 
anarchy at home. So far as his aBs, or thofe of his agents, have threatened our 
immediate commitment in the war, or flagrant infult ta the authority of the lavus, 
their effeii has been counteraBed by the ordinary cognizance of the lavjs, and by 
an exertion of the ponders confided to me. Where their danger ivas not imminent, 
they' have ht en borne voith, from fentiments of regard to his nation j from afenfe 
of their friendjhip touoards us \ from a conviBion, that they vjould not fuffer us to 
remain long expofed to the aêîion of a perjon, ivko has fo little refpeSied our mutual 
difpc/itions ; ana, I -jjUI add, from a reliauce on the firmnefs of my felkvu citizens 
ia their principles of peace and order. 

In the mean time, I have refpeBed andpurfued the Jlipulations of our treaties^ 
according to vjhat I judged their true fenfe 5 and have nvithheld no aB of friend- 
jhip, ^ich tkiir affairs have called for, from us, and ivhichjujHce to others, left 
us free to perform, I have gone further -, rather than entptoy force for the rejiitution 
of certain veffels, which I deemed the Uiiited States bound to rejîore, I thought it 
more advifable to fatisfy the parties, by avovcing it to be rny opinion, ^that ifrejîi^ 
tution vjere not made, it ivould be incumbent on the United States to make compen- 
fation. The papers, now communicated, ^will more particularly apprife you of 
thefe 'tranfaâîons. 

The vexations and fpoUation underjiood to have been committed on our vejfels 
a7ii commerce, by the cruijers and officers offome of the belligerent powers, appeared 
to require attention. The proofs of thefe, hovoever, not having been brought for- 
r,vard, the dsfcription of citizen, fuppofed to have fuffered, were notified, that on 
fiirnifbing them to the executi<ve, due meafures <would he taken to obtain redrefs of 
the paft, and.more effeBual provifions againft the future. Should fuch documents 
he/umifked, proper reprefentations will be made thereon, with ajujî reliance on a 
redrefs proportio/ted to the exigency of the cafe. 
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€Tfe Britijb jgoveritmnt having underiaketit by orders to the commanders rfthdf 
mrmed <vefels, to re/hain, generally y our commerce, in com and other provijionst 
to their oivn forts, and thofe ofth^irfrienisy the inftruSions mnv communicated^ 
ixjere immediately fomuarded to our minijier at that court. In the mean time,/ome 
difcuffians on the fubjeâi took place hetiveen him and them : Thefe are alfo laid be- 
fore youy and I may expféi tç learn the refult of hisfpecicd injlru^iofu, fn time to 
n^ake it known to the legijlature, during their prefeni fejton. 

' Very early after the arri'ual of a Britifh minifier hercy mutual explanations on 
ifje inexécution of the treaty of peace, loere entered into, ^th that minijier j thefe 
are now laid before you, for your information. 

On theffibjeéls of mutual intereft betrjoeen this country and Spain, négociations 
emd conferences are non» depending, Thf public good requiring that the prefint 
fiatè of thefe fbould he made knofvon to the legijlaturey in confidence only, theyJhaU. 
he tbifvhjeii ofafeparate andfuhfequent communication, 

P"*; frjSHINCrON, 
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TRANSLATION. 

Philadelphia, May 22, 1793. 
t^iquîdation of the id year of the Frencli Republic. 

Debt of the United The Citizen Ge NET, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the 

States to FraBco» French Republic, to Mr. Jefferson, Secretary of 

State of the United States of America, 
Sir, 

THE executive council of the French Republic has leamt thrqugh my pre- 
decefibr, the Citizen Temant, the readinefs with which the government of 
the United States of America attended to the facilitation of the purchafes 
which that minifter was charged to make in the United States, on account of 
the French Republic ; as alfo the acquittal of the draughts of the colonies for 
which imperious circumflances obligied it to provide. The executive council, 
fir, has chai'ged me to exprefs to the American govemraent, the acknowledg- 
ment infpired by all the marks of friendship which it has given on this fub- 
jeft to tlie French nation j and to prove to it the reciprocity of our fentiraents, 
it has determined to give at once a great movement to the commerce of France 
with America, in drawing henceforth fron^ the United States the greatelt part 
of the fubfittence and ftores neceflary for the armies, filets and colonies of the 
French Republic. > < 

The executive council has entrufted me with the dfreftion of thefe great and 
ufjsfu) operations, and has given me particular powei-s comprehendai in the 
reports, and in the refolutions now eiiclofed, in virtue of which I am authorifed 
by the council and by the national treafuiy of France, to employ the fums of 
whifh the United States can effeft the paymenc (towards their debt to Franée) 
or thofe which I can procure on my perlbnal draughts, payable by the national . 
treafury, in purchafmg provifious, naval ftores, and in fulfilling other parti- 
cular feiTices, conformably to the orders which have been given to me by the 
minifter of the interior, of wai*, of the marine, and of foreign affairs. 

The government of the United States is too enlightened, not to perceive • 
the immenfe ^vantages which will refult from this meafure to the people of 
America, and I cannot doubt that, knowing the difHculties which different cir- 
cvç^ances might oppofe at this moment, to the execution of the preffing 
conrniiilions which have been given to me, if it ihould tiot facilitate to us ftill 
the receipt pf pew fums by anticipation, it will find in its wifdom, and in the 
reports now enclofed, of tlie minifter of the public contributions of Fnmce^ 
«cafures proper to anfwer our views, and to fatisfy our wants. 
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It docs not bdong' to me to judge if the Prcfident of the linked States, is in- 
vefted with powers fufiicient to accede to our recjuelî, without the concunience 
of the legiflative body : but I will permit myfelt, to obferve to. you, fir, that 
the laft anticipated payments, which took place, prove it, and that this que- 
ftion appears equally decided, by the aft of Congrefs, which authorifes* the ex- 
ecutive power not to change the order of the reimburfements of the foreign 
debt of the United States, unlefs it fliail find therein an evident ^vant^e. Now 
what advantage morefenfible can we oifer to you, than that of difcharginç your 
debt to us with your own produftions, without expoitine your cafli, without 
recurring to operations— the burthenfome operation of bankers ? It is fumifhing 
you, at the fame time, with the means of paying your debts, and of enriching 
your citizens j in ihort it is to raife the value of your produftions, and conle- 
quently of your lands, in eftabliftiing a neceflary competition between us and 
SL nation which has in a meafure refumcd with a great deal of ait and of facrifices, 
the monopoly of your own produftions. It is time, fir, that this commercial 
revolution, which I confider the completion of your immortal political revolu- 
tion, fliould accomplifh itlëlf in a iblid manner ; and France appears to me to 
be the only power which can operate this incalculable good. Sne defires it ar- 
dently. The wife arrangements of which I have noW given you an account, 
are tne proof of it. It remains then with your government tp fécond the 
views which are luggefted to us by our confiant friendfliip for our brethren thç 
Americans, and bv the defii-e we have to ftrengthen the bonds which unite us to 
them. It willbeapleafingduty to me, fir, to confoim myfelf in the adminiftration 
which is confided to me, to thefè fentiments gf the French nation, for all the 
United States j and in order that every one of them may participate in the ex- 
tenfion of our commercial relations, I will take care to di^ibute my purcha- 
ses among the difkrent fiâtes of the Uniou> as much as the natural produftions 
of their ibil and the nature of their commerce, will permit. ^ I will negleft no 
means, moreover, in order that the modes of purchale prefcribed to me, may 
enable, not only the American and French merchants, but alfo the land-bolder^ 
and faimen to take advantage of the benefits which may refult from our pur- 
chafes« 

G E N Ci T. 

Hi ■ m m Mm 

(Copy.) 

r»^^'' ' TRANSLATION. 

ilt.Keport. 

/CITIZEN Genet, Minifier of the French Republic to the United States of 

^^ America» has been charged by the provifory executive council, to folicit the 

American government, for the payment of the fums remaining due to France 

b;^ the faid fbtes, though ail the teims ftipiUated for the reimburfemcnt have not 

yet ej^ired. 

The provifory executive council wo-e led to this refolution, 

1. By theextenfive wants of the Republic, as well in fubfiftence for interior 
confumption, as for warlike llores and provilions required for the anny by lea 
and land. 

z. From the convemence with which a part of thefe dotes and provifions may 
be purchaièd in the different markets of the United States. 

3. From the advantage which the R(»ubltc would find in making thefè pur* 
chaf^ in, and with the monies arifmg mm the American debt. 

4. In fine, from the confideration that the United States might find it conve- 
nient to anticipate the iieiraburrements of the monies due to France, when they 
hereto be employed within themfelves in purchafmg the proiluftions of tlieir 
ibil. 
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In con^uence, the Citizeiv Genet has concerted with the fiiiniJIersof the in» 
terior, of war, of the marine, and of foreign affairs, in order to obtain a ftate- 
ment of the expenfes of their feveral dcpartrafents. According to this, the ftuidt 
tg be difpofedof by Citizen Genet, will amount to about Icventeen millions of 
livres tournois, a fum not equal to the whole of the balance due by the United 
States to France. 

But here two queftions arife with Citizen Genet— 

I ft. How to arrange the matter fo as that this fufti (hall be properly account- 
ed for in the national treafury, through which it ought to pafs T 

And luppofing, fecondly— That the purchafes of warlike ftorcs and provîfi- 
ons are indiipenfable, and ought to be made and expedited to France with cele- 
rity, the Minifter Genet defires to know how the money can be rephced, in 
cafe the American government ihovld refufe to anticipate the reimburiements ? 
Observations.—— ift. On the Canfiflency. 

Suppofing that the United States (hould confent to anticipate their reimburfe* 
mentb j they may do fo, in two ways-^ 

By fonantes* or bank notes for the fame term ; 

Or by ftate fecurities on intereft, and re'unburfable on a given term. 

The firft of thefe is accompaniai with no difficulty. The Minifter Genet 
will ftimifh his affignmeiits or notes on the treafury of the American govern- 
ment, for the warlike ftores and provifions, and other prefTmg wants, for expen- 
. fes relative to the fupport of Coni'uls — ^for extraordinary and fccret purpofe» of 
embaffy— and for viftualling and refitting veffels. ^ Thefe notes will be ftamp- 
ed by the department of the miniftiy upon the compatibility, of whom they will 
have been fumifiied*; the American treafury will return them into the French 
treafury, in payment of the debt of the United States 5 wlien they will be pafled 
to the credit of the faid ftates 5 and to the debit of each department of the mi- 
niftry whence they ifliied, or whole ftamp they bear, als a part of the funis 
allowed by the National Convention to each, for their expenfes. • 

The method in the fécond place, (hould be the fame, becauic the minifter Ge- 
net will not/ accept ftate fecurities of the American government, unlefs he can 
make ufe of them as ready money, of which he is to affure himfelf before the 
conclufion of any tranfanion on eitli«r iide. 

Then tlie receipts which the Minifter Genet will /umifti the American go- 
vernment, with the ftamp of the department for which their value fball havt 
been employed, ftiall have the fame ene£l with regard to this government and the 
French treafury, as if their value had been paid in fpecie. 

It might happen that the ftate fecurities which the Miniftei* Genet fhoUld re- 
ceive inftead of^ ready money, as above mentioned, may lofe fomething of their 
value by depreciation, but Uien this lofs is to be carried to the debit fide of the 
account, which the Minifter Genet will fiimifh, of the manner in which they 
fliall have been employed, for the departments of the interior, of wai*, of the 
marine, and of foreign aftairs^ * 

2d. Incafe the American g^vemment Jbùuld tmt confent to any anticipation in the 
payment of the debt of the United States to France^ 

There are but two methods to provide for this improbable contingency— if 
we can fnppofe that the United States have any intereft in acknowledging tho 
French Republic, and living on friendly terms with her. 

Evài admitting that we could not reckon on the good will of the United 
States, the fituation of the finances or the exceffive dearnefs of the metals, in 
comparifbn to notes, not permiting us to export a large fum of dollars to Aine- 
rica, we fhould be.obliged to make ufe of drafts on Europe : they muft be 
either on London and Amfterdam, by the heipbf a credit to be obtained for Cititen 
Genet, and of which he muft give iofçrauition in America^ or upon the natin 
©nal treafury of France itfelf» 
• giMj of Exchange. 
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The Englifh govefiiment having determined to make war onus, theiîrrf 
method cannot and ought not to be made ufe of. — It would be not only impoP 
fible to obtain a credit to the end of our operations, but it would be attended 
with great expenfe, from the low ftate of exchange occafioned by the war. The 
only refource then remaining, would be to fumim orders on the national trea- 
fuiy : but if thefe ihould enjoy the credit which they merit, there is reafon td 
believe, that the Americans would Itill pi'efer them for affignments of t^ie debt 
of the United States. So that it is veiy probable, that this means of manag- 
ing the matter in America, the bell the Republic is at prefent capable of 
devifmg, is that on which the executive council may with greateft latcty re- 
ly, unlefs the United States would wilh to render themfelves hnltile towards the 
Republic, which, from every appeaiance is unlikely to be the cafe. But it is . 
proper we fhould provide for every contingency, the' omiffion of which might 
cauie Citizen Genet embanaflment ; therefore, the minifter of public contribu- 
tions propofes to the provifory executive council the following 

DECISION. 

The national treafury will furnifti Citizen Genet with a declaration in writ- 
ing, authorizing him to employ agi-eeably to the orders of the mmifters of the 
intei'ior, of war, of the marine>.and foreign affairs, the fums he Ihall receive 
from the government of the United States, on account of the debt due to Francey 
or the complete balance thereof, as well principab as interelt, in conformity to 
the inllruclions given to Citizen Genet, on that lubjeft. 

The national treafury will authorize the Citizen Genet to funiift or caufe to» 
be furnifhed upon his banker, bills of exchange drawn at two months iight^ 
to tlie amount of the fums requifite for the paymtnt of fubfiftence, warlike ftores^ 
and other . expenfts of thoie minifters. The laid bills of exchange fliould be 
«anployed to make up the faid payments only in cafe Citizen Genet ihould not be 
able to do fo, either in whole or in part, with t)ie funds arifmg fromth« American 
debt, which he is .charged to negociate. 

And in fine, in order to induce the United States to make this reimburfemeht, 
in cale they fliould not be able to cffeft it, either in whole or in part, with fpc-i 
cie, the Citizen Genet is authorized to accept it from the American government 
in fuch flate notes, bearing interelt, as fliall be received at par, by the peribns to 
whom Citizen Cienet may have payments to make on accoimt of the Republic, 
Theonckrs which.Citizcn Genet fliall furnifti on the treafury of the United States, 
in exchange for fpecie or ftate notes, fliall carry in their faces the declaration of 
the department for which they fliall have been employed : the Treafurer of the 
United Statfcs, after dilcharging their amount, fliall fend them to the French 
treafiuy, where they will be received as fo much ready money, in difcharce of 
the debt of the United States, and as expenditures in part ot the fums allowed 
by the National Convention to the thi'ee departments defignated in the orders.^^ 
The bills of exchange on the national treafury, fliall in the fame manner bear 
the Itanip of the minifteriai department, for the expenfe of which thej' have 
been fumiflied, and fliall be charged by the national treafury, on account of the 
fum allowed by the National Convention to the faid department. 

The Citizen Genet fliall tranfmit to each minifter proper ftatements, fup- 

Sorted with vouchers, as well of the ufe made of the funds agreeably to his or- 
ers, as of the manner in which he fliall have procured them. 
In cafe the Citizen Genet fliall have received from the American government, 
bills or ftate fecurities in reimburfement of the debt of the United States, which 
jie could not pals without fonie facrifice j the lofs, in tliat cafe, fliall be confix 
4cped as pait of the expenfes of purchafe, tranfpqrtstion, or payments, coniided 
Ipkijh. 
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. Should the council ajsproye of this declfion, a copy thereof fhall be feftt td 
the Citizen Genet, certified by the fecretary-of the council, as well as the mi* 
«iltei'8 of the interior, of war, of the marine, and of foreign affairs. 
Paris, the zd January 1793.— /A^ %d year of the Refubhc, 

The prefent mémoire has been read and approved^ in the^rovifory executive 
council, the 4th of January, 1793- — in the 2d year of the Republic. 

The Secretary of the CounciL 

GROUVELLE. 
(Signed) Le Brun, 

Mtnifierfor Foreign Affaires^ 
I hereby certify, that the foregoing is a true copy from the original in mf 
joffeffion. — ^Philadelphia, I2d May, 1793-riin the fécond year of theRepublici 

The Minijier of the French Republic, 

GENET. 



TRANSLATION*. 

Extraâfrom the fegtfiers of the deliberations of the provtfory executive cotmcih 

of the 4/i January, 1 793» in the fécond year of the Republic, 
T^HE minifter for foreign affairs, having infonned that the citizen Genet* 
■■' appointed Minifter plenipotentiary, from the French Republic to the Con- 
grefs ot the United States or AWrica, and that it would be neceffary for thé 
council, to decide definitively on his .inftruftions for the fuUfibnent of hi» 
miflion. , 

The draft of the famé waâ accordingly read-^the council in adopting it, de- 
clares that the copy thereof for citizen Genet (hall be figned by the Prefidcnt, 
and countcr-figned by the Minifter for foreign affairs. 

After which the executive council, wifhing to detcnnine the form in which 
the full powers given to citizen Genet, (hall be exercifed relatively to the gene- 
ral direftion of confular bufmefs, according to the prefent ideas of the Mini- 
fter of the marine and of foreign affairs, who have obferved the necefTity of a. 
new organization of the confulates and vice-confulates in America, has con- 
fidered and reiblved on the following, which fhall ferve as inftruftions to Citi- 
zen Genet, for whatever may concern this part of his mifiion, and of which 
sdfo a copy figned by the Prefident of the council and counter-figned by the 
minifter of the marme, (hall be given him. Here follows the inftruétion con- 
cerning the general affairs of the confulates and vice confulates of North* 
America.* 

The executive council then took into confideration the particular miflion of 
Citizen Genet, Minifter plenipotentiary from the Republic of Frarice to thé 
Congrefs of the United States, on the lubject of négociation relative to thtt 
reimbiArfement of the fums due or that may become due of the debt due 
by the United States to the French Republic. An account was giveit 
or* the different difpofitions and fteps already taken for this purpofe. It 
was obferved that confidering the utility of applying the produft of the reim- 
burfements which may he effected through Congrefs, to the purchafe of war- 
like ftores and provifions, which it may be convenient to the Republic to pro- 
cure in the different markets of the United States 5 that the Citizen Gcnet^ 
bad concerted on this head with the minifters of the interior, oi war, of thé 
marine, and of foreign affairs, in order to determine the mafs of the funds» 
confided to him for thefe piu-chafes — but that feveral points occurred, whick ^ 
required to be definitively lèttled by the coUnfcil, either as to the forms of contr ^ 
fatibUity^ oi* the fupplying of any deficiency in thole funds, iii cafe the Ame« 

• This inftruéiion is depojited in the office oj the Minifier fw forei^ affairs, anà 
m c€Tt\fUd copiy thereof bos been delivered to Citizen Gemt. (7* 

B 
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fican government Should not realize its rdmburfi;ment$ In propqiticli tq the 
purchaiës made on account of the Republic. 

Whereupon theprovifory executive council, after having heard and difcuffed 
the reports and meafures prelbnted by the minifter of contributions, agree upon 
the following : 

. I ft. The Citizen Genet fhall be luthorifed to employ, agreeably to the orders 
of the miniftei- of the interior, of war, of the marine and foreign affairs, the . 
fums which may be paid to him oh account of the debt due by the United 
States, to France, or the whole reiraburfement thereof. 

2nd. In order to facilitate thefe reimburfements, the Citizen Genet, in cafe 
he fhall not be able to obtain them in fpecie, may accept them in fuch ftat'e- 
notes as fhall be remitted to him by the American goveniment, and received a» 
teady money, by the' perfons to whom Citizen Genet may have payments to • 
make on account of the Republic. 

3d. The orders which the Citizen Genet îhall fumifh upon the treafiiry of ' . ; 
the United States, in exchange for their value, fhall indicate the department 
on account of which they may be drawn. The treafury of the United State* ' 
after difcharging thefe orders, fhall jranfmlt tKem to the treafury of the French 
Republic, where they fhall be confidcred as fo much money, in difchargc of 
the debt of the United States, and as making a part of the lums placed by the 
National Convention, to the dffpofition of the miniûerial departments defig- 
nated in the oixlers, 

] 4th. In cafe the reimburfements of the United States, fliould not be çfïe^ed 
in time, or a fum fufHcient obtained — ^the Citizen Genet fhall be authorifed to 
furnifh on the general banker of the national treafury, bills of exchange, at 
two months fight, to the amount of the fums direéled to be employed by him 
ih the payment of provifions, wai'-lrike flores and other expenfes ordered by the 
iaid minifters. Thefe bills of exchange y as well as the orders, fhall be flamped 
with the name of the minifterial department, on account of which they fhall f 

have been fumifhed, in order that the national treafury may debit each, with 
the fum expended on its account. 

5th. The Citizen Genet fhall fumifh each minifter with a proper ftatemcnt, 
accompanied with vouchers in fupport of it, as well of the application of .the 
funds, confoiTOably to his orders, a» of the manner in which he fhall have ob» 
tained them. 

6th. In cafe the Citizen Genet fhall have received from the American go- 
, vemment, bills or ftate fecurities, (bons et état) in reimburfement of the debt of 
the United States, which he could not pafs without fbme facrifice, the lofs in j 

that cafe fhall be confidered as part of the expenfes of purchalès, tranfportation 
*)r payments confided to him. 

7th. A certified extrdift of this deliberation^ fhall be given to the commit- 
tee of the national treafury, to enable them to concur in expediting the above j 
mentioned arrangements j and in order thereto, to furnifh the Citizen Geoftt f 
with declarations and powers fufficient to enfure the fuccefs" of the important^ ^ I 
operations with which he is charged. 

Duplicate cofformable to the regifteff 
(Signed) Grouvelle, 

Secretary of the Council, 

I hereby certify that the aforegoing is a true copy from the original in my 
^flèffîon. 

7be Mifiijhrfrom the French Republic, to the United States of America, 

GENET. 
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- translation: 

Aiûeiican Debt, Report of the Minifier of public cofitrihiiimi^ m flm 

ad Report. liquidaiio/i of the Afnèrkan, Debt. 

THE approaching departure of the Citizen Genet, oa his embafly to th# 
United States of Ameyca, requires that the provifory executive council; 
fhpuld again take up the fubjea of the debt due by the United States to thô 
Republic of France. 

I have given information tp Citizen Genet of the offers made by ColoneP 
Smith of New- York, to procure to the Republic not only the rçimburiemc.it of 
what remains due from the United States, although not yet payable, but for 
the application of it, either for fupplies for the arpiy, or wheat, flour andfalted; 
prov^fions in augmentation of our internal fupplies. ♦ . - 

■- Colonel Smith has gone to Englaiyi, and ha». left no other accounts relative. 
to the operations he propofed to enter upon ; fo that all is reduced to the preli,- 
minai'ies of the négociation. . ^ 

Thefe preliminaries confift of a letter.from thçminifter of public contributron*; 
^ the 7th. of Novembet'lalt to Colonel. Smith, after, having been referred to thf 
«xecutive council. It coi^taina, •" , 

-ift. An extraft from the regifters., of the ccvmcil, approving the oiFers of 
Colonel Smith. 

ad. The account current of the United States with the French Republic, 
and that of the intereft of the i ft of January next. 

Sd.y "Statement of the lofs which the national treafury woujd (ufiain on the re- : 
iinburfements which it has received lioni the United States of America, if they 
are not held accountably for the diffei'cnc|: between the, aflignats v/hich it re- 
ceived and the fpecie. 

4th, An approbatioa of tlie reduélion. tp fteriing money of the fum due to thç 
Fmiçh Republic at 'the rate of 21s. or i guinea ior 15 hvres, loicus, French 
iponey, as Colonel Smith was to obtain it, which fum,con{ifting of the capital due, • 
of the intereft up to the ift of Januaiy next, and the lois on payments already- 
made, was to be paid at London. 

5. The approbation of the pi ice, and conditions on. which Colonel Smith 
offered to fumifti firelocks, dtiUverabie at Dunkii-k, agreeably tp famples to be 
lent there by him. 

I have tranfmitted a copy of all thefê papers to Citizen Genet, to whom the, 
account» will proyç uîëful m negociating the reimbunèmçnt ot the debt of the 
United States, and the lluns ai'ifing from the reimburfenient for the necefïlties of ' 
the Republic. 

The Citizen Genet will oluferve that the amoimt ' vyill have been, diminished on 
his arrival in the United States, if we calculate the advances ma.de by the federal 
treafurj, on the requisition of Citizen Ternant, to iatisfy the demands of cafli and • 
orovifions maiie at Philadelphia, by the adminiftrators of the Frtnch pait of St, • 
l)omingo ; advances which the federal trtafury will ci courfe count as 10 much 
of the balance due by the United State* to tiie Republic of France. 

Th| Citizen Genet afta\vards requefted inftru<5lions as well wltli refpçt^ to^ 
the conditions on which he ftiould accep:»thc reimburfement he hopes to obtain ■ 
from the American government, as to the employment of the iums which /hall be 
delivered to him. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There can be' no doubt but that the American governixient will be liberal to- 
wai'di France, and not reap a benefit from acquitting itfelf with aifi gnats. How- 
ever as a part of the debt yet unpaid, is not become duoj-and a law relative to the 
acquitment of this debt prefcribes to the executive power of Americ'd, not to 
anticipate any piment unlefs upon advantageous terms for the United States } it 
appears that tliis ought to be lulfiikd préviens to thvi executive'* catering int« 
a négociation. 



This is at Uaft the refult of a letter written by Secretary Ham il toft on the 7tli 
•t March laft, to the Citizen Teniant. He ohferves to that Ambaflador thai 
the lums lent by France, were borrowed in Holland ; that fix months elapfed 
between the time of obtaining the money at Amfterdam, and its receipt at the 
trealuiy in Ameiica j and that the interelt paid during that term was a dead lofs. 
But this lofs can have no relation to France. The interelt is due to her, from 
the moment of the payment, and payment was made the instant that the ndoney^ 
' tvas lodged at An^ittrdam to the difpofal of the Americans. 

This objeft does not appear then to give rife to any compenfation, and with- 
^out doubt the American treafury will think it proper to hold to the advantage the 
law requires for authorizing the anticipation of the payments, which the United 
States are obliged to make to France, 

The law does not fpecify this advantage. What fliould it be ? The employment 
•f the money on account of the French Republic within the United States, is » 
very great advantage for them, and this employment ariles from circumftance» 
which probably would no longer exift, if the American ti-eafury Aiould refufe 
to anticipate reimbuvfements. The advantage here is real ; it confifts not only 
în a confiderable exportation of American produce, which will be paid for with" 
thoie anticipate^ reimburfements 5 but alfo in the arrangements which the Ame- 
Tican government may take by means of ftate notes, negotiable in America itlelf, 
-T^ Ai-rangements which would relieve her from all financial operations in Europe, 
for the purpofe of acquitting themfelves cve|;i in France, where the United State* 
ftie obliged to make payment. 

•And the employment of thofe furas in America,. due to the French Republic, 
fo convenient to the United States in the prefent circumllances, would luit the 
convenience of the Republic. 

The minifter for foreign affairs has already ordered a purchafe of ^in, flour, 
ajid faked provifions to the value of 3,000,000 livres on account of the Ame- 
rican debt, and this purchaie could not be paid fpr mqre advantageoufly than i» 
this manner. 

It would be convenient to the Republic to give further commiflions for grain» 
rven to the amuimt of the balance due by the United States ; nor could this be 
blâmable, as every circumftance coitcurs in inviting theprovifory executive 
council to provide the Republic with large fupplies of provifions, and promptly, 
and whether in refpeft to tiie maiket or the payment, nothing could at this 
moment be more beneficial to America, and no money obtained eafier than th^ 
.with which the United States could pay us. 

The liim to be difpofed of, will not perhaps prove fo confiderable as ^were t» • 
be wiflied, confidering the wants of the French colonies, which undoubtedly 
"will have occafioned new demands to be made at Philadelphia, fince thole ac- 
quitted by the Citizen Temant, of the monies remitted to him by the federal 
treafùry,,as is ftated in his letter of the 9th of March. 

It remains to fpeak of the conditions on which the American government 
would exonerate itlèlf towards the Republic 5— thofe propofed by Secretary Ha^ 
milton, in his letter of the *3dof June, 1792, to the Miniftèr Plenipote^iary 
of France. 

He reminds us that it has already been apieed, between the French government 
and the United States, warlike ftores (mwiitiom) furnilhed, and the pajrments. 
made and to. be made in the United Stately, on . account of the debt due to 
France, Ihould be liquidated agreeably to the intrinfic value of the metals 
in the two countries. ' ' ' 

This agreement is the molt equitable that could poflibly be entered into, when 
we confider that France ihould be paid at her own treaiury, agi-eeably to the above 
. method of calculation, theexpenie of tranfportation of the metals from Ameri- . 
c^ to France, and the infurance. |Jut by anticipation of reipburiemtnt, thi^ 
àûntficaika, would be abandcnedv 
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Inconfeqticnceof this convention, Secrçtary Hariillton fixes the quantity rf 
mm gold and pure (ilver contained in a Louis and French crown : he compares 
them with the quantity of the fame matters contained agreeably to law in a dol- 
lar ; and concludes (errors in information or calculation excepted) that a French 
liirreis equal to eighteen 15-100 cents of money, equal to thehundredth part cf 
a dollar. 

It is upon this principle he propofes to convert our French livres into the doU 
lars, which will be delivered in the United States to the French agents autho- 
rized to tranfaft this bufinds. 

I think this reduftion "ftill more advantageous to the Republic, than the pro^ 
mife made by Colonel Smith, in cafe we ihould obtain anticipated reimburfe- 
ments. Be it as it may, we camiot refufe it j and doubtlefs Seci-etary Hamilton 
takes for granted, that all the articles of the account current, between the French 
Republic and the United States, will be turned into dollan agreeably to this 
ftandard. This account is in the poffeflion of Citizen Genet— it is neceflarf 
only to make it out in two columns on the debit and credit fides— to wit— an in- 
ner column for the French livres, and an outer column for the American dollars. 

The account of intereft (hould be made <witbout this — ^fixing an epoch pofte- 
rior to the ift of January, 1 793» for clofing the fame, after Uie arrival of Citi- 
zen Genet, which cannot be fo early as that date. 

Thus the account current, of which he is the beai'er, will ferve him only at 
a note fixing the dates and fums by which another account of capital and intereft 
may be ftiade out, and the convei*fion of each article therein, into dollars. Will do 
away the neceffity of an account of Jofles by exchange. The reimburfcments 
made and not comprifed in this account are to be added to it. 

This brings me to the obfervations which I was induced to make in reply to 
thofe of Citizen Genet, relative to the liquidation and reimburfement of the 
American debt, and therefore propofe to the council, the following 

DECISION, 

That the Citizen Genet, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Republic to the 
United States of America, be charged by the provifory executive council, to 
folicit from the American government the reimburfement of the balance remain- 
ing due, capital and intereit, by the United States to the French Republic, 

That he aflign as a reafon for thi§, the preffing neceflities of the Republic, 
occupied in the defence of its liberty apd independence, 39 the United States de-» 
fended theirs when this iiim was lent to thepi. 

That, as a law of the United States authorifes the federal government to 
make thefe reimburfements by anticipation only, in caie of an advantage refult- 
ing to the United States, by lo doing, the Citizen Oenet,promife to the govem^- 
ment, that tlie whole fuip dejivered to him> (hall be employed in the purchafe of 
liipplies the growth df the United States, purchafed and paid for withm the fame. 

That, as 3ie United States wilb tp reijnburfe what they owe to France, with- 
out reaping advantage therefrom in any manner, from the prefent ftate of ex- 
change, the Citizen Genet be authorized to confent to a converConof French 
livres into doUais, upon the rule fixed upon, viz-.-the quantity of pure gold 
and pure filver, contained in a Louis, ajid in a French crown, and in the Ameri- 
can dollars, agreeably to the lawb of both countries, fixing the value of thoie coins, 
^ That the Citizen Genet employ the fums he fliajl receive from the American 
gemment, agreeably tq the difpofitions for that purpofe vaadt- in concert be« 
tween the jninifters of war, of the marine, and of foreign affairs. 

And that certified' copies of this report, of the Qbfèi*vations, and of the deci^ 
' ion, fhall be tranfmitttd to the Citizen Genet, for his in(tru£lions. 

Read and approved^ in the provifory executive council at Paris, the 4th of 
Januaiy, 1 793 — ^in the %d year of the French Republic. 

M O N G £9 Fr^fidttit, 
hE BRUN, Miniflerfir Foràgn AJfain. 
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KadonalTrcafurf. TRANSLATION. 

Cdçjy of a letter nurltten by thg Commffumers of the National 
Jreafmy, tot be Prejtdent of tbs Profvifoty Executi*ve Council» 
Citizen President, 
YTÏ7 E have received the extraft which the provifory execiktive council have ad- 
^^ dreffed to us of thci^: deliberation of the 4th of the prefent month, bjs 
which the Citizen Genet, «[linifter from the Republic to the United' Stàtes.of 
America, is authorized to make ufe of therl'ums which the Congrefs may be 
able to pay of the debt due by the United States to France, or thofe which he 
may procure on his own notes, payable by the caftiier of the ISational Treafury, 
in jjurchafing provifions and warlike ftores agi-çeably to the orders which fhall 
be given him by the miniftçrs pf the interior, of war, of the marine, and of fo- 
reign affairs. . 

To concur as far as is in our power, and according to the intentions of the 
executive council, in forwarding the meafurcs pointed out in the deliberation, 
we have the honor to aflure you, Citizen Prefjdent,' that whatever fura lliall be 
fent to us in the namç of Congrefs, of the acquittances or orders fumiftied by 
' the Citizen Genet, to the treafurer of the United States, and indicating the de- 
partment of the French miniftry, for which he fhall have iflued them, we /hall 
immediately advife «le executive council thereof, in order that we may be en- 
abled to credit the American Congrefs, on account of their debt, for theii; 
«mount. 

Should the reîmburfements which Congrefs may make, prove infufficient to 
aniwcr the different purpofes required by the minifters or the Republic, and 
Citizen Genet, to fulfil his miflion, be obliged to re^ur to his own notes paya- 
ble at two nionths fight, upon Citizen Doyer, general calhier of the National 
treafury, we (hall examine when prcfented, and immediately refer them to the 
minifter, to whofe department they /hall relate, in order that in the intei-val be- 
tween their ejcamination and time of payment, the minifters may have the pro- 
per and regular authorities expedited tp authorize the payment. 

As our luHiftions are ûnconneéled in a dii'eft manner with the rainifters fent 
by the Republic ta the different governments, we conceive that this letter an- 
fwers the intentions manifefted by the executive council in articlç 7, of their 
deliberations, that we fhoifid concur in the difpofitions contained therein. Au- 
thenticated copies of this letter, expedited in the name of the executive council 
to the minifter Genet, will give him.fufficient afTurances, for his miffion. Ci- 
tizen. Prefident, of all the facility which can be derived from our concurrence. 
We are with refpeft. Sec, 

(Signed) By the Gommffioner^ of the National Treafury^ 

Lermina, Gaudin, Devaine, De la Fontaine, 

SaVELETE f. et DUTRAMBLAY. n 

Paris ^ 8 January, 1793, idyearoftbe French Republic, 
WE the underfigncd niinifters and members of the prcvifory executive coim- 
«1* of the French Republic, certify that the above are the fignatures of the 
tonmiiffioners of the national treafury of the republic, and that the letter under 
which they arc figned, was written in confequence of the nûffion given by us 
to Citizen Genet, Minifter Plenipotentiary from the Republic to the Congi-efs 
«f the United States, to endeavor the reimburfement of the debt due from the 
United States to France, and the pia-chafe of provifions in the feveral markets 
#f North America. 

Done in the Provifory Executive Council at Paris, the 1 7th of Januaiy, 
1 79 3, in the ad year of the French Republic. 

T^he meinbers compofing the Provifory Executive Council, 
(Signed) Claviere, le Brun, Pache, Roland, Monge, Garat. 
I. hereby certify, that the aforegoing is a true copy from the original in my 
jcffefBpn. . 

The Minifter Plenifoteniiary from the French Republic , to the 
¥ fated States of America, 
(Copy) GENET, 
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'TRANSLATIOlSt. 

Philadelphia, May «3 J, f^^p 
ad year of the RepuJ^lic. 
ite Citizen Genei, Miràjîer plempBtentiary^-of the French RefubHc, to' Mr, Jefi 
ferfony Secretafy of ft ate for the United States, 
S I R, 
QlNGLE, againft innumerable hordes of tyrants and flaves; who menace he? 
"^ rifing liberty, the French nation would have a right to reclaim the obligati- 
ons impofed on the United States, by the treaties (he has contrafted with them, 
and which (he has cemented With her blood 5 but ih'oDg in the greatnefs of hef 
means, and of the power of her principles not lefs redoubtable to her enemies, 
than theviftoribus ami which (heoppofes to their rage, (he comes, in the very 
time when the emiflaries of our common enemies are making ufelefs efforts to 
neutralize the gratitude, — -1:0 damp the zeal, — -to weaken or cloud the view of 
of your feIlow-citi??ms ;— (he comes, I fay,—- that generous nation 5--that faithful- 
friend, to labour (lill to increafe the pfofperityjand add to the happinefs which 
(lie is pleafed to fee them enjoy. 

' The obftacles raifed with intentions hoftiie to liberty, by tlïfc perfidious 
niinifters of defpotifin;— the obftacles whofe objeft was to ftop the rapid- pro^ 
• grcfs of the commerce of the Americans, and the extenfion of their principles, 
exiii no more. The French Rep\iblic, feeing in them but brothers, has opened 
to them by the decrees now enclofed, all her ports in the two worlds ;— has 
granted them all the favors which her own citizens enjoy in her vaft poiTeffions;— 
has invited them to participate the benefits of her navigation, in granting to 
their vefTels the fame rights as to her own;— and has charged me to propole to 
your government, to eftablifh in a true fainily compa6l, that is in a national 
compaft, the liberal and fraternal bails, on which (he wi(hes to fee raifed the 
. conimercial and political fyltem of two people, all whofe iijterefts are con- 
founded. . ' 

I am invefted, (ir, with the powers neceflfaiy to undertake this important 
négociation of whidi the fad annals of humanity, offer ho example before 
the brilliant «ra at length opening on it. 

GENET. 



T Jl ANSLATION. 
Decree of the National Convention, of i^th February, i793> -zdyear 

of the French Republic, r^lati*ve to produce exported and imported in Anierican 

'vejfelsy to the Colonies or to France, 
'T^HE National Convention, after having heard the report of the committee of 
general defence — Decrees as follows : 

Art: I . That all the ports of the French Colonies be open to vefTcls of the 
United States of America. 

Art. 2. That all produce exported or imported in American vefFels on going 
•ut or entering in the Colonies or in France, pay the fame duties as that borne 
by French veffels. 

Art. 3. That the executive council be authorized to take proper raeafures 
that the ftates with whom the Republic are at war, do not reap any benefit fixwm 
the advantages gi-anted to friendly powers. 

Art. 4. That the exeaitlve power, negociate with the Congrefs of the United 
States, to obtain in favour of the French raerchantij ^ like rcSuélion of the du- 
ties granted by the prefent law to American merchants, and thereby more clofely 
•ement the benevolent ties which unite the two nations. 

Art. 5. That the law of the 20th of Augufl, 1790, be fufpcnded 5 and that 
Veffels laden with merchandize of the Eaft-Indies, itiay be at liberty to land ia 
any port of the Republic; during the war j Mid that thofe which (hall bç Izèsm 
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With the produftlont of the Ifle of France, and of Bourbon, iiall henceforwaffl 
tnjoy the fame privilege. 

The National Convention has fufpended the law of the 1 5th of May, 1791. 
vhich inhibited the Americans from introducing, felling and arming their vel&lt 
in France, and frgm enjoying all the advantages allowed to thole built in the 
Ihip-yard» of the Republic. 

Certified to be conformable to the decree of the National Convention of 



franct. 



7bi Mittijier PUmpotentiary ofthf French Republic. 
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Philadelphia, Mayiçth, 1793. 
Jfr. Jefferfon^ Secretary of State^ to M. Temant, Mimfter Plenipotentiary of 

France^ 
Sir, 
TT AVING received feveral memorials from - the Britiih minifter, on fubjeftt 
"f^ arifing out of the preloit war, I take the liberty of- enclofing them to youj 
and ihall »ld an explanation of the determinations of the government thei-eom 
'tliefe \nll lerve to vindicate the principles on which it is meant to proceed, and 
which are to be applied with impartiality to the proceedings of both parties < 
They will form> therefore, as far as they go, a rule of a^lion for them and 
for us. 

. In one of thefe memorials^ it is ftated, that arms and militaiy accoutrements 
are now buying up by a French agent in this country, with ai) intent to export 
them to France. We have anfwered that our citizens have always been free to 
make, vend and expert arms : that it is the confiant occupation and livelihood 
of fome of them. To fupprefs their callings, the only means perhaps of their 
fubfiftance, becaufe a war exifts in foreign and diftant countries, in which we 
have no concern, would fcarceiy be expelled. It would be hard in principle and 
impoiTible iii praftice. The* law of nations, therefore, refpe6Ung the rights of 
tho|e at peace, has not required from them fuch an internal derangement in 
theu* occupations. It is fatisfied with the external penalty pronounced in the 
Preiideht^s proclamation, that of confiféation of fuch portion of thefe arms as 
ihall fall into the hands of any of the belligerent powers, on their way to thtf 
ports of their enemies. To this penalty our citizens are warned that they will 
be abandoned, and that the purchafes of arms here, may work no inequality 
between the parties at war, the liberty to make them will be enjoyed equally 
by both. 

Another of thefe memorials, complains that the conful of France, at 
Charlefton, has condemned as legal prize, a Britifli veflel captured by a French 
frigate, obfcrving that this judicial aft is not warranted by the ufuage of na- 
tions, nor by the ftipulations exifting between the United States and France* 
It is true that it is not ib warranted, nor yet by any law of the land, and that " 
therefore it is a mere nullity, can be refpe^ed in no court j nqake no p^rt in 
the title to the veiTel, nor give to the purchafer any other fecurity than what he 
would have had without it ; that confequently it ought to give no concern to 
any perfon interefted in the fate of the veflel. While we have confidered this 
to be the proper anfwer, a», between us and Greatr^ritain j between us and 
Fi*ance, it is an a6l to which we cannot but be attentive. An afliimption of 
jurifdi6lion by an officer of a foreign power, in cafeî> which have not been per- 
mited by the nation within whofe limits it has been exercifed, could not be 
deemed an aél of indifference. We have not full evidence that the cafe has 
kappened 3 but pa fuch an hypothefis, while wc ihould be difpofed t« view i$* 
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In tliis iifftance^ at an error in judgment in the pârticiilar officer» We ftiouM 
rely, lir, that you would interpofe emcacioufly to prevent a repetition of thé 
«rror by liitn, or any other of the confuls of your nation. 

Our information is not perfe6l on the fubjeft-matter of another of thefè 
memorialâ, which ftates that a veffei has been fitted out at Chariefton> manned 
thtre, and partly too with citiztns of the United States, received a comniiffioa 
there to cniize againft nations at peace with us, and has taken and fent a Britifli 
veflM into this port. Without taking all thefe fa6l» for granted, we huve not 
hefitated to exprefs cur higheft difaj>probation of the coadu6l of any of our 
citizens, who may perlbnaliy engage m comiuitting hoftilitie^ at fea, againft any 
of the nations, parties to the prelènt war j to declare that if the caic has hap* 
pened,orthat ftiould it happen, we will eiert ail the means with which the laws, 
and conltltution have armed us, to difcover fuch offenders and bring them to con- 
dign punifliment. And that the like conduft fhall be oblerved, fliould the like 
caterprizes be attempted againft your nation, I am authoriied to give you the moft 
unrelèrved aiTurances. Our friehdihip for all the parties at war j our defire to 
purfue ourfelves tliepath of peace, as the only one leading furely to prqfperity, 
and our wifh to preferve the morals ' of our citizens from being vitiated by 
courfes of lawiels plunder rnd murder, are a fecurity that om* proceedings in 
this refpeft, will be with good faith, fervor, and vigilance. The arming uf 
men and veflels within our territory, and without conlent or confultation on 
our part, to wage war on nations with which we are in peace j are afts, which 
1-ve will not gratuitoufly impute to the public authority of France : they are 
ftated indeed Nyith pofitivenefs in one of the memorials, but our unwiliingnef* 
to believe that the French nation could be wanting in refpeft or friend/hip to us 
on any ocafion, fufpends our aflt^nt to, and concluiions upon thefe flatanents, 
till furtlier evidence. There is ftill a further point in this memorial, to which 
no anlwer has yet been given. 

The capture of the Britifh fhip Grange, by the French frigate, l'Embuftade, 
within the Delawye, has been the lUbjec^ of^ a former letter to you. On full 
and mature confideration, the government deems the capture to have been im- 
queftionably within its jurifdif^ion, and that according to the rules of neutraJi- 
ty« and the protection it owes to all perfons while within its limits, it is bound 
to (ëe that the crew be liberated, and the veffei and cargo reftored to their former 
owners. The Attorney-General of the United States, has made a ftatement of 
the grounds of this determination, a copy of which I have the honor to cHcIofc 
you. I ana in confequence charged by the Prefident of the United States, to 
exprefs to you his expectation, and at the fame time, hin confidence that you will 
be pleafed to take immediate and effeflual meafures for having the fhip Gi-angé 
and her cargo, reftored to the Britiih owners, and the perfoni» taken'on board herj, 
fet at liberty, - 

I am perfuaded, (ir, you will be fenfible on mature conèderatîon, that in 
forming thefe determinations, the government of th« United States, has liftened 
to nothina but the diftates of immutable juftice s they, coniider the rigorous 
cxercife of that virtue, as the foreft means of prefemng pcrfeft hsajnony bç?^ 
^reea the United Statss and the powers at war. 

I have the honor to be, 

With fentiments of great refped^. 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient and 
moft humble fervant, 

thi Jefferson; 
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Tïtf "fîUorneyGeniral if îht VnUed S taies y has the honor of fuhmHting U ûc Surttoty 

ofjiate, his opinion concerning tbefeizure of tkejbip Grange^ 
. THE ESSENTIAL FACTS ARE, 

X HAT the river Delaware takes if s rife within the limits of the United States. 

That in the whole of itsdcfcent to the Atlantic Ocean, it is covered on eacli 
âde by the territory of the United States : 

That froip tide-water, to the diftance of about fmy miles, from the. Atlantic 
Ccean, it is called the river Delaware : 

That at this diftance from the lea, it widens and affumes the name of the Bay 
of Delaware, which it retains to. the month : 

That its mouth is formed by the capes Henlopen and May ; the former belong- 
to the ftate of Delaware in property and jurifdiâios ; the latter to the {late of 
New-Jerfey. 

That the Delaware does not lead from the fea to the dominwns of any foreign 
nation: 

That from the eftablifhment of the Britifh provinces on the banks of the De-- 
laware to the American revolution, it was deemed the peculiar navigatipn of th« 
Britiih empire : , 

That by the treaty of Paris on the 3d day of September, 1785, his Britannic 
Majefty relinquiihéd, with the privity of France, the fovereignty of thofe pro- 
▼ince§, as well as of the other provinces and colonics : 

And that the Gmnge was arretted in the Delaware, tvitbin the capes y before ihe 
had reached the fea, after her departure ff om the port of Philadelphia. 

It is a principle, firm in reafon, fupported by the civilians, and tacitly approved 
in the document, tranfmitted by the French minifter, that to attack an enemy in 
SI neutral territory is abfolutely unlawful. 

Hence the inquiry is reduced ta this ilmple form, whether the place of feizurb 
was in the territory of the United States ? ^ 

From a queftioa originating under the foregoing circnmftances, is obvioufly and 
prope;'ly excluded, every confideratidn of a dominion over thtfea. The folidity 
of our neutral right, does not depend, in this Cafe, on any of. the various diftances, 
claimed on that element, by different nations, pofTeffîng the^ neighbouring ihore* 
But if it did, the fiçld would probably be found more extenfivc, and more fa- 
vourable to our demand, than is fuppofcd by the document, above referred to. For 
the necejary or natural law of nations, unchanged as it is, in this inftance, by^any 
compaâ or other obUgation of the United States, will perhaps when combined 
with the treaty of Paris in 1783, juftify us in attaching to our coafts an^xtcnt 
into the fea, beyond the reach of cannon ihot. 

In like manner is excluded every confideratton, how far the fpot of feizurtf 
' was- capable of* being defended by the United States. For, although it will not 
be conceded, that ^his could not be done ; yet will it rather appear, that the mur 
tual rights of the ftates of New-Jerfey and Delaware, up' to/ the middle of the 
river, fupercede the neceffity of fuch an inveHigation. , 

No. The corner (tone of of our claim is, âiat the United States are proprie- 
tors ojF the laad& on^both fides of the Delaware, from its head to its entrance inta 
the fea- -, " 

The high Ocean, tn general, it is true, is unfqfceptible of becoming property. 
It is a gift of nature, manifeftly deftined for the ufe of all mankind — inexhaiiftible 
in its benefits — not admitting metes and bounds. But rivers may be appropriated ; 
becaufathe reverfe is their fituation. Were they open to all the world, they would 
prove tne inlets of perpetual difturbance and difcord ; would foon be rendered 
barren by the number of. thofe, who would fhare in their produéls ; and moreover 
xnaybe defined. 

" A river, confidered merely as fuch, is the property of the people, through 
"^hofe lands it flows, «r of him under whofe juriiUiâioQ that people is.'' Grot. 
V.a. c. %. £ xa. 
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. •* Rivera pîght be held în property! though neither where they rife, nor where 
«ley difcharge themfelve» be within our territor)', but they join to both, or tlie fea. 
It isfufficient for us, that the larger part of water, that is, the fides, is fout up 
in our banks, and that the river, in refpedfc of our land, is itfelf fmall and infig* 
nificant** Grot.b. «. c. 3. f. 7, and Barbcgroe, in his note fubjoins, that neither 
<jf thofe is neceffary. 

" Rivers may be the property of whole ftates '* Pu(F. b. 3. c. 3. f. 4, 

** To render a thing, capable of being appropriated, it is not ftriAly néceflV.ry, 
that we (hould indofe it, or be able to inclofe it within artificial bounds, or fuch 
as are diifcrent from its own fubftance ;it is fufficicnt if the compafs and extent 
of it can be any way determined. And therefore Grotius hath given himfelf a 
necdiefs trouble, when, to prove rivers, capable of property, he uft*th this argu-» 
ment, that although they .are bounded by the land at neither end, but united to 
the other rivers or the leaj yet it is enough, that the greater part of them, that 
is, their fides, arc enclofed. Puff. b. 4. c. 5. f. 3. 

" When a nation takes poffeflion of a country in order to fettle there, it pof» 
fcfles every thing included in it, as lands, lakes, rivers," &c. Vattel, b^ i. Cé 
aa. f. 266. 

To this lift might be added Bynkerfliock and Selden. But the difTertation of the 
former, de dominio maris, cannot be quoted with advantage in detachment ; and 
the authority of the latter on this heiad may, in the judgment of fome, partake 
too much of aifeâion for the hypothefis of marc claufum. As Selden, however, 
iinks in influence on this queftion ; fo muft Grotius rife, who contended for the 
mare liberum; and his accurate commentator, Rutherforth, confirms his principlei 
îû the following pafTagc, " A nation, by fettling upon any tX9£t of land, which at 
the time of fuch fettlement hadno other owner, acquires, in refpe^k of all other 
nations, an exclufive right of full or abfolute property, not only in the land, but 
m the waters liltewife, that are included within the land, fuch as rivers, pools, 
creeks or bays. The abfolute property of a nation, in what it has rhus feized upon, 
is its right of territory, a Ruth. b. î. c. 9. f. 6. ' 

Congrefs tpo have aÂed on thefe ideas, when, in thcix collc<Slion-laws, they 
afcribe to ^ftate the rivers, wholly within that flate. 

It woijld feem, howe\ er, that the fpot of feizure is attempted to be withdrawn 
fromth^ protedlion of thefe refpeâable authorities, as being in the Bay of Dela- 
ware, infteadof the I^iver Delaware. 

. . Wiio cat! ferioufly doubt^the identity of the River and Bay of Delaware ? How» 
©fteû are different portions of the fame ftream denominated differently ? Thi* is 
fometimes accidental ; fomctimes for no other purpofe, than to aflift the intercourfe 
betweeri man and man, by eafy diftinftions of fpace. Arc not this River and this 
Bay fed by the fame fprings from the land, and the fame tides' from the ocean ? 
Are not both doubly flanked by the territory of the United States ^ Have any local 
laws at any tiipe provided variable arrangements for the River and the Bay f Has 
fiot the jurifdiéliôn of the contiguous ftates been exercifed equally on both ? 

But fuppofc that the River was dried up, and the Bay alone remaine<i, Grotiu» 
continues the argument of the 7th fcdion, of the 3d chapter, of the 2d book above 
cited, in the following words : 

** By this inftance it feems to appear, that the property and dominion of the f$a 
might belong to him, who is in poifelfion of the lands on both fides, though it be 
open above, as a gulph, or above and below, as a ftreight ; providçd it is not fo 
great apart of the fea, that, when compared with the lands on both fides, it cannot 
be fuppofed to be fome part of them. And now, what is thus lawful to one ki^g 
or people, may be alfo lawful to two or three, if they have a mind to take polTcffiori 
of a fea, thus enclofed within their lands; for 'tis in this manner, that a river, 
which feparates two nations, has firft been poffeffed by both, and then divided*' 

•• The gulphs and channels, cr arms of the fea are, according to the regular 
çourfe, fuppofed to belong to the people, with whofe lands they arc encompaJTcd." 
Puff. b. 4. c. 5, f. 8, , . 
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Vaîîi!, în 1). s» tît. îf p, 685, of his commentary on the marine «r^omMipce of^ 
Tximçe, virtually acknowledges, that particular fcaa may be appropriate^. After 
Jireviewing the conteft between Grotius and Sddcn, he fays, " S'il ($çlden) s'en 
fjit donc tenu là, ou plutôt, s'il eût diflihgué Tocean des mers particuliers, et 
même dans l'océan, l'étendue de mer, qui doit être cenfeé appartenir aux fouvcrain^ 
des côtes, qui en font baignées, fa viàoire eût été complctte/' J 

Thefe remarks may be enforced by afldng, what nation can be injured in itt 
fights, by the Delaware being appropriated to the United States? And to whaU- 
i^gree may not the United States be injured, on the contrary ground ? It commu- 
picates with no foreign dominion ; no foreign nation has, ever before, exaâed 9, 
Community of right in it, as if it were a main fea : Under the former and prefent 
governmentSrthe cjcclufive jurifdidion has been afiferted ; by the very firft colledion 
law of the United St^^tes, paffed in 1789, the county of Cape May, which include! 
Cape May itfelf, and all the waters th^rçof, theretofore within the jurifdidion of 
the ftate of New-Jerfey, are comprehended . in the diftriâ of Bridgetown ; the 
^hole of the ftate of Delaware, reaching to Cape Henlopen,, is made ope diftriâ ; 
nay, unlefs thef(^pofitions can be maintained, the bay of Chefapeake, which, ii| 
the fame law, is fo fully alTumed to be within the United States, and which, for 
the length of the Virginia territory, isfubjed to the procefs of feveral counties t» 
any extent^ will become a rendezvous to all the world, without any poDHble con^^ 
trol from the United States. Nor will the evil flop here. It will require but an-i 
other Ihort hn^ in the procefs of reafoning, to difappropriate the mouths of fome of 
our moft importapt rivers. If, as Vattel inclines to think in the 294th feâion of 
his firft book) the Romans were free to appropriate the Mediterranean, merely 
becaufe they fecured, by one fingle ftroke, the immenfe range of their coaft ; how 
much ftronger muft the vindication of the United States be, fnouM they adopt max-i 
ims for prohibiting foreigners from gaining, without permiifion, accefs into the 
Jieart of their couqtry. 

This mquiry might be enlarged })y a minute difcpffion of the practice of foreign 
nations in fuch circumftances. But I pafs it by; becaufi^ the United States, in the 
commencement of their career, ought not to be precipitate iq declaring their ap-. 
probation of ahy-^fages, (the precifefaâs concerning which we may not thorough- 
ly underftand) uittil thofe ufages (hall have grown into principles, and are incorpo^ 
rated into the' law of nations ; and becaufe no ufage has ever been accepted, while]; 
ikakes the foregoing principles. 

The conclufion then i», that the Grange has.been feized on neutral ground, if 
|]ii$be.admitted| the duty ariiiii? from the illegal aâ:, is reftitution. 

- . flDM: R A N D O L PHi 

.Mat i-f» ï793f 

ï* R A N S L A T I O N. 

Philadelphia, May a7th. 1793, 
•Twe *d year of the Republic of Franpe. 
(Skixen Qettet Mlmfter Plempotintiarj qftb^ Republic ofFrance^ to Mr. J^erfott^ 
Secretary cf State ofiJss. Uniie.d States^ 
Sir, 
\^Y predeccflbr has delivered to me the letter vs4iich you wrote to him th^ 
^^ 15th of this month, communicating to iiim fundry memorials of th& 
Britift) minifter, and the decifions which the American government has take» 
#n the complaints of this mini Iter. , 

The firit of thefe complaints which yoiv report in your letter, Sir, is not 
founded in faft j I have no knowledge of the purchale of the arms in queftion, 
and at all events the reply you have made to Mr. Hammond would convincq 
him of the nullity of his obfervations, if they bad been difVattd by good faith j 
but it is probable that this ftep has no other objeft but to prepare, diplo- 
IBaticaliy, pretext to the Englilh (hips of war t^ 6*bjc6l A«JÇric2^ vefllrU evq^^ 
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trader the ftiadow of their modeft neutrality, to arbitraiy vîfîts and dctentba*. 

The fécond complaint of tlie Envoy of George III. Sir, is founded on the 
laic of the prizes fent into the port of Charlefton,by the Embufcade frigate, be- 
longing to the Republic of France. 

I fliall call to my aid only fa£ls and vsry plain reafoning in replying to Mr. 
lîapimond's reprefentations on this point. 

The treaty of commerce of 1 77.8, authorizes exclufively all the veflels of war 
French or Anjerican, armed by the two ftates or by individuals, to condutfl: 
freely, wherever they pleafe the prizes they (hall have made of their enemies, 
without being fubjeflei either to admiralty or any other duties, without" alfo the 
faid vefTels or the faid prize* entering the ports of France or of America, being 
ijtopped or feized, or the officers of the places being pennitted to take cognisance 
çff the validity of the faid prizes. 

This privilege is interdifted to the enemies of either of the two nations which 
Aall be at war,tne two contracting parties having exprel'sly engaged not to pennit 
any foreign privateer, having a çomrriiffion fi om a prince or power at war with 
one of the two nations, to ai-m their veflels in the ports of one of the two parties, 
or to fell there the prizes they fhall have taken, or in any other manner to difchargc 
the veflels, merchandizes or any part of their cargoes. Tliefe privileges which 
the two nations have reierved to tlienifelves exclufively, thefe levere and clearly 
defined reftri6î:ioris agaînft their common enemies, evidently prove that in virtue 
of the treaties which! have cited, we alone have at prefent the right of bringing 
our prizes into the American ports, and of there doing with them as we pieale, as 
property on the validity of which the civil or judiciaiy officers of the United 
States havenothingto 4p;^s long as the laws of the United States are not infringed. 
It is in order to acquire information on this important fubjeft that the publicity 
of the fale of prizes authorized by the confulai- officers of the Republic is neceflary ; 
and if in the fulfilment of thi§ duty prefcribed by.friendftiip, and our i-efpeft lor 
the law of nations, the Çonfu) of the French Republic at Charlelton has made 
ufeof fome formality or expreffiion, fronj which it might be inferred that he aiTO. 
gated to himfelf jurifdiélion unceded by the treaties and laws of the United 
States 5 I /hail take care, Sir, that tiiis error be avoided for the fiiture, and 
that all proceedings r^^lative to the fale of our prizes, conformably to the fpirit 
pf the treaty, bear the flamp of a particular national tranlaC^ion, and of theplaim 
and real alienation of a property ac<juired by the laws of war, acknowledged t»- 
be legal by the officers of the French nation. 

Tlie thuxi complaint made to your goyemment, fir, by the Engliib mînifter, 
}s relative tp the arimmepts which havç taken place at Charlelton, under the flag 
of the French RcpuMc. The American government, fir, has given a new 
Jïi'oof of it$ wildom, a^it} of its confidence in cur ientimciits, not blhidly to ad- 
mit the affertions of Mi^/ IJammond. In reply to this I fhall ftill confine myfelf 
to fafts. It is certaiiv that lèverai veflels have been armed at Charicfton, that 
they have received florin me cpmmiffions of the Republic, agi'eeabie to the form* 
J have had the honor to communicate to you, and that thefe veflels, difpatched 
to fea >yith great celerity, have made ^any prizes, haveconderanetl to inaftion, 
ty the terror which they have fpread among the Englifli, almofl all .the failQr$ 
and veflels of that nation, which were in the ports ot the United States, and hy 
their fuccefs have very lenfibly i-aifed the freight of Araericaû veffels j I grant' 
that this mufl be difpleafing to Mr. Hammond, to hiç court and to his friends, 
})ut that is not the matter in qusltion. 

I ought by a fincere expol^tion of my condu6l to put ypu in a capacity t# 
judge whether I have encroached on the lovereignty of the American nation, its 
laws and its principles of government.- 

The veflels armed at Charleflon belong to French houfes ; they are command* 
«(1 9Pd canned by French citii^ëiis^ or by Americans; who^ at the moment tht^ 



«tered the fervlcc of France, in order to defend their brothers and their friend»,, 
knew only the treaties and the laws of the United State», no article of wfuch 
impo^ on thçm the painful injunélipn of abandoning us in the midft of the 
dangers which furround us. 

It is then evident, Sir, that thefc armaments cannot be matter of offence in the 
citizens of the United States ; and that thofe who are on board of our veiTels 
have renounced the immediate protection of their countiy, on taking part 
with us. 

It is neceTary however to examinie whether the French houfes of Charlefton 
might arm the veffels which belonged to them. I fubmitted this quefticn to the 
Governor of South-Carolina, betore the delivery of the letters of marque to 
our .privateers. I reminded him that liberty cpnfifted in doing what the laws 
did not prohibit, that I believed no law exifted which could deprive the French 
citizens in the ports of the United States, of the privilege of putting their veffels 
in a ftate of defence, of taking in time cf war new commifllons, and of lerving 
their country by caufmg them to cruize out of the United States, on the veffels 
of their enemy.— Nor indeed were there any which gave to the government 
the right of fubmitting the particular operations of merchants to a ftate inqui- 
fition, and that it appeared to me that it could neither authorize nor hinder 
the faid armaments* His opinion appeared to correfpond with mine, and our 
veffels put to fea in fpight of all the intrigues which the partizans of England 
put into aélion to oppofe it. 

This is the tmth. Sir, this is the conduft, I dare to call it refpe^lable, which 
I have followed, and I know toç well the equitable fentiments ot the federal go- 
vernment not to deliver myfelf to the pleahng hope of feeing it return from the 
^rft irapreffions which the ^reports of the Minifter of England appear, to have 
made on it. 

The laft point which remains to be fpoken of. Sir, is relative to the capture 
of the Englifh (hip Grange, by the Embufcade frigate. 

The learned conclufions of the Attomey-Generai of the United States," and 
the delibeiations of the American govemment, have been on this fubjeÂ the 
rule of my conduCl. I have caufed the prize to be given up j and although of 
confiderable value, my brave brethren, the feamen of the Embufcade have readily 
concurred in a meafure, which I reprefented to them, as a proper mean to con- 
vince the American govemment, of our deference and of our friendihip. 

The French republicans, Sir, know the duties which nations owe to one 
smother: enlightened on the rights of man, they have juft ideas of the general 
laws of fociety comprifed under the common denomination of the Upw of nations t 
(droit dit gens) informed with refpeft to the interefts of their country, they know 
how todiftinguiih its enemies and its friends, and you may affure the Amen can 
govemment, that colleftively and individually, they will Icize every occafion of 
fliewing to the fovereign people of the United States, their refpeft for their laws, 
and their fincere dcfire to maintain with them the mpll perfe^ harmony. 

GENET. 



Phjladelpr|;a, jth June^ 1793. 
ifr. yefftrfotiy Secretary of State, to i!4>. Genet^ Minifer Plenipotentiary of. Frajice, 
Sir, ' 

IN my letter of May i5th,*'to M. de Tcmant, your predcceffor, after ftating th« 
anfwers which had been given to the fevcral memorials of the Britifli minifter, 
of May 8th, it was obfcrved that a part remained ftill vnanfwercd, of that which 
refpcded the fitting out armed veffels in Charlefton, to cruife againft nations with 
whom we were at peace. 

In a converfation which I had afterwards the honor of holding with you, 1 ob- 
fervcd that one of thofe armed veffel», the Citoyen Genet, had come into this port 
#ith a prize, that the Preftdent had thereupon, taken the cafe ipto further cpnii- 
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deration ; and Act tnatufe confultation and delibemîoi!!, #K8 of opîaVai', that 
the anning and equipping vefiels in the potts of the United States, to cruife agalnft 
hâtions with whom they are at peace, was incompatible with the territorial fove- 
reignty of. the United States ; that it made them inftrumental to the annopnce 
.of thofe nations, and thereby tended to compromit their peac^, and that ha 
thought it neceifary as an evidence of good faith to them, as well as a proper re- 
paration to the fovcreignty of the country, that thç armed vefiels of this defcrip^- 
tion, ihould depart from the ports of the United States. 

The letter of the a 7th inftant, with which you have honored me, has been laid 
' before the Prefident, and that part of it, which contains your obfervations on thiir 
fubjeét has been particularly attended to. The refpeét dpe to lyhatever come« 
from you, friendlhip for the French nation, and juftice to all, have induced him 
to re-examine the fùbjeél, and particularly to ^ivc to your reprefentations thereoir, 
the tonfideration they defervedly claim. After fully weighing again, however, 
all the principles and circumftances of the cafe, the refult appear« ftill to be, tjiat 
it is the right of every nation to prohibit aâs of fovereignty from being exercifed 
Iff any other within its limits ; and the duty of a neut^ nation to prohibit fuch siÈ- 
would injure one of the warring powers ; that the granting military commiffion», 
within the United States by any other authority than their own, is an infringement 
on their foverei^ty, and particularly fo, when granted to their own citizens, to 
lead thent to .commit aéls contrary to the duties they owe their own country î 
that the departure of vefTels, thus illegally equipped, from the ports of the United 
States, will be but an acknowledgment of rcfpeâ, analogous to the breach of it,. 
ivhiie it is neceffary on their part, as an evidence of their faithful neutrality. On 
thcfe conûderations, fir, the Prefident thinks that the United States owe it t» 
thcmfelves, and to the nations in their friendlhip, to expeâ this aék of reparation 
on the part of veffels, marked in their very equipment with o£Feace to the laws o£ 
the land, of which the law of nations makes an integral part. 

The expreflions of very friendly fentiment, which we have already had the 
fatisfadion of receiving from you, leave no room to doubt that the cobclufion of 
the Prefident, being thus made known to you, thefe veffels will be permitted f 
^Ive BO further umbrage, by (heir prefence in the ports of the United States. 
I have the honor to be, 

Withfentiments of pcrfe<a efteem and rcfped, 
^ Sir, 
^ Your moft obedient, and 
mod humble fervant, 

Th: J E F F E R S O N* 

T R A N S JL A T I O N. 

Philadelpria» 8 ^une, 1793» 
sd year of the French 'Republic. 
The Mintfer of the Refubiic of France^ to the Secretary nf State of^ Unittd St^Oer*: 
Sir, 

I HAVE feen with pain, by your letter of the 5A of this month, that the Pre- 
fident of the United States perfifts in thinking that a nation at war had not diC 
right of giving commiffions of war, to thofe of its veffeh which may be in the porfet 
<>f a neutral nation; this being, inhk opinion, an aâ offovereighty. * 

I confefs to you. Sir, that this opinion appears to me contrary to the princlpld 
«f 'natural right; to the ufages of nations; to the connexions which unite us ; and 
even to the Prefident's proclamation. 

The right of arming, Sir, for the purpofe of its defence, and repelling tmjuftag- 
grelfions, in my opinion, may be exercifed by a nation at war, in a neutral ftate; 
unlefs by treaty, or particular laws of this (bte, that right be confined to a fingle 
nation, friend or ally, and exprefsly interdiâed to others. This is exaâly the cafe 
in which we are. The United States, friends of the French, their allies and gua- 
taatceiB of their poffd&o&s in Asisricaj hare permitted them to enter arued» asi 
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jMiiaîn In their pOt^ to brmg there their prîzeê, to repair m tkem, to equip^ii^ 
them, whilft they have ei^refsly refufed this privilege to their enemies. The in- 
tention of the United States has been to facilitate to us the means of proteâing, e£* 
ficacioufly, our commerce, and of defending our pofTeiiions in America, fo ufeful 
to our mutual profperity ; and as long as the ilates, affembled in Congrefs, fhall not. 
have determined that this folemn engagement ihould not be performed, no one h^ 
«right to fliackle' our operations," and to annul their tffetSt, by hindering thofe of 
our marines, who may be in the American ports, to take advantage of the com- 
tniifions "which the French government has charged me to give them, authorifmg 
them to defend themfelves, and fulfil, if they find sUi opportunity, all the duties o( 
citizens againft the enemies of the flate. Befides, Sir, at all times, like commif- 
fions, during a war, have been delivered to our veiTels. The ofiicers of the marine 
tra^fmit them to them, in France, and the confuls, m foreign countries ; and it i» 
in virtue of this ufage, which no power has ever thought of regarding aa an aâ of 
fovereignty, that the executive council has fent here fiich commiffions. 

However, Sir, always animated with the defire of maintaining the good harmo* 
ny which fo happily fubfifts between our two countries, I have infiruâed the con- 
fuls not to grant letters^ but to the captains, who fhall obligate themfelves, under 
oath and fecurity, to refpeâ the territory of the United States, and the political 
opinions of their Prefident, until the reprefentatives of the fovereign (hall have' con- 
firmed or'rejetâed them. This is all that the American government can exped 
from our deference ; every thing that pafies out of the waters of the United States^ 
.not coming within their cognizance. 

Itrefults from this note, Sir, that the commiflions tranfinitted in virtue of the 
orders of the executive council of the Republic of France, to the French veffels in 
the ports of the United States, are merely an authority to atm themfelves, founded 
upon the natural right and confiant ufage of France; that thefe commifiions hav& 
been expedited at all times, in the like circumftances ; that their diftribtition cannot 
beconfidered but as an aâof confular adminiflration, and not of fbvereigniy ; and 
that every obftrudion by the government of the United States, to the arming of 
French veffels, muâ be an attempt on the rights of man, upon which repofe the 
independence and laws of the United States ; a violation of the ties which unite the 
people of France and of America; and even a maniféfi conCradiâion of the fyflem 
of neutrality of the Prefident: For, in fa<5t, if our merchant veffels, or others, are 
not allowed to arm themfelves, when the French alone are refitting the league of 
all the tyrants againfl: the liberty of the people, they will be expofed to inevitable 
ruin in going out of the ports of the United States, which is certainly not the in- 
tention of the people of America. Their fraternal voice has refounded from every 
quarter around me, and their accents are not equivocal — they are pure as the heart» 
of thofe by whom they are expreffed,and the mere they have touched my fenfibiliy, 
the niore they muft intereft in the happinefs of America, the nation I reprelcnt ;— 
the more I wifli. Sir, that the federal government fliouldobferve, as far as in their 
gower, the public engagements contraSed by both nations; and that by this gene- 
rous and prudent condud, they will give at Icaft to the world, the example oCa 
tnie neutrality, which does not confift in the cowardly abandonment of their friends 
in the moment when danger menaces them, but in adhering ftridly, if they can do 
»o better, to the obligations they have contraâed with them. It is by fuch prc>. 
•ec^gs, that they will render themfelves refpeâable to all powers ; that they wifl^ 
Jirefecve titeir friends^ aad de&rve t» augment their number. 

» E N K T-. 
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TRANisLATlOK. 

PtlïLADÈLPUIA, ift 7</«tf, 1793, 

ad year of the Republic of France. 

Ttbe Citlien Genet^ Minljlsr plenipotentiary of the Republic of France^ 'with the United 

States J to Mr, Jej^erfon fcretary ofjlate of the United States. 

'Sir, "^ 

I HAVE this moment been informed, that two officers In the fervice of the Re- 
public of France, Citizen Gideon Hcnficld and John Singletary, have been 
arreiled on board the privateer of the French Republic, the Citizen Genet, and 
conduced to prifon. The crime laid to their charge ; the crime v^rhich my mind 
cannot conceive, an4 which my pen almoft refufcs to ftate, is the ferving àl 
France, and defending with her children the common and glorious caufe of liberty. 
Being ignorant of any pofitive law, or treaty, whicii deprives Americans of 
this privilege, and authorifes oflScers of police arbitrarily to take mariners, in the 
fervice of France, from on board their veiîels, I call upon your intervention, fir, 
and that of the Prefident of the United States, in order to obtîiin the immediate 
releafement of the above mentioned officers, who have acquired by the fcnt^menta 
animating them, and by the aci of their engagement, anterior to every acft to 
the contrary, the right of French citizens, if they have loft that of American 
citizens. I renew at the fame time, fir, the requifition wjiich I made in favour* 
•f another French officer detained for the fame caufe, and for the fame objedt. 

GENET. 



Philadïlphia, June ift, 1793. 

^r» y^Jferfotti Secretary of flate^ to iWr. Genety Minifler plenipotentiary of France" 
Sir, 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 27th of May, on the 
fubjecSl of Gideon Henfield, a citizen of the United States, engaged on board an 
armed veflel in the fervice of France. It has been laid before the Prefident, and 
referred to the Attorney-General of the United States, for his opinion on the 
Matter of law, and I have now the honor of enclofing you a copy of that opinion. 
Mr. , Henfield appears to be in the Cuftody of the civil magiftrate, over whofc 
proceedings the executive has no controul. The a(5t with which he is charged, 
will be examined by a jury of his Countrymen, in the prefence of judges of learn- 
ing and integrity ^ and if it is not contrary to the laws of the land, no doubt need 
be entertained that his cafe will iflue accordingly. The forms of the law involve' 
certain neceffary delays, of which however, he will afluredly experience none but . 
what are neceffary. 

/ I have the honor to be. 

With fentiments of perfedl efteem and refpeâ:. 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fervant. 

Tii: JEFFERSON. . 
f. S. After turhingtiraèove, T tvas honored tviti your mote on the fubjcB of Single-* 
f^ryy on ivhicb it is in my power to fay nothing more than in that of Henfield, 

^he Attorney peneralof the United States has the honour of fubmitting to the Secretary of 
Jlatey the following opinion on the cafe of Gideon Henfield^ tu reprefenicdhy the Minifer 
' vf France. . ' 

ift.TTmay wellbc doubted how far the Minifter of France has a right to inter- 
X fere. Henfield is a citizen of the United States ; and it is unufual at leaft» 
that a foreign power fiiould interfere in a queftion whether as a citizen, a man K5» 
been guilty of a drime ? Nor can an authority be derived from Henfield being" 
under the proteâion of a French Republic ; becaufe being ftiU a citizen, he is 
«nxnable to the laws» which operate on citizent, and the very aâ, by whidi k» 

D 
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fs faî4 to have heen taken under fuch proteâion, î^a violation ot the fovereîgnty 
of the United States. If he be innocçnt he will be fafe in the hands of his counr^ 
trymen : if guilty the refpedt due by one nation to the decrees of another, de- 
mands that they be acquiefced in. 

ad. But Henfield is punifliable, becaufe treaties are thefopremc bw of the land ; 
and by treaties with three of the powers at war with France, it is ftipulated^ that 
there Ihall be a peace between their fubjeéts and the citizens of the United States» 

3d. He is indiétable at the common law, becaufe his conduél: comes within the 
defcription of difturbing the peace of the United States. 

Edm: RANDOLPH, 

A% 30, 1793. 

- « 

T R A N S L A T 1 O N. 

Philadelphia, 14th June, 1793. 
ad year of the Republic. 
^Tîtf Citizen Genet, Mtnifier ef the Republic of France, to Mr. Jefferfon, fecretary of 
Jlate of the United States, 
Sir, 

YOU will fee by the papers hereto annexed, that hi contempt of the treatie» 
which unite theFrcQch and Americans; that in contempt of the law of na- 
lîons) civil and judiciary officers of the United States, have permitted themielvc* 
to flop at Philadelphia the fale of vcffels taken by an armed French Galiot, and at 
JNew-York, have oppofed the failing of a French veffel commiffioned by the ex- 
ecutive council of the Republi/c of France. I requeft you, fir, to inform the 
Prefident of the United States, of thcfe -fàéts, to let him know that they have 
nfed his name in committing thofe infraâions of the laws and treaties of the 
United States ; and engage him to develope in the prefent circumftances, all the 
authority which the people of the United States have confided to him, to inforce. 
the execution of the laws and treaties. 

Not doubting, fir, the purity of the ^refident's fentiments, I hope to obtain 

, immediately from the aid of his good offices and energy, reftitution, with dama- 
ges and intereft, of the French prizes arretted ajid feized at Philadelphia, by aâ 
incompetent judge, under an oi^er which I ought to believe not genuine ; and 
the like reftitution, with damages and interefl;, of the VeffeU ftopped and fei2ed 
at New- York. 

It is through the intervention of the public minifters, that ajBFairs, of the nature- 
which pr oduce my prefent complaints and reclamations, ought to be treated. Aa 
the reprefentative of a people, generous and confident in their friends, I have 
already given proofs of thé fentiments with which they are animated, in caufing 
to be reftored, without examination, on the requifition of the federal govern- 
ment, the Englîïh fliip Grange, taken by a veffel of the Republic. I fliall in ^11 
my conduét fliew an equal deference : but at the lame time, fir, I fiiould expéét 
from your government all the fuflport which I at prefent ftand- in need of, to de- 
fend in the bofom of the United States, the interefts, the rights and the dignity of 
the French nation, which perfons on whom time will do us juftice, are laboring 

^ iecretly to mifreprefent. 

GENET. 



TRANSLATION. 

THIS day, they June, 1793, in the ad year of the Republic of France, before 
us Francis Dupont, conful of the faîd Republic, àt Philadeipliia, appeared the 
citizen Pierre Barrière, agent ad hoc of the fliip WilUamy and of the brigantine 
Active, taken Ijy the galiot the Citizen Genet, captain Johanen, who has declared» 
that this day, at 11 o'clock, A. M. being occupied in the fale of the cargo of the 
Ihip Pf^Uliam, a deputy marflial of the court of admiralty of the United States, for 
the diftrid of Pennfylva&ia, prefented himfelf to him, where he was making the 
i^Mç» on fVar4t/f w^f» |>rçtending that the faid ihip William^ and her cargo^ 
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yrtrc fcizcd by the faîd court of admMty, wifliing, m confcquencc, to ftpp the fale, 
"which wa» neverthelefs continued, the appearer havipg conceived that the admiralty 
could not, in any manner whateveri meddle in this buûnefs, agreeably to the cyth 
article of the treaty of commerce between france and the United States. Notwith- 
ilanding, to the great prejudice of the interefted in the fàle8,the faid deputy marihal 
of the admiralty difcouraged the bidders, and^even fufpended their bidding, leading 
.them to believe that the falc of the fàid veffels was not valid ; "vvhenc« it refulted 
tha^ they (old below their value. However, the fale of thccargo being made, the 
îaid agent proceeded to that of the brigantine ; but as foon as he commenced, the 
fald deputy marihal again forbid the continuance, which lead féveral perfons prefeiits 
into an error, fuppoUng that the feizure extended to the brig. Aêîhe^ as well as the 
ihip William ; whence it refulted, that the faid brigahtine*did not fell for more 
than a third of her real value, having been eftimated worth. £. 600. The appearer, 
having afterwards proceeded to the fale of the Ihip IVilliamy the laid deputy mar- 
ihal again, in the name of the aforefaid court of admiralty, forbid it ; whence has alfo 
refulted a confiderable lofs to the interefted in the faid prize, which was ftruck out 
at only £. joo, which does not amount to one fourth of her value. — In confequencc 
of which, the faid appearer protefts for all dapnages and interefts accrued, and to 
accrue, againft the faid coUrt of ^admiralty — thofe who have fet on foot this profe- 
cution, and generally againft all thofe whom it may concern, being therein fully 
' juftifiedby the tenor of the treaties : — Of all which the faid appearer has requefted 
of us an ad,, and has figned with us, the day and year above written. 

Frois. DUPONT. 
Pierre Barrière. 

Compîired by us. Chancellor of the Confulate of the Republic of France, with 
the original depofited in the Chancery, the 8 June, 1793, ad year of the French 
Republic. J. Bre. L E M A I R E. 

We, Conful of the Republic of France, at Philadelphia, certify and atteft, to 
whom it may concern, that citizçn J. Bre. Lemaire, who has figned the above ex- 
^aéfc, is our Chancellor, to wliofe fignature faith fliould be given, as well in as out^ 
.•f judgment. 

In teftimony whereof, we have figned the prefcnt, and have caufcd to be 
^(R> afïixcd thereto the feal of the Confulate, at Philadelphia, the 8 June, 
;|l. s.|; 1793, ad year qI the Republic of France. 
^^ Prois. DUPONT. 

New- York, ^tii June^ J793- 
' ad year of the French Republic. 

Sir, , 

I HAVE juft been informed, that laft night a French veffel, armed for war, and 
ready to hoilt fail, has been arretted by authority, and that even the captain 
lias not been permitted to go on board. This ftrange ufe of public force, againfl: 
the citizens of a friendly nation, wjio affemble here to go and defend their bre- 
thren, is a fignal violation of the laws of neutrality, which I cannot impute but 
to a mifconception, which your attention, ind your equity, will not fail to redify, 
as fooD as you (hall be informed of it. 

I require, fir, the authority -with which' you are clothed, to caufe to be render- 
ed to Frenchmen, and allies ; and I muft add to freemen, of whatever nation 
they may be, the liberty of flying to the fuccour of their country. It is not in 
ja country where Frenchmen ha^^e fpilt their Hood, in the caufe of humanity, that 
^ they ought to find in the laws obftacles, to their following yet again the moft 
jplesifing of their propeufitics and to fulfil the moft facred of thefr duties. 

H A U T E R I V E, 
'Conful of the Frenib Rehubifc^^ Nrm-TorU 
JTi ibi Governor of tUfaU of Ne-wTork. 
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Confiilatc ol 
New-York. 

■\Yr£ Alexander Hautcrlvc, conful of the Republic of France, to the United 
V V States, at New- York, certify that in confcqucnce of a requifition made by 
US to the mayor of New- York, and to the Governor of the ftate of the fame 
name, dat^d 9th June current, to obtain a replevy of tlie detention made by au- 
thority in this port, of a French vcffel called the Republican, belonging to JLouit 
Alexis Hochquct Caritat, and commanded by the Citizen Orfet. The Governor 
of thefaid ftate replied to us by a letter under his fignature, that it was in con- 
formity^to the injuniS^ion of the Prcfident of the United States, that he had or- 
dered a detachment of militia of this ftate to detain the faid veffel, until the 
Prcfident of the United States fliould be informed of the circumftances of the ^âf, 
vpon which vc have delivered to him, ?.n aâ certified and figned by us. 
Done at New- York, the loth June 1793. 

2d year of the Republic of France. HAUTERIVE,. 

Co::ful of the Republic of France at Ne,'w~Tort, 



PniLAHELPHlA, yutie IJtby 1793. 
^r. yrferforii Secretary of State, to Mr, Ccnct, Minif.er Plentpotentiary of France, 
Sir, 

I SHALL now have the honor of anfwering your letter of the 8th infiant, and 
fo much of Û\zt of the 14th, (both of which have been laid before the Prefident) 
as relates to a vcflel armed in the port ef New- York, and Kbout to depart from 
thence, but ftoppcd by crdçr of the government ; and here I beg leave to premife, 
that the cafe fuppofed in your letter, of a veflel arming merely for her own defence, 
' and to rbpel unjuft aggreffions, is not that in queftion, nor that on which I mean 
to anfwer ; becaufe, not having yet happened, as far as is known to the govern- 
ment, I have po inftrydions on the fubjcdl. The cafe in qi^eftion, is that of a 
vciFcl armed, equipped and manned, in a port of thé Unittd States, for the pur- 
pofe of committing hoftilitics on nations at peace with the United States. 

A^ foon as it was perceived, that fuch euterprizes would be attempted, orders to 
prevent them, were difpatched to all the ftates and ports of the union- In confe- 
" quencc of thcfc, the governor of New- York, receiving information that a floop, 
• heretofore called the Polly, now the Republican, was fitting out, arming and 
manning, in the port of New- York, for the cxprcfs and fole purpofe of cruifing 
againft certain nations with whom we are at peace, that fhe had taken her guns and 
ammunition aboard, and was on the point of departure, fei:çed the vcfTel. That 
the governor was not mifrakenin the previous indications of her object, appears by 
the fubfequcnt avowal of the citizen Hauterive, conful of France at that port, who, 
ift a letter to thcgyvernor, reclaims her, a§* " Un yaifleau arm>5 en guerre et prêt 




dont vcns êtes revêtu, pour faire rendre à des Francois, à des allies, &c. la liberté 
de l'oL-r au fcours de leur f^cArie.*^ This tranfaélion being reported to the Prcfident, 
• orders were immediately fent to deliver over the veffel, and the pcrfons concerned 
in tl.c cn:;crprize, to the tribunals of the country; that if the aél was of thofe for- 
bidden by the law, it ivX^x be puniftied, if it was not forbidden, it might be fo de- 
clared, and all ycrfons apprized of what they might or might not do. 

This we havj rcafon to believe is the true ftate of the cafe, and it is a repetition of 
that v/hich was the Ulhjccî: of my letter of the 5th inftant, which animadverted not 

Translation -7^^ passages Jn letter /o Mr. Genet. Tfth June 1793. 

* " A 'Vi'JTcl izrin.d for xvar^ and ready in put tofea^ 

t " Thisjlrar.ge tfc of public force a^a'vjt the citizens of a friendly nation -who are 
united icrc'y in order to go in defence of their brothers.'^ 

:f " / rejuire, fr, the authority icHb tvrich you are vfied^ to caufe to be rendered ($ 
frencL/;.e:t, tc allia ^ Istc, tie liicrty of flyingto the Aiccour of, their country," 
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merely on the fingle faéfc of tjie granting commiffiona of war, by one nation, withim 
the territory of another ; but on^the aggregate of the fads ; for it ftates the opinion of 
the Prcfident to be,that " The arming and equipping veffels in the ports of the tjnitéd 
States, to cruife againft nations with whom they are at peace, was incompatible with 
the fovereignty of the United States; that it made them inftrumentalto the annoyance 
of thofe nations,and thereby tended to commit their peace." — And this opinion isftill 
conceived to be not contrary to the principles of natural law ; the ufage of nations ; 
the engagements which unite the two people ; nor the proclamation of the Prefident, 
as you feem to think. -— ' 

Surely not a fy liable can be found in the laft mentioned inftrument, permitting the 
preparation of hoftilities in the ports of the United States. Its objedl was to enjoin on 
our citizens " a friendly condudl towards all the belligerent powers ;'* but a prepara- 
tion of hoftilities, isthereverfeof this. 

None of the engagements in our treaties, ftipulate this permiffion. The XVII 
article of that of commerce, permits the armed veffels of either party to enter the 
ports of the other, and to depart with their prizes freely : but the entry of an armed 
veffel into a port, is one adî: ; the equipping a vcffel in that )>ort, arming her, man- 
ning her, ^is a different one, and not engaged by any article of the treaty. 

You think, Sir, that this opinion is alfo contrary to the law of nature, and ufagc 
of nations. We are of opinion it is dictated by that law and ufage ; and this had been 
very maturely enquired' into before it was adopted as a principle of conduél. But 
we will not affume the exclufive right of faying what that law and ufage is. Let ut 
appeal to enlightened and difinterefted judges. None is more fo than Vattel. He fays, 
1. 3, f. 104, § " Tant qu'un peuple neutre veut jouir furcment de cet état il doit mon- 
trer en toutes chofes une exade impartialité entre ceux qui fe ifont la guerre. Car s*il 
favorife l'un au prejudice de l'autre il ne pourra a pas fe plaindre, quand celui-ci le 
traitera comme adherent et aflbcié de ftfn ennemi^. Sa neutralit^é feroit une neutralité 
frauduleufe, dont perfonne ne veut être la dupe. — ^Voyons donc en quoi confille cette 
impartialité qu'un peuple neutre doit garder. 

Elle fe rapporte uniquement à ia guerre, & comprend deux chofes. i. Ne point 
donner de feccours quand on n*y eft pas obligé ; ne fournir librement ni troupes ni 
armes, ni munitions, ni rien de fe qui fert direâement à la guerre. Je àis ne ^oint 
<ionncr defecours et non pas en donner également ; car il feroit abfurde qu'un état fecourut 
. en même teras deux ennemis. Et puis il feroit impoffible de le faire avec égalité, le» 
mêmes chofel le même nombre de troupes, la même quantité d'armes de munitions, 
&c. fournies en des circonftances différente» ; ne forment plus des fecours equivalens, 
&c." If the neutral power may not, confiftent with its neutrality, furnifh men to 
cither party, for their aid in war, as little can cither enrol them in the neutral terri- 
tory, by the law of nations. Wolf, f. 11 74, fays || " Puifque le droit de lever dc» 
foldats eft un droit de majefté qui ne peut être violé par une nation étrangère^ il n'eft 
pas permis de kver des foldats fur le territoire d'autrui fans le confentement Su mai- 

§ As long as a neuter nation voifset to enjoy this Jttuatton tvitb certainty y it ought tè 
Jheii) in every things an exaêl impartiality^ betiveen thofe nvboare at ivar* For if it fa- 
vor the one to the prejudice of the ether, it cannot complain ivhen that other Jhall treat it 
as an adherent and affqciate • of its enemy» Its neutrality ivould be a fraudulent one^ of 
nvhicb none ivould he the dupe- Let us fee then ivhcrein conjifls that impartiality nvbich a 
neutral people ought to obferve. 

Xt regards ivar only, and comprehends tzvo things, I^. To give no fuccour ivhen not 
êbliged thereto i not to furnifh freely, either troops, arms, ammunition or any thing ivbick 
direâily ferves for ivar. I fay, to give no fuccour and not to give it equally : for it 
ivould be abfurd in a fate to fuccour tivo enemies at the fume time. And befides it ivould 
he impoffihle to do it ivith equality, the fame thiçgs, the fame number of troops, the fame 
quantity of arms, ammunition, \Sfc, furnifheJ in different circumfances, are no longer equiva* 
lent fuccour s y > 

Il " Since a right of raifing foldiers is a right of majefy, ivhich cannot be violated by 
foreign naticn, it is fiot permitted* fo rafe foldiers on the territory of another, uoitbout thâ 
fonfent of it^fovereign'' 
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Me du tcmtoir<^/' And Vattcl, before cited, 1. 3, f. Ijil " ^c droit dc lever âeÈ 
fqldats appartenant 1lmquemc^t à la nation 011 au fouveraiu, perfontie ne peut en cri-* 
Toiler en pays étranger lans la permilfion du fouverain ceux qui entreprenent d'^nga- 
f;er des foldata en pays étranger fans la permiffion du fouverain et en gpeneral qui- 
conque débauche les fujets d'autrui, viole un des droits les plus facrcs du prince & de 
la nation. C'eft le crime qu'on appelle plahiat ou vol ô'honmie. ïl'n eft aucun état 
policé qui ne le punife tr.ès févérpment, &c. ' For I chufe «to refer you to the paf- 
lagc, rather than follow it through all its developments. The teftimony of thefc 
and other writers on the law and ufage of nations, with your own juft reflexions on 
them, will fatisfy you that the United States, in prolybiting all the belligerent pow« 
«rs from equipping, arming and manning veflels of war in meir ports, have cxercifed 
a right and a duty with juftice, and with great moderation. By our treaties with 
feveral of |,he belligerent powers^ which are a part of the laws of our land, we have 
cftabliflied a ftile of peace with them. Bift without appealing to treaties, We are at 
peace with them all by the la-yve of hature; for, by nature's law, man is at peace 
with man, till fome aggrcfiion is committed, which, by the fimie law, anthoriiea 
one to deftroy another, as his enemy. For our citizens then to commit murders and 
depredations on the members of nations at peace with us, or to combine ta do it, ap- 
peared to the e;t.ecutive, and to thofe whom they confulted, as much againft the lawi 
of the land as to murder or rob, or combine to murder or rob, its own citizens ; and a» 
much to require puntfliment, if done within their limits, where they have a territorial 
iurildiâion, or on the hig}i feas, where they have a perfonal jurifdiâion, that is to 
Jay, one which reaches their own citizens only ; this being an appropriate part of 
rach nation on an element where all have a common jurifdidion. So fay our laws, 
.as we underftand thepi ourfelves. To them the appeal is made — arid whether wc 
have conftrued them well or ill, the conftitutional judges will decide. Till that 
decifion Ihall be obtained, the goverpment of the United States muft purfuc what 
they think right, with firmnels, as is their duty. On the firft attempt that was 
made, the Prefident was defirous of involving in the cenfures of the law, as few at 
might be. Such of 1 the individuals only therefore, as were citizens of the United 
States, wjre fingled out for profecution. But this fécond attempt being, after full 
knowledge of what had been done on the firft, and indicating a difpofition to go on 
in oppofition to the laws, they are to take their courfe againft all perfons concerned» 
Vhether citizens or aliens ; the latter, while within our jurifdiétion, and enjoying 
the proteâionofthelaws, being bound to obedience to them, a^id to avoid difturb* 
anccs of our peace within, ora<Ss which would commit it without, equally asciti** 
:»cn»arc. 

I have thehonor to be, with fentiments of great rcfpcA and efteens, • 
Sir, 
.Your moft obedient, ^ 

And moft humble fçrvant, 

Th:JEFF*ËRSON. 

PuiLdDELPfilA, 22d June^ X793- 

%d year of the Republic 
The Citizen Cenety Mimpr Plenipateni'tary of ibe Republic pf Franccy to Mr, Jefferfin^ 
^ > Secreian of State of the United States, 

Sir, 

DISCUSSIONS are ihort, when matters are taken upon their true principle*. 
Let us explain ourfelves as republicans. Let us not lower ourfelves to the 

f " The right of raiftng foldlers belonging only to the nation or its favereign^no one can 
^rol them in ^a foreign country 'iviihout the permifion of the fi^tereign, Thofe tvho imder^ 
4ake to engage foldiers in a foreign country ^ uithoùt pefmijioh of the fwereign-^and m gene^ 
^i •wbomfoen>er corrupts tbefubjeas <f others^ violates one of tbcMoffacred rights of ih9 
prince and of the nation. It is the crime -which is calUd plagiat or men-theft. 'Tbtre <U 
B» policed fate ivhist does not f ever ely punijh it,' 
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level of ancient politics, by diplomatic fubtlctics. Let u» be as frank in par otc*» 
tiires — in our declarations, as our two nations arc in their affeâions ; and by this 
plain and fincerc conduâ, arrive at the objeék by the i]i«rteft way. 

All the reafonin^s, Sir, contained in the letter, w^ch you did me the honour to 
write to me the 1 7th of this month, are extremely ingenious ; but I do not heûtate 
to tell you, that they reft on a bails which I cannot admit. You oppofe to my 
compiaims, to my juft reclamations, upon the footing of right, the private or pub* 
lie opinions of the Prefident of the United States; and this Egis not appearing to 
you fufficient, you bring forward aphorifms of Vattel, tojuftify or excufc infraâion» 
committed on pofitive treaties. Sir, this condu^ is not li^e oifrs. In arriving 
among you, I have, with candor, faid that the French nation, cherllhing the inte- 
refts of the United States more than their own, occupied thcmfelvcs but on their 
happinefs, in- the midft of fi^rounding dangers, and inflead of prefling them to 
fulfil, towards them, all the obligations impofed on them by our treaties, by gnt- 
titude, and by provident policy ; they have juft granted new favours to their com- 
merce, to partake with them the benefits of its navigation, opening to them ail the 
ports in the tWQ worlds ; in a word, aftimilating them to her own citizens. 

Such amicable and diiinterefted proceedings, ftiould render the federal govern- 
ment. Sir, induftrious in feeking at leaft all the means of ferving us as far as cir- 
cumftances would permit them ; but inftead of waiting till Congrefs had taken into 
confijderation the important fubjeâs which fhould alreây hate occupied them ; uatii 
they have determined whether the war of liberty ; whether the fate of FnOicc and 
her colonie^, were indifferent objef^s for America ; until they had decided whether 
at was the intereft of the United States to profit, or not, of the fituation in which 
French magnanimity places them, they, have been forward, urged on by I know 
not what influence, to purfue another conduâ. They have multiplied difficulties 
and embarraffments in my way. Our treaties have been unfavourably interpreted : 
Arbitrary orders have direébed againft us the adion of the tribunals ; indeed, my 
<lipIomatic reception excepted, I hxve met with nothing but difguft and obftaclcj in 
tlic négociations I have been charged with. 

It is not thus that the American people wifh we Ihould be treated. I cannot cvçn 
fuppofe, and I wifli to believe, that méafures of this nature were not conceived in 
the heart of General Wafhington,— of that celebrated hero o£ liberty. 1 can attribute 
them only to extraneous impreifions, ovci* which time and truth will triumph- ^ I 
requeft you therefore. Sir, to lay before this firft magiftrate ofyour Republic, the 
two inclofcd protefts, which have been juft tranfmitted to me Ky the confuls of tlie 
Republic of France at New York and Philadelphia. Yfcu will fee therein that tfaefc 
officers complain, that French prizes, the jurifdiâion of which belongs exclufivcly 
to the confular, tribunals, have been feizcd in thcfe two ports, by orders of the Pr<£h- 
dent. I expei^ from the equity of the federal government. Sir, the immediate rodrels 
of thefe irregularities ; and I venture to hope, alfo, that the Prefident would be 
jfleaied to examine again th«affah: of the fliip Republican, of New York, and confidcr 
whether (independent of the right which we have to fit out privateers) any of the 
expreffions ufed by conful Hauterive, to reclaim the giving up of the fei^sufe made 
of that veffel, proves that flie has been armed for this purpole. The citizen Hante- 
rivc has clearly fhewn, on the contrary, that Ihe was armed by Frenchmen, ^ & 
time when the moft religious of all duties prompted them to fly irom all parts of the 
wo/ld to' the fuccour of thwr country, and to fulfil towards her, thofe duties t» 
which the Americans wotddbe equsdly bound, if we had not the defire to leave to 
■ÛBÔr wifdom and th^ honor, the umpirage of their condu(%« It is inconteftiblc, 
that the treaty of commerce (art. XXII) cxprefsly authorizes otir arming in the port» 
of the United States, and interdids that privilege to every enemy nation. fie&Set 
this ad forms but a part of our cenventionai compads, and it is in them, coltec- 
tively, that wc ought to feek contradsof alliance and of commerce fimultaneoufly 
made, if we wilh to take their fenfe, and interpret faithfully the intentions of die 
|Jeoplc who cemented them, and of the men of genius who didated them. If 
you cannot proted our commerce, and our colonies, which will, in future, ccbtri- 
! miicb more to your pro%eritj than to cur own, at leafiL do not arreH t&e 
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«îvifm of our own citizen», do not expofe them to a certain bfsjty obliging them 
to go out of your ports unarmed. Do not punifh the brave individuals of your 
nation^ who arrange themlelvcs under our banner, knowing perfe<5lly well, tl^t 
no law of the United States gives to the government the fad power of arrefting^ 
their zeal by ads of rigor. The Americans are free ; they are not attached to the 
glebe like the Haves of Ruflia ; they may change their fituation whfen they pleafe, 
and by accepting, at this moment, the fuccour of their arms in the habit of trampling 
on tyrants, we do not commit the plagiat of which you fpe:^. The true robbery, 
the true crime, would be to enchain the courage of thefe good citizens, of thefe 
lincere»fricnds to the heft of caufcs. 

I am ignorant", Sir, oi the conftitutional judges to whom the federal government 
appear to have it in contemplation to refer the different queftions of public right, 
which have arifen between us ; but it appears to me, that thefe judges can be looked 
upon only as counfellors, fince no particular tribunal has the right or power to 
interpofe between two nations, whofe only arbiters, yrhen they have a finccre defire 
to live fraternally and amicably together, muft be, in the prefcnt ftate of human 
focieties, good faith and reafbn. 

Accept, Sir, the expreffion of my efteem, and my rcfpeétful fentiments, 

GENET, 



T R A N S L A T I O N. 

Confulate of New- York, 

i*rotcJi of Citizen HautenvCy Conful of the Republic of France^ at NewYoriy agmnft 
the procefs andjeizure of the Catharine of Halifax, 

CONSIDERING that tribunals are inftituted to render juftice between indivi- 
duals, and not to judge of the diflerences that may arife between govern- 
ments, and flill lefs to decide on the political relations which exift between nation > 
and nation. That their fphere is" circuntfcribed within the territorial limits of 
the ftate to which they belong. That there cannot be any relation of dependence 
between the tribunals which therein belong to two different nations. 

That the confular jurifdidion 'is an extenfion, and a firft degree of jurifdiâion 
of the tribunals of commerce and o^ admiralty, inftituted in foreign countries by 
the nation to which the political conventions have Tgiven the right of confulate 
as well as the right of recurring to the public force, to enfure the execution of the 
confular difcuffions. ' ' 

That the limits of this jurifdiéfcion depend only on the foreign government 
which has eftablifhed it, and that this government may extend or coittraâ it at 
j)leafure, provided it does not attribute to it any .aékidn againft the perfons, the 
property, the police a'nd the local jurifdidion. 

I. That in attributing to thefe tribunals dependent upon it, that whjich belongs ta 
another equally dependent upon it, a government does not go beyond the limit» 
of this power. 

That recently the French government hath given to theconfulates of the Republic^, 
the jurifdidion of fea-prizes, and has thus completely conftituted them courts of 
admiralty. 

That, by that it only difplaces one of the branches of the judiciary powfer. 
That the geographical poiition of a legally eftablifhed tribunal, neither alters the 
force, nor extent, nor independence of its jurifdiétion. 

That all intervention direâ or indireâ, as to the French prizes being formally* 
înterdiébed the tribunals of the country, the admiralties ctf the two nations, 
however they may locally approach each other, are not the lefs feparated fron» 
one another by the infurmountable barrier of political right. 

That thus a French prize, remaining in a neutral port in virtue of treaties» 
\\ fubmitted to the confular admiralty in virtue of the right which nations have of 
organizing at pleafure their judicatures, is as much Iheltered from the aâion o£ 
any other local tribunal, as if it were in a French road. 

For all thefe reafons, we Alexander Hauterive, conful of the Republic of France» 
•onfidering that the New- York diftrid-court, has extended its jurifdidion to si 
7f esch prize, tlic deciiion of which was pending in our tribunal ; 
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That this mterrentîon, pfefcrîbed hy the treaties, not only tends to eûahllâi a 
^lafliing of jurifdidtion between two tribunals, which cannot have communication 
together, but alfo to the annihilation of the confular tribunal, which is reduted to 
nothing as foon as the public force, which the treaties haVe given it the right of 
demanding to fupport its judgments, is imployed againft it. 

That if this error of the judiciary power could be authorifed by the govern- 
ment, we muft fuppofc that the government has the right of interpreting, modi- 
fjring or deftroying the political compads which unite the two nations, by thé in- 
formation and decifion of the tribunals of one of thefe two nations. 

•SVe proteft againft the violation done to the rights of the nation wc rcprefcnt ; 
we declare formally, that whatever may be the decifions of the tribunal, which hat 
arrogated to itfelf the judgment of the prize Catharine of Halifax, to the injury 
of the confulate jurifdiàion, the parties interefted, who are amenable only to our 
tribunal, are not bound to conform to it. We declare this judgment to be null, 
and of no efFed whatever ; ift, By the notoriety of the incompetency of the tribu- 
nal, ad, Becaufe it would be given in contempt of our protefl. 3d, Becaufe it 
would be formed on infufficient information, the principal papers to elucidate tha 
difcuffion, being in our hands, never to go out of them. 4th, Because the French 
Republic being one of the parties, it would be neceflary, in order to proceed regu- 
larly, that the judges ihould find in the American laws, that the French nation it 
amenable, in its political rights, to a private tribunal, and that they may be con- 
demned by default. 

We declare, in fine, that thefe rights fliall remain entire, faving the requifition 
of damages and intereft, to theparties interefted, and the demand of reparation for 
that of the two nations, who, in the diplomatic judgment, (the only competent 
arbiter between friendly nations) 'will be acknowledged injured in its rights. 

Fifrther we declare, that the judgment of the fa<^ is ftill pending in the confular. 
tribunal of the Republic at New- York. 
New- York, aift June, 1793. 

ad year of the French Republic. 

Certified to be conformable to the origînaL 

Protéfl of the Conful of the Republic of France, againfi tbefei^ur' of thefiip William. 

CONSIDERÏÎjG that no authority on earth has either the right or the power 
of interpofing between the French nation and her enemies. That, flie alontf 
18 the arbiter and judge of the ofFenfive ads which the fupport of her independence 
obliges her to commit againft the defpotic governments coalefced to replunge her, 
into a ftate of fervittide, from which, abandoned by her friends, and afiailed by fo 
many enemies, flie alone has been able to liberate herfelf. That the court of admi- 
ralty at Philadelphia, yielding at firft to illfounded reclamations, fince recalling 
herfelf to the principles of the law of nations, has acknowledged its incompetency 
to the decifion on the legality of French prizes. 

That hence it evidently refults, that no local authority can take upon itfelf the 
information of a difcufiion which arifes, ormay arife, between nation and nation. 

That neverthelefs the federal govermncnt has placed a guard on the fliip William^ 
taken by the French galiot the Citizen Genet, and by this matter of fatft feeras>to 
declare, that previous to all difcuffion, it meant to interfere in the examination o£ 
the right, and in the decifion of the faâs. 

That if the government interferes as local authority in the judgment of the faels, 
they deny and violate the principle exprefsly declared in the 17th art. of the treaty 
between America and France. 

That if , as a power invefted by the nation to communicate with foreign govern- 
ments, they interfere in the examination of the right, they proceed previoufly by 
a method till this day unknown^ in preceding a diplomatic difcuifion by an arbitrary 
and violent a<ft, and by an execution purely military. 

For all thefe reafons, we, Francis Dupont, Conful of the French Republic, at 
Philadelphia, formally proteft againft the infringement committed on the righit 
•f the French nation by the local government of Philadelphia. 
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"Vfc declare, that havîng^ proceeded in a judiciary manner to the falc of the ûAd 
ihip, and that being accountable, in the name of the French nation, to the pur- 
chafers of the property acquired by them, we throw upon the government, who 
has created thefe obftades to acquiring the poiTeifion, all the damages and intereft. 
We declare further, that in informing the minifterof the French Republic of the 
violence oppofed to the exercife of our f unétioHs, we, in his name, referve by the 
prefent proteft, the purfuit in reparation for the violation of the conventional com* 
pads, and the outrage againft the French nation in the miniftry of its agents. 

Done in our confulate, Philadelphia, zsdjune, 1 793, ad year of the French 
Republic. 

Frois. DUPONT. 



Philadelphia, June nth, 1793. 
. Mr. Jefferfofiy Secretary of State, to the Mifdjler Plenipotentiary of France, 

S I R, • 
T HAD the honor of laying before the Prefident your memorial of the 2 2d of 
•*• May, propofing that the United States ihould now pay up all the future in- 
ftalments of their debt to France, en condition that the fum (hould be invefted 
in produce. The Prefident having fully deliberated on the fubjeft, I have now 
the honor of enclofing you a report from the treafury department, made in con- 
fequencc thereof, and expiating the circumftances which prevent the United 
States from acceding to that propofitiou. 

In faft, the inftalments as they arc fettled by the convention between the two 
nations, far exceed the wtlinaiy refources of the United States. To accomjilifli 
them completely and punftually, we are obliged to anticipate the revenues of fu- 
ture times, by loans to as great an extent as we can prudently attempt. As 
they arc arranged however by the convention, they give us time for luccefllve 
and gradual efforts. But to croud thefe anticipations all into a (ingle one, and 
that to be executed in the preltnt inftant, would more than hazard that ftate of 
credit, the prefervation of which can alone enable us to meet the different pay- 
ments at the times agreed on. "To do even this, hitherto has required, in the ope- 
rations ©f borrowing, time, prudence and patience j and thefe operations are 
ftill going on in all the exttnt they will bear. To prefs them beyond this, ^ 
would be to defeat them both now and hereafter. We beg you to be affured; and 
through you to affure ypur nation, that among the important reaions which 
lead us to economife and fofter our public credit, a ftronger one, is the defire of 
preferving to ourfelves the means of difcharging our debt to them with punc- 
tuality and good faith, in the times and fums which have been ftipulated between 
us. Referring to the enclofed report for a more particular development of the ob- 
ilacles of the propofition, I have the honor to affure you of the fentiments of 
particular eftetm and refpe^l with which I am. Sir, 

Tour moft obedient and moft bufnble fervanty 

TH. JEFFERSON- . 

^he Secretary of the Treafury^ to ivbom was referred a commumcation from the 
Minijlcr plenipotentiary oj the Republic of France y on thefubjeêl of the debts of 
the United States y to France, refpedfully makes thereupon the follo-uuing Repêrt z 
/T^HE ôbjtft of this communication is to engage the United States to enter in- 
•^ to an arrangement for difcharging the refidue of the debt which they owe to 
France, by an anticipated payment of the inftalments not yet due, either in fpecie 
or bank bills of equal currency with fpecie,' or in government bonds, bearing 
interelt and payable at certain fpecified periods, upon condition that the fum ad- 
vanced ihali be invefted in proau^k>iii of tlic United Spates, for the fupply oé 
«hfi FrcQch doiiûiûoQi. 
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With regard to the ftrft expedient, namely, a paymoit In fpccle or bank-bïïîf , • 
the refources of the treafurv of the United States, do not admit of its Wing 
adopted. The government nas relied for the means of jceimburûng its foreign 
debt, on new loans to be made abroad. The late events in Europe have thrown 
a temporary obitacle in the way of thefe loans, producinp;, confequently, an in- 
ability to make payment by .anticipation of the refidue of the debt hei-eafter to 
grow due. 

With regard to the fécond expedient, that of government bonds payable at 
certain fpecified periods ; this in fubftance, though in other forms, has repeat- 
edly come under confideration, and has as often been declined as ineligible. 
Great inconveniencies to the credit of the govermnent, tending to derange it» 
general operations of finance, have been and rauft continue to be perceived in. 
every plan which is calculated to throw fudd<ftily upon the marlçst, a large ::d- 
ditional fum of its bonds. The prefent ftate of things for obvious reafons would 
ferve to augment the evil of fuch a circumftance, while the exifting and poflibl© 
exigencies of the United States, admonifh them to be particularly cautious at 
this iunfture, of any meafure which may tend to hazard or impair their credit. 

Tlieiè confiderations greatly outweigh the advantage which is fuggefted as an 
inducement to the meafure (the condition refpefting which is the principle cir- 
cumftance of tlie difference between the prefer\t and former propofitions) to arife 
from an inveftment of the fum to be advanced in the products of the country ; 
an advantage on which perhaps little ftrefs can be laid in tlie prefent and probable 
itate of foreign demand for thefe products. > 

The motives which diffuade frohithe adoption of the propofed meafure, may» 
It is conceived, be the more rejidily yielded to, from the proba]>ility that the 
utility of it to France might not, on experiment, prove an equivalent for the 
facrifices which fhe might have to make in the difpoution of the bonds. 
All which is humbly fubmitted. 
[Signedy'] ALEXANDER HAMILTON, Sec>y of the Ireafuty. 

*Treafury Department i June % y 1793. 

AtrueCopyy (Signed) TOBIAS LEAR, 
Secretary to the Prefident of the Utdted States^ 

TRANSLATION. 

Philadelphia, i4.th June, 1793, 
2d year of the Fi'ench Republic. 
The Ciiizen Genets Minijier Plempotentiary of the Republic of France, to Mr, 
Jefferfqny Secretary of State of the United States. 
Sir, • 
tT is the charaéler of elevated minds, of freemen, not tocxpofe themfelves twici 
•*■ to a refufal. I have i-equefted you to make known to the Prtfidcnt of the United 
States, the urgent -neceflities of the French Republic. I have not hidden from 
you, that having armed near a million of foldiers, they have expcrienceii a con- 
nderable deficiency in their produce j and that they, with their colonies, wcul 
be configned to the horrors of famine, if the United States fliould not furnifh 
them on account of their debt, a part of tlie fubfiftance, which they wont. I 
have offered you, in virtue ol' my powers, to take in payment, in default of money, 
bills, or obligations of the ftate, bearing intereft till the epoch fixed by our con- 
vention, for the reimburiement of your debt. I have endeavoured to convinct 
you of the advantages which would reiiilt fromfthis operation for the two coun- 
tries, and more particularly for America, at a tinie when they have a super- 
abundance of grain and flour ; but obferving. Sir, by the letter which you 
wrote to me on the nth June, and by the report of the Secretaiy of the 
Treafury, that none of our propofitions have been accepted ; without entering 
into the faiancial rwlùw? wiûch operatç this refiifal, wvtlw%it eadeavouring t« 



Ïnrovc to you that it tends to accomplifli the infernal fyftem of the King^of Erig- 
and, and of the other Kings his accomplices, to deftroy by famine, the French 
republicans and liberty, I attend, on tîie prefent occah©», only to the calls of 
my countiy, and as its neceiTi tics, ^ and thofe of the colonies , become daily more 
preffing, as it has chargjed me to provide for them at whatever price it might be, 
I requcft' you, Sir, to inform the Prefident of thç United States, that, being 
author ifed in the «ame of the French Republic, to give aifignments to thie Ame-, 
rican merchants or fanners, in payment of the provifions they may fumifh, from 
the want of new advances on the part of the TJnited States, I requeft, in order- 
to place me iri a (ituation to ufe this power, that he prcicribe to the Secretary 
pf the Treafury to adjuft with me immediately the amount of the debt of the 
United States, to France. ' 

Thé expedient to which I am about to have recourfe, will, probably, be 
ioner«us to the French Nation, but as the federal government thinks it may 
take on itfelf to place us under the neceflity of employing it, without confulting 
Congiefs upon fo important a matter, I am obliged to follow my inftruftions. 

G © N E T. 



Philadelphia, June 19th, 1793. 
Mr. Jefferforiy Secretary of St ate ^ to Citizen Getiet, Minister of France, 
Sir, 

ACCORDING to the defirc expreflfed in your letter of the i4.th inftant, tht 
Prefident will giVe the inflru^tions ncceflary for the fettlement of the inftal- 
ments of principal and intereff iiill due-fiom the United States to France. This i» 
an afl equally juil and deferable for botli paities ^ and although it had not been 
imagined that- the materials fordoing it were to be had here at this moment, yet 
we Siall be pleafed to find that they may. In the mean time, what is further 
to be done, will doubtlefs be the lùbjett of further refleftion and inquiry with 
you J and paiticularly the operation propofed in your letter, will be viewed under 
all its afpcél^. Among thefe, we think it will prefent itfelf as a meafure too 
queftionable both in principle and pra6ticabilrty, too deeply interelting to the 
credit of the United States, and too unpromifmg in its reiult, to France, to be 
found eligible to yourfelf. Finally we reft fecure that what is of mutual con- 
pern, will not be done but with mutual concert, 

/ have the honor to ^ ivith great refpeéî and efieem. 

Sir, jour mc/i obedient and 
mojf httikble fermant y 
TH: JEFFERSON, 
I '■ y ' I ' 
TRANSLATION. 
Philadelphia, 1 5th June, 1 793 — 2d year of the Republic, 
fhe Citizen Genet, Minister of the Republic of France, to Mr,yeJ^erfon,Secre* 
tarj of State of the United States. ' 
Sir, 
nn HE Citizen Hauterive, conful of the Republic at New-York, has this mo- 
■*- ment informed me, that a difcyfllcn has arifen between him, and the govern^ 
ment of the ftate in which he refides, refpefting the Embufcade frigate, up<Hi a 
a point of right. The queftion is, whether in a neutral port, an armed veflelj 
ought to allow a truce of twenty-four hours to enemy venels, to go out of it ? 
The Citizen Hauterive received a formal requifition on this fubjeft, from tht 
governor, rel?.tive to the departure of • the En^lifh packet, who without faying 
. pofitively, that the local government had a rigtit to hinder the frigates going out 
bejpre the expiration of the tmce of 24 hours, and that he would ufe fuch rigli^ 
gave him to imjeiftand, jind pppçared to believe that it was imivcjrfal, 
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Thé Citizçn HaUt(â-ive, Sir, lias confined himîef to a- reference of this mattcc 
to mcj requeuing inftruclions on the iubjeâ: for himlielf and the Captain of the 
frigate. 1 enclofe herein a -copy of thofe which I have juft tranfmitted to him. 
Thpy have been drawn v»p on mature examination of the qucftion j and though 
my opinion differ» cffentially from that of the Governor of New- York, I ain 
perfuaded that the Prefiient of the United States, after having taken into con- 
fidei'atioh the authori^ties and reafonings vvhich have guided nie in tracing to the 
conful of the Republic, the conduft: he ought to purfue, will tranfmit to the Go- 
vei'nor of New-York, orders worthy of his julHce and impartiality. 

- GENET. 



I 



translation: 

Philadelphia, Junei5*h, 1793. 
2d year of the Republic of France. 
The Citiztft Genet ^ Mimfier Pkmpotentiary of the Republic oj France^ to the Cttize» 
Hauterwey Conful at Nen^'-Tork,. 
' HAVE read with great attention. Citizen, the report you tranfmitted to mè 
on the 1 3th of this month, and in which, after having given an accpuntof 
the difcuflion which has ar ilën between ycu and the governor of New- York, 
relative to the frigate of the Republic, the Embufcadc, you prefent for my folu^ 
tion, in order to guide your future conduft, the following queftion, which gave 
rile to it, to wit : " Whether in a neatral port, aa armed veflfel belonging to a 
belligerent power, fliould allow a truce of 24 horns to cneray-veffels, defiring 
to go out." If it were neccffaiy, citizen, to commence a polemic on this quef- 
tion^I fhould obferve to you £rft, that it has been badly ftated, and that not only 
the duration of the trace, but alfo the time at which it (hall commence (hould 
have been defined j but this inveftigation is fuperfluous. The queftioa which you 
propoie to me, citizen, is long fincc decided by the Eurppean powers, who have 
regulated with each other the principles of neutrality. Thefe principles may be 
found in the maritime convention of the northern powers, in the different treaties 
of commerce vvhich thefe fame powers have muti^aliy entered into j In ifine, in 
thofe which RufTia has concluded with France, Auftria, Pox-tugal and the two 
Sicilies, and none of thefe entered into with the view to favor the navigation of 
neutral nations, . have had the aukwardnefs to make mention of a truce to be 
given by the anned veffeU of the powers at war, to the enemy-veifels of thofe 
powers whifh may be found in neutral ports. . 

The firlt of the four maxims of neutrals which almoft every nation, England 
excepted, regajrxis as the palladiimi of commerce, is that every reffel may navigate 
freely from4)ort to port, on the coafts of nations at war. This right, derived 
from the right of nature, is neccffarily reciprocal ; the powers who have acceded 
to the principles of the neutrality, have never contefted it j and I cannot tell you> 
citizen, hew much I am furprized that the Governor of the Qtate of New- York,, 
(hould take the advantage of the political opinion's promulgated by the United 
States, to fubje6l our veflTels of war to an indefinite truce, which would be a 
dangerous reftraint, contrary to the letter, to the ipirit of our treaties, and 
which at moil: could be required from a veffel of an indifferent ftatCx^with whom 
neither obligation nor engagement has been contra6led. 

In the prefent date of things, citizen, all that the government .of the United 
States can require, is that we commit no holtility againft our enemies, on the 
territory and in the waters of the United States, and in renewing to you the 
.order^ attentively to obferve tlut our veffels attend to this refei-vation^I recom- 
mend that you oppofe with energy, analogous to the fentiments of fnendfhip 
which we have avowed to the United States, every aft or every ftep, which 
would deprive our veflels, armed or unarmed, of the liberty they ought to en- 
jpy in the ports of the United States, in virtue of our treaties, aiijd in virtue of 
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the only principles which have been diplomatically eftablifhed, on the rights of 
neutral nations, which as 1 have already faid being founded on the right of 
nature, the bafis of the rights of man, unplicitly comprehend reciprocity, an 
«lenientary condition of all the afts diftated by equal and impartial juftice. 

Let thofe who have another code and ©ther titles to prefent to us, produce them; 
and in the mean while, the Englifti of New- York, inftead of unreafonably putting 
themfelves under the protection of principles which their government has always 
difdained to acknowledge, and which it has violated in all wars, keep them-' 
Itlves quiet or run the chance of failing in the prefence of our forces. 

Certified conformable to the original, 

G EN E T. 



TRANSLATION. 

Philadelphia, i 8th Jime, 1793. 

ad year of the Republic. 
The Citizen Gene:, Mimfler of the French Rtpitblic, to Mr. Jefferjon, Secretary 
of State for the United StaUs. 
Sir, 
T HAVE examined the correfpondence which has taken place between you and 
■*■ my predeceflbr, relative to the requifition «f funds wlych he has made on the 
Federal Government, to pay off certain draughts of the adminiftrators of Saint 
Bomingo, and to procure provifions for that colony. I pay due refpea Sir, to 
the juftnefs of the obfei-vations which you tranfmitted to the Citizen Ter- 
nant, on the fubjeft of this requeft. Forced from his circurafpeftion» by the pref- 
fing inftances of the adminiftrators of St. Domingo, I conceive that this re- 
quifition muft have embarraffed your government infinitely, and under this 
view, I feel all the obligations we owe you, for having, as you yourfelf expreffed 
it, lefs confulted prudence than friendship, in yielding to it. You have with 
propriety remarked, Sir, that the decree which appropriated for the necelHties 
ci' the colonies four millions from the debt of the United States to France, not 
being yet tranfmitted to the fedci-al government, in the ufual official form, 
ihcuTd not have an application fo pofitive, fo determined as that which the 
commiflioners of the adminiftration of Saint Domingo had given it 5 and that 
it was probable the miniiters of France had had wcourfe, in order to fupply the 
wants of this colony, to operations of another nature than thofe which took 
place. In fact,' Sir, the draughts for the payment of which the commiffioners 
of Saint Domingo, preffed by imperious circumltances, have, in fome degi-ee, 
obliged the Citizen Ternant to demand funds of you, have neither been autho- ' 
rized by the National Convention, nor by the Executive Council 5 and I muft 
even inform you, that I am forbidden to pay, out of the funds placed at my dif- 
pofal, any other than thofe draughts which ftiall have been accepted by the con- 
lul La Foreft, in virtue of orders from my predeceflbr. But, on my airival 
here, I was informed that this conlul had received orders from the Minifter 
Plenipotentiary., to regifter all draughts iffued by the adminiftration of Saint 
Domingo, and to pay them out of the new funcls which the federal government 
had provifionally gi*anted, on the bafis of the decree of the 26th June, although 
it was not officially notified. I have not thought proper Sir, to ftop fuddenly, 
the payment of thefe draughts, in the hope that the mode of reimbnrfing your 
'debt, which you at my requeft, have laid liefore the Prefident of the Uniteti 
States, would be adopted by him, and give the the means, ift to honor the 
draughts regiftered by my pi-edeceflbr, the payment of which had been» ordered 
by him— 2dly, to provide at the fame time, for the urgent neccffities of France 
and her colonies : But having, been -deceived in my expectation by motives 
which are not for me to examine, I find mylelf deprived of the advantage of con- 
•iliating all interefts, and conftrained to obey only the empire of circuiuftamc€«à 
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which prefcribe me to fufçend the payment of the colonial draughts, and to 
employ the funds deftined for their acquittal, to the purchafe of provifions for 
France and her colonies. This aiTangemcnt Sir, need^not alarm either the 
bearers of the regiftered draughts, or thofe of the other draughts iffued and not 
regiftered of. the adminiflration of Saint Domingo and other colomes of tht 
French Republic. The nation will certainly fulfil towai'ds tkem the engage- 
ments contrafted by its agents. I know that they have deftined particular 
funds for this pui-pofe. I alfo know that the colomes have made contributions 
in kind, to fulfil their obligations, and provide themfelves, for a part of their 
wants, audit is according to thefe ideas, that I have detertermined to have infert- 
ed, in the public papers, the inclofed information, the intention of which is to 
calm inquietudes of the bearers of the draughts which I am obliged to fet alidè, 
an3 to encourage the citizens of the United States to continue to carry fuccor to 
their brothers the French Republicans of the Antilles, whofe fate depends on 
this genei'ous aft ; without which the French colonies will be reduced by fa- 
mine to put themfelves under a government whofe commercial principles would 
not affùredly be fo advantageous to the United States, as thofe which an enlight- 
ened policy and unlimitâ attachment for the American people have led us t© 
embrace, GENET. 



'Citizen Genet Mimfter Plempotentiary of the French Republic, to the Citizens of 

* the United States. 

"IX7HEREAS feveral American citizens who have fumiihed provifions to the 
^^ colonies of the French republic hi the Welt-Indies, have received bill» 
drawn by the admin iftra tors of the refpeélive colonies on Citizen La Foreft, late 
Conful General of the Republic in the United States, and lately on myfelf, in 
payment for fuch fupplies. I infonn them that thefe dranghts will certainly 
DC. paid, the National Convention having appropriated large fums for that ob- 
jeft. But as I am not yet authorized to difcharge them, I can only in the mean 
while, advice the holders of fuch bills as have not yet been reg'^ftcredby Citizen 
La Foreft, to have them recorded in the office of Citizen Dupont, Conful of the 
French Republic at Philadelphia, in order to afcertain the dates of their pre- 
fentation ; at tlie fame time I cannot too much encourage the citizens ot the 
United States, to continue to afTift, with unremitting exertions, their republican 
brethren of the French Weft-Indies, whole exiftence from the liberal principlet 
adopted by the National Convention, with regard to the colonies of the French 
Republic, muft eflfentially contribute to the profperity of the United States. 
The American citizens may reft aflured, that the moft efficacious meafures have 
been taken as well in France as in the colonies, to protect their propei'ty in all 
•the ports of the Republic, and to enfure to them a prompt payment for their 
fupplies in cafh of in merchandize, and at the fame time to iecure to them the 
enjoyment of thofe favors which the National Convention has lately granted ta 
the citizens of thç United States, wliich affimilate them, in refpeft to commercial 
advantages, to the citizen;} of PVance. ' . 

PbUadelpbiay June 17, 1793, ^dyear of the Thnch Republic* 
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Philadelhia, June 23d, 1793. 
Mr.Jefferfoni Secretary of State y to Citizen Genet y Minijier Plenipotentiary of 

France^ 
Sir, 
TjN anfwer to your letter of the i8th inftant, on the fubjeft of the bills draw* 
•*• by the adminiftration of St. Domingo, in favour of certain citizens of tht 
United States, I am inftru6led to inform you, that the funds therein mentioned 
Jiavt b«eB io clearly underftood on all hancb, to be fpecially appropriated for thfti 



•aynnnt of the bills, which were recognized by the fonner agents of Finance 
here, as to be incapable of being diverted, without difeppointing the juft expeéla* 
tion» of our citizens, holdtrs of thofe bill». 

Indeed the government has been fo much' a party in countenancing thofe ex- 
pcftations, as, in fuch an event, to lie under an obligation, in point of pro- 
priety, to fatisfy the pai'ties themfelvcs to the extent of the balance, which yet 
renaains to be aJvanccil. 

/ ha-ve the honor to be, tuiib great afidfiîîcere efleem^ 

Sir^ your most obedient and 
most humble fer'uanty 
TH: JEFFERSON- 
PHILADELPHIA, June a 3d, 1793. 
Mr, Jefferfotty Secretary of State y to Citizen Genet, Mitàster Plenipotentiary of 

France* 
Sir, 
T HAVE the honor to inform you, that in confequence of the general orders 
'*• given by tlie Preiidcnt, a privateer fitted out by Englifli fubje^ls within the 
ttate of Georgia, to cruize againil the citizens of France, has been feized by the 
Governor of Georgia, and liich -legal ptoftroutions are ordered, as the cafe will 
juftify. I beg you to be aflfured, that the government will ufe the utmoft vigi- 
lance, to fee, that the laws, which forbid thefe enterprizes, are carried into execu- 
tion. 1 bai/e the honor to be, ^with great andfncere esteem. 

Sir y your most obedient and 
most humble fermant, 
TH: JEFFERSON, 

TRANSLATION. 

Philadelphia, *JaBuaiy 2sLh, 1793. 
ftd year of the Republic of Fiance. 
Sir, 
T LEARN with infinite pleafure, by your letter of the 23d of this month, 
"*■ that the government of Georgia have caufed to be ftopped a veffel armed in 
that date, tor the purpofe of cruifing againft the French, and that the perlons 
interefted in this veflel will be profecuted. 

It is to be wiflied. Sir, that thé fame watchfulnefs and firmnefs may be em- 
ployed in all the ftates of the union ; for you will obfei*ve by the enclofed reports 
of the confuls of the republic at Charlefton, at Baltimore, at Philadelphia, and 
at New- York, that many enemy-velfels have been armed there, have entered 
armed, remained there, and have gone out from thence aimed, in contempt of 
our treaties 5 whilft in virtue of inftruétions from the Prefident of the United 
States, the French adventurers, who have been able to put themfelves in a Itate 
of defence, in the ports of their allies, in order to go out without danger, and 
to fulfil othcrwife, according to circumftances, the duties of a citizen againft 
the enemies of the ftate, are purfucd with rigour. 

Accept y Sir, my esteem and refpeS, 
Q E N E T. 



Philadelphia, 25th June, 1793, 
2d year of the French Republic. 
Extrais from the reports oftheConfuls and Vice-Conjuls of the French Republic . 
at Charleston, Baltimore, Fbtladelpbia and Ne^M-Tork, to Citizen Genet. 
Charleston, from the 24.th May to 6th June. 
A BERMUDIAN veffel has purchafcd 4 cannon in this port, to proteft her 
in returning. — ^A Dutch, veffel which entered this port without guns, hM 
ikiled with 14 — ^Engli(h veffels have bee;i in like manner armed here. 

• An error for June. 
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BALtiMORE, 2ift June. 

. Aii Englifti veflTel called the Tnifty, Captain Hale, has been publlcfy anne<{ 

i» a privateer in this port, by Mr. * Hirland of this city.. The Vice^Con- 

ful has complained' of it to the Goyérncr and Attorney- General of ttie/tatc o^ 

Maryland. ' ' 

Phii/adelphia, 2ift June, 1793. 

A BERMUDÏAN veffd belonging to the fubje<?ïs. of the Iting of England, 
mounting 12 cannon, purchafed in this city, failed on the 2d inft.- There had 
failed fome days before, an Englifli aimed veffel -of 4 guns. The conful had 
not been informed of them before the date of this report.- 

New- York, i8th June, 1793^ , 

THEJ Swallow, an Englifti letter of marque, commanded by Capt. Sîon, 
armed with & cannon and 20 men at lead, and appearing to be about ) 50 tons 
burthen, has anchored fo long in this port, as to exclude the idea of her having 
entered in diftrefs, though the 1 7th article of the treaty of commerce between 
France and Amejfica, formally e^icludc» from tte ports of both, the enemy veftel» 
who ihall hllve made prizes, and every Englifh privateer which enters, is autho- 
rized by the EngUlh government to take, burn anddeftroy our veffels. 

It has always remained a queftionj whether an armed velfel of that nation on " 
entering, has executed thofe orders or not.- The conful Hauterive has tranf-? 
naitted thofe obfervations to tlie Governor of the ftate of New- York, giving 
him to understand, that every veflfel armed for war, and belonging to our ene- 
, mies, being fubjeft- to the exclufion^ contained in our Conventional laws, fliouldf 
be obliged to go out of tiie port of >Jew-York. 

Other reports have, come t* the knowledge of Citizen Gfenet, by indireft chan- 
nels, that feveral other armaments liave been made by the enemies of the Repub- 
lic in American ports, and that thofe veflfels have taken on board, without op- 
poGtion, a great numtner of tories, citizens of the United States, while fome good 
whigs, friends of France, who have taken pai't in her caufe on boai'd her vc fels, 
have been arretted and thrown into prifon, whence the Citizen Genet has not yet 
been able to liberate them without iccurity. 

C ertified conformable to the reports which have been made to me the Minif- 
ter Plenipotentiary of the Republic of France. ♦ 

Philadelphia, June 30th, 1793. 
Mr. Jeferjon, Secretary of State, to Citizen. Genet, Minister Plenif^otentiary tf 

France* 
. SXK, . 

t HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the ism inftant> on 
^ the fubjeft of vefltU belonging to the enemies of France, which have procured 
ani?» within our ports, for their defence. '!f hofe from Charlefton and Phila- 
delphia have gone off before it was known to the goyeiiiment, and the formel*, 
indeed in the firft moments of the war, ahd before preventive lïicalures C0ul4 
be taken in fo diliant a port. The day after my receipt of your letter, the com- 
munications now enclofed'from the Governor of Maryland came to hand, and 
prevented our interference on the fubje^l of J:he Trufty, Capt. Hale, a veflel 
loaded with flour and lumber, and bound to Barbadoes. You will perceive by 
the papers that the Governor of Maryland had got information that (lie Was buy- 
ing guns, and had given orders for the examination of the faft, but that /he 
got off before the officer could get on boai-d, having cleared out three or four days 
before. . It appears that ftie was of 300 tons burthen, and had mountt-d 4 fmalt 
guns. The cafe of the Swallow is different from any thing wl^ich has yet been 
prefe|ited to the Prefident, which ihall be fubmittcd to hiin on liis return, aiiii 
HP doubt Will meet hi:^ carlieii attention and dcciGon. 

/ ha've the honor to le, Ùft, 
f Sufpofedlrelani^ THi JEFFERSON, 

t 



, BxtraB êfa letter from tie Gon)efmt tfMarylandi to the Seûreîaryttt Wof^ 
^ . «Maryland, Annapolis, June»», 1793* 

«IN COUNCIL, 

•• TpHE inclofed copiée of a letter writtai by this board to the cpUcftor of dit 
. X cûftoms at the port of Baltimore, and of the anfwcr thcrrto which we have 
■juft received from his deputy, will fufficienriy explain the firft cafe which has 
feemed to call for our. interference fince the receipt of your communication» re- 
fpefting the fitting out of fighting veffels within our jurifdiftion. 

" You will fee, Sir, ^hat raoft probably, through a ftcp not contemplated hf 
lis, that of the officers applying to Mr. Ii^fland himfelf for the information we 
dcfired, the fliip has got cut of our reach. We can therefore only endeavour to 
be better pi^epared for future occurrences of this kind, which wc are told vsxf 
DC cxpefted at the fame place." 

(Copy) ÏN COUNCIL, totlijune, 1793» 

Sir, 

A REPORT has reached this boards that a Britifti (hip, configned to Mr» 
*•• Ireland, is prcpariiig for fea in the port o^ Baltimore, and is to mount x» 
pieces of ordnance, which (ke did not bring into the country, and which as it 
appears to us cannot be carried from hence to any of the ports of aîw of the Eu- 
ropean powers, at war, without a deviation from the neutrality profeffcd by the 
Ignited States, evert fuppofing that no ufe is intended to be made of them by the 
Way J but as thofe guns arc not taken as an article of merchaftdife, but are ac- 
acording to our infnnnation mounted profefTedly for the defence of the veiTcI, we 
can by' no means be certain that they are not alfo defigfted for offenfive raeaiures ; 
on which fuppofition it would become oiu* duty to isterfere effeélually, fo as to 
|>revent the departure of the (hip, uijtil the Prdident could bie made acquainted 
with the circumftances. Our information is at prefent too vag;ue to form a fuf» 
ficieftt ground for aifi immediate interference. We therefore make it our re* 
queft, tfiat you woujd immediately On the receipt of this letter, coUeft all the 

^ iaêls you can, virith regard to the arming, loading, manning and deftination of 
this veflel, and without tefs of timt, tranfmit to this board the refult of your 
enquiries, in order that we may then dctemnitie whether this comes within the 

. jdefcription of cafes in ^hich we are infbiidled by the executive powor of the 
tTnited States to interfere. 

We are &€. 
. , , (Signed) THOMAS S. LEE. 

îb the CoUeBtr of the Custom at the port of Baltimore. 

Baltimore, June «i, 1753» 
His ExcdUncy Thomas S, Lee, Efquire, ' 
^HE coUeJloi' of the cuftoms being abfent in the country for the benefit of hte 
"*• health, I have the honor of receiving your exceUency'scommunications refpe£^« 
iog a Britifh fliip faid to be preparing for fea, m an ofienfive fituation^ inccm- 
fiitent with the tenor of the Prtudent's proclsunaticHi, and the neutrality of the 
United States. 

. I prefume that the fliip Trufty, John A* Hale, mafter, is the veffd alluded 
to } (he arrived at thi^ port from Barbadoes, on the firft day«of March, and 
clmed for the iârae illand, on the feventeenth of the prefent month, her cargo 
confiiting of flour and lumber. * • 

» Mr. Ireland informed me that (he mounts four fmall guns, that her citw con- 
fifted of twenty men when (he arrived, and that file had not more than feventeem 
«A board when {be cleared. She i« upwards çS three hundred tow bnrthtfi» 
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Vâguc report, however^ dî£Eèrin|r from the precedii^g account, I determlnecl 
to go on board the (hip foi' the purppie of obtaming accurate information, but 
was prevented by ha* getting uikr way and proceâihg down ^c river, on her 
intended voyage. 

*very humbU fervcuAt 
(Signed,) D. DELOSIER, Depf^^Coiieaor. 

JUs E;cceUtncy Tbomas S. Lee, Efq. Gawmor ofUaryUmit 

H ii; I I ■■■ « H I I lii 

Philadelphia, June ft 5, •1793. . 
Air. Jeffetfon, Secretmy of States to tbe MimsierPIenipotenUarjtfromibeRefublU' 
of France^ to tbe United States» 
Siï^, 
TN the abfence of the Prefident of the United States, I have coniulted vwth tht» 
^ Secretaries of the Treafury and War, on the fubjeft-of the <hip William, and 
generally of veflels fuggeft«îd to be t^ken within the limits of the ptotefHon <rf 
the United States, by the armed veflels of your nation, concerning which. I had» 
the honor of a convtrfation with you yeftei*day, and we are fo vwll aflured of tho 
Prefident's way of thinking in tli&f« cafes, that we undertake to fay, it will be 
more agreeable to him, that fuch veflels Âould he detained under thç orders of 
yourfelf, or of^be confuls oi^ France in the feveral .ports, until the government 
of the United States ihall he able to enquire injto, ami decide on the fa^. If this 
arrangement (hould be agreeable to you, and you will.be pleafed tq give the pro- 
per orders to the feveral conluls or your nation, the governors of the feveral 
ftatei will be immediately inftrufted to defire the conful of the port, to detainr 
veflels on whofe behalf fuch lijggeftions fliall be made, until, tbe government (hall 
decide on theur cafe. It may Ibmetimes, perhaps, happeti, that fuch .veflels arc 
brought into ports where thei*e is no confut of your nation refident, nor within, 
^ny convenient diftance. In that cale, the governors would have to proceed t»' 
ihe aft of détention themfelves, at leaft until a conful may be called in, 
.i bave the honor to be^ ivitb much refpeS, Sif^ . 
Your most obedient^ and moit haumble feruant, ' 

(Signed)' TH: JEFJFERSON. 

TRANSLATION, 
/ Philadelphia, i6th June, 1793, 

2d year of the French Republic. 
Tbe Citizen. Gene$ Mincer Flenipoteniiary of the Republic of fronce, U Mr. Jefl 
ferfin Secretary ^SiaU if tbe U^ted States. 
Sir, 
rrHE letter which you have done me the honor to write fincc the dep^rtunr 
* -^ of the Prcfldent of the United States, containsi difpofiiions worthy of your 
wifdom, and of the ièntimentô which charafterife you. The arrangement which 
you propofe, Si^*, fuUs us in every rçfpe^ : I fliall communicate them to thé 
confuls and vice-confuls of the Republic, and in recommending them to conform 
to them, I fl\aU add to the inftruclions already given on the fubje^ of prizes, new 
regulations., the rigid execution of which will prove to the federal government, 
that we' regard it as the firft of our duties to refpeft all the rights ot ibverdgnty 
of the United ^tes ; to undertake nothing that may be difagreeable to them^ 
and to unite all our efforts to perpetuate and to cement more and mort the con» 
ye^lioas which fo happily unite our two Kepublics» 

a E N B T. 
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Philadelphia, June açtli, 1793* 
Mr* J^trfmi Secretary of State ^ to the Minifter PUntfottntiary of France, 

Sir, 
^HE perfons who reclaimed the (hîp William as taken within the limits of 
-■■ the proteftion of the United States, hav4ng thought proper to cany their 
claim firÛ into the courts of admiralty, there was no power in this country 
which could take the veffei out of the cuftody of that court, till it fliould decide 
itfelf whether it had jurifdi&idn or not of the caufe; having now decided that it 
ha» not jurifdi^ion, the lame complaint is lodged with the executive. 

I have the honor to enclofe you the teftimony wheifon.the complaint is found- 
ed^ Should this fatisfy you that it is jult, you will be To good as to give orders 
to the coniul of Fi-ance at this port, to take the vcflel into his cuftody and de- 
liver her to the owners. Should it be over-weighed in your judgment, by any 
cpritradif^oiy evidence, which you have, or may acquire, I will aflc the favoK 
of a communication of that evidence, and that the coniul fetain the vefiel in his 
cuftody until the ex^utive of the United States coniider and decide finally on thç 
ftibjeft, 

I have thf honor to he luith much refpeftt 

iSiry your most obedient and 
most hunà)le femjant, 
TH: JEFFERSON. 

tdaryUtnd, Saint Marfs County ^ ff* ^ 

TDENEDICT WHE ATLEY, of Saint Mary's regularly admitted and qualî, 
^ fied as a branch pilot for the Chefapeake-Bay, and Potowmac river, being 
duly fwom, depoi«;th and fayeth, that on Friday the third day of May laft pait, 
being on the look-out for inward bound veffels, fell in with the (hip William, 
James Leggat, mallei', from Germany, bound to Potowmac, about nine miles 
to the eaftward of Cape Henry, he immediately took charge of the ftiip as pilot, 
and after being on board for one hour, and running into the mouth of the bay, 
with a leading wind, a fmall fchooner hove in fight, coming out from the capes^ 
fre run up along fide, fired one gun, aDd hailed the (hip j capt. Leggat hoi(le(i 
his Engli(h enfign, on which lie was ordered from the fchocner to Itrike \ the 
colours after fome time was hauled down, and a boat from the Ichooner with 9, 
lieutenant and fix or feven men, came on board and took poiîèilion of the (hip, 
as a prize to the fchooner Cincinnatus $ a prize mafter was ordered on hoard, 
and ail the hands of the (hip were put on boaj^ the fçhopntj*; except the carpen- 
ter and two or three hands. . 

After the capture, an enquiry was made of the deponent what cour{è would 
clear the middle gi-ound. The neceflfaiy information was given, and he the de- 
ponent, after being offered a confiderable rewaixi to carry the (hip to Philadelphia, 
declined it, and was put on board a pilot boat that came alungfide at the time. 

The deponent further fayeth, that he underftood from the captors, that the 
fchooner viras from Charleftdn, South-Carolina, and commiiTioned at that place 
by the Fi-ench AmbafTador, lately arrived from Fnuicc 5 that the captain, whom 
the deponent did not (ee, waç (aid to be a Frenchman, but all the men that board- 
ed the (hip appealed to be Americans or Englifh. She mounted four guns and 
carried about hfty men, he further fayeth, that at the time the (hip was boarded, 
the diftance from the (hip to the light-houfe on Cape Henry, d|d not exceed five 
miles at the utmofl. The deponent enquired what diHance from the land they 
were autbeiized to take prizes, he was anfwered not lefs than nine miles, on 
which he replied that the (hip at^the time of capture was not half that diftance 
£:pm the light-houfe; on Cape Henry. his 

, ■ SENEPICT X WHEATLj:Yr 

mark* 
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''Swom before me the fubfcriW one of the juftîces of the peace for the county* 
«nd ftate aforefaid, this eighteûith day of May, one thoufend fevea hundred and 
jûntty-^hree. 

M. JONES. 
State of Maryland, Saifrt Marfs County, to ^wit : 
Thefe are to certify ths^t Mordccai Jones, Efquire, before whom the within' 
^epofition was made, and who in witnefs thereto appears to have fubfcribed his ' ' 
name, was at the taking and iubfcribing the fame, and now is one of the juftice» 
>of the peace of the ftate, and for the county aforefaid, thereunto duly authorifed, 
commiflioned aild fworn,and that to all certificates of probated^ before him made,, 
and by him figned, due faitli and credit is and ought to be given, as w«ii in 
juftice court as thereout. 

In teftiraony whereof I have hereunto fet ray hand and affixed the public féal 
4>f office for Saint Mary's county court, this twentieth day of May, aniioque 
Pomini, oae thoufand fey^a hundred and ninety-three. 

TIMOTHY BOWES, Cierk of 
* Sai/it Mary's County Court. 

TjY this public ir^ftrument of proteft be it made known and manifeft unt» 
"^ all who fhall fee thefe prefents, or hear the fame read, that on the eighteenth 
day of May in the year ot our Lord, one thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 
three, btffore me, Aslheton Humphreys, notarjr and tabellion public, in and for 
ihe commonwealth of Pennfylvania, by lawful authority duly admitted and 
fw'orn, dwelling in the city of Philadelphia, in the faid commonwealth, per- 
fonally appeared James Legget, late mailer of the ftiip William, now in this' 
|iort of Philadelphia, John Whitefidc, late chief matte of the laid (hip, James 
, Kamfey, fécond mate, and James Manfon, boatfwain, belonging to the faid fhip, 
'and being feveralty fworn on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, did refpec- 
■jtively depofe^ teftify, declare, and fay in manner following, that is to fày, that 
^n or about the fixteenth day of Febmary laft, they failed in and with the faid 
-ihip from Bremen^ upon the river Wefer, with the wind at north-eaft, bound 
^n a voyage to Maryland, in Worth- America, and on the twenty fécond day of 
the fame month, came to an anchor at Stnimnefs, in the Orcanes, With a contrary, 
winçl, that on the twenty feventh day of March laft, they failed from Stramneu 
:aforefaid, with the wind at fouth-eaft, and on the twenty-fi!rft day of April , 
Jaft, the wind blowing very hard fplit the forefîûl, which obliged them to lay"/ 
the (hip too with thé reefed main-fail» the wind being at weft and by fouth, 
that on the twenty ninth day of April aforefaid, bein^ then in the latitude 
thirty-fix degrees tnirty-fiîç minutes north, a heavy gale of wind blowing from 
,the fouth-eaft, fplit the main-top-fail, and on the third day of May inftant,' 
at two o'clock. P.. M. they got a pilot on board, and at four o'cloet, P. M. 
of the feme day, the faid fhip being then about two miles off the light-houfe ' 
at Cape Henry, in fiVQ fathom water, and as near the fliore as the pilot on board' . 
judged" it proper to go, the privateer fchdoner Genet, commanded by Peter' 
Joanna, from Charlefton, fired one gun at the faid (hip William, and defired 
them to hawl down their colours and heave the /hip's head to the ealtward, the 
jfaid light-houfe the,n bearing weft north-weft 5 that the commander pf the faid 
privateer then took out of the faid Ihip, the faid matter, chief mate, iècond mate, 
boatfwain, four of the fean«n belonging to the faid (hip, and one pa(îènger, all 
of whom were put on board the faid privateer, and a prize mafter and fcven peo- 
pie were put on board the faid ihip, and the faid ihip lent up to this port of Phi- 
ladelphia, where ihe now lays, and thefe appearers, with the faid privateer, ar- 
rived at this port of Philadelphia, the fourteenth day of May inftant, at about 
four o^clock in the morning, fince which they have been let one by one, alter- 
nately on ihorc> until this day, when all of them being on ihore, they took the 



omntamty, it being the firft they havç had, ef proteftmg iieakft the capture 
«the faid fhip William. Wherefore the/faid Jsmies I^gget, J*Hft Whitelvi% . 
James Ramfey, and James Manfon; for themfclxes, their owners,, freighter»» 
mrrchantSy mariners, and all Qthersi intereiied or concerned in the faid tiip, or * 
bcr cargo, have protefted,. and by thefe presents do foiemli^lyproteiï; ag^iiqt the 
capture of the fajd ftip William, -by the faid privateer fchooncr Genet, and 
agzbiit all lofles, coétsi, cliarges, daniageâ, breaches of ImUs of lading, contrail»» 
corenantft, and agreements whatfoever, already fuffered, fuftained, of occafioned, 
oryihich (bail or may hereafter be fuffered, fuftained or occafioued, by reafon or 
means «f the n^emifes and againlt all incidents and cenfequence thereof, and 
jiierfifting in the faid pjpoteft, they the faid mafter and othei' appearers have fet 
their hands heretmto, the day and year firlt within written. Thus done aitd 
pniteibd at PhUadeiphia aJTocfihid, tfas day and' year aferefaid. . 

JAMES LEGGET, . - 
' OHN WHITESIDE,. 
JAMES, RAMSAY, 

B JAMES MANSON. 

^od attefior manu etJigiUû rogatu$. 
ASSHETON HUMPHREYS, Notarius PubUm, 1793^ 
I the within named notary, do hereby certify and attelt unto all whom it doth 
«r may concern, that the foregoing writing doth contain a juft and true eop)f 
of an original proteft taken and niade before me the faid notary, and reniainin^ 
^ of leccpd in my notarial olEce, in the city of Philadelphia, and that I have caie- 
fiilly compared the faid copy with its original, fb remaining of receMinmy faid 
q^ce, and find it exa^Uy to agree therewith. 

IÎK teflimony whei^eof, I have hereunto fet my hand and' affixed hiy feal of 
office of notary, at Philadelphia aforefaid» this twenty-third day of May» in ' 
i^ year of our Lord, one tlioufand feven hundred and ninety- three« 

. ASSHETON HUMPHREYS, i\ro^^i«f?i^/iViw 1793. 

Philadelphia, June»9th, 1793. 
Mr» JefferfoH Secretary tf States to the Minhtfr FUm^tetaiary af France, 
Sir, ' 

A COMPLAINT is lodged with the executive of the United States, that thfr 
*^ Sans Culottes, an armed privateer of France, did, on the 8 th of May laft, 
capture the Britilh brigantine Fanny, within the limits of the prote^ioiî of the 
United States, and fent die faid brig as a prize into thi^ poit, where (he is novr 



I have the honor to Inclofe you the teftimony whereon tlie complaint is fourni- 
ed. > Should this fatisfy you that it is juft, you will be fo good as to give or- 
ders to the comful of France at this port, to take the ve(lèl imo^ his cuAody, and 
deliver her to the xnvners. Should it be overweighed in your judgment, by an3r 
oontradi^ory evidence which you havcj or may acquire, I wiU aSc the favor of 
acommiinication of tliat evidence, and diat the coniul retain the vefl*el in his cu£^ 
tody, until the executive of the United States (hall cvnfider and decide i^naliy^ C4f 
tlK^âbjeél* ' 

I have the honor to be with much^efpe^. 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 

TH; JEFFERSON, 
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(COPY) ' -^ 

Firgima, to wit,' 
^'T^O all perlons whom it tfiay conceaTn, I, Joîm Nivïfon, notary public for tfa» 
"** diftrii^l of Norfolk, by lawful authority duly admitted and qualifjci, do r 
hereby certify and make knt>wn, that Captain Michael Pyk, late mafter of tise 
brig Fanny, DaVid Mac Intpfli mate, and John Mac Cattie, one of the failiora, 
perlbn'ally appeared before me, and being duly fvrom on t;he Holy Evangelilts of 
Almighty God, depofed and faid, that they failed firnn Lucia in tlie liland of J»- 
tnaica, on the fourteenth day of April lare, having on board a cargo of fura and 
fugar, and4>ound on a voyage to Baltimore^ fhe being in good order fur the 
voyage j that on tlie feventh day of May, at lo P. M. being off the mouth oP 
theCheiapcake bay^Cape-Henry, bearing, by computation, N. W. by W. dill. 
tant about feven leagues, they were hailed by a fciiooner, and were inforweAthat 
there was a pilot on boaid for the Chefapeake— *they anfwered that they feouM 
n^t ftay for a pilot till the morning— that the wind being at N. B. they Aeci^ 
N. N. W. failing at the rate of fom* miles per hour, until half paft four A. M. 
on the eighth, when being in eight fathom oC watei-, Cape-Henry bearing N^ Wi 
by W. or N. W. diftant as above, by computation, four or five miles, they 
were captured by the boat aforefaid, which to theu* griat fuqjrize, jH-oved to be 
a French privateer, called the Sans CuUottes, I. B. A. Ferry, ccpunander^ 
mounting four guns and two fwivels, manned with 45 men—that they were de- 
prived of the veifel and cargo aforefaid, and were detained oii board the priffateer 
until tlie eleventh of the fame month, when they were fet on Ihore in Lynn Ha- 
ven Bay, in the ftate ^forcikid, and that ont!» fame day they arrived at Norfolk. 

^ (Signed) ' Michael Pile, master^ Da^id Mac hiolj, maU i 

JùBn Mae Cattie, Jeamafi^ 

Wherefope,"! the faid Notaiy Public, at the requeft of the faid deponents, did ' 
and do now hereby folemnly protelt againft the privateer and her crew, for ail 
the loiles, cods, charges, Carnages and expences^ fuâfered or to be fufer«dby anf 
perfon or perfdns whomfbever intetefted or concerned' in the faid brig or her car- 
go, or any part thereof, on her voyage aforefaid, by reafon of the capture by the 
privateer aforefeid. 

In teftimony whereof, I have hereto fet my hand, and cau^ to be a£xed th^ 
ieal of my office, this litK day of Maty, 1793/ ' 

(Seal) JOHN NiyiSQN, Not. Pub- . 

Briti/b Conful"s office, Staie of Virginia, 

THESE are to certify, that John Nivifon Efq. before whom the fomgoinjr 
proteil was made, is Notary Public for the difhriâ of Norfolk» in the Itate^ors» ' 
iaid, and that full faith and credit is juftly due to fuch his attéfl:ation. 

Given under my hand and &al of office at Norfolk, this 14th of Maji^ 17994 

(Seal) JOHN HAMILTON, ConAil. ; 

City of PbtlaJelpbia, Jf. 

MICHAEL PILES, taafterof the brigantineFamiyi of London, b^ng duly 
fwora on the Holy Evangclifts of Almighty God, d^wfeth and fayeth i 
That he failed from Lucia, in the ifland of Jamaica, on the fourteenth day of 
April laH, bound to Baltimore, in Maryland, having a cargo of rum and fugar 
on board, the faid brlgantine being then in good condition j that on the 7th of 
May, at 10 o'clock, P. M. he, this deponant, being then in the laid brigantiney 
off the mouth of the Chefapeake-Bay, Cape Henry then bearing, by computation, 
N. W. byW. diftant about feven leagues, he was hailed by a fchooner and 
informed there was a pilot for the Chefapcake on board, to which this deponent 
anfwered that he fhould.not Itay for a pilot till the morning ; that this deponent 
hailed the fchoonec, and afked how Cape Henry bore> and what dittance ? and 
was anfwend from the fchoomri that Cape Hçnry bore N. W. and by W» 
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fwdity miles diftant. That tint wind belftg at N. É. this dieponeftt iiccftS 
ii. N. W. going at? the rate of about four miles an hour, until half paft four 
6'clock, or thereabouts, A. M/pn' the 8th of May, when being in eight fathoai 

• water, Cape Henry, at that tinw, bearing N. W. by W. or N. W. diftant 
^bout four or five miles, the. faid brigantine Fanny was captured by the faid 
ichooner, which, to the great furprize of this deponent, proved to be a privateer, 

' having on board a commiflion faid to hhve been granted by the French coniui at 

Charlefton, in South-Carolina ; the faid privateer, called the Sans^ Culottes, wa» 
commanded by J. B. A. Teny, mounted four guns and two Iwivels, and man- 
ned with 45 men ; that thià deponent^ the officers and crew of the (aid brigantule 
were all put on ftiore, on the nth of May, inJUynn-Haven Bay, in Virginia 5 1|^ 
the faid brigantine was fent to Philadelphia, whither this deponent came to* 
claim thç vcffel and cargo ; but the officers and crew of the faid brigantine being 
deftilute of friends and money, engaged themfelves on board other veffels iiv 
Virginia, for thepurpofeof fupporting^thentfelves, and being thus difperfcd, and 
feparated from the faid brigantine, he, this deponent is thereby deprived of their 
teftimony, which he could have obtained, if they had been fent into the pcjt of 
Phlladelphia,with the faid brigantme ; and further this deponent faith not. 

• Taken and fwom, at the city of Philadelphia, this 24.th day of June, 179 jy^ 
l^cfore me> 

J Oniii BARCLAY, Jlderman^ 
(Cofy) MICHAEL PILE. 



TRANSLATION* 

Philadelphia, July Sth, ij^i^ 
The 3d year of the French Kepublic- 
Tbe Miràster of the French Refuhlic, ivith the United States, to Mr. Jtfferfint^ 
Secretary of State of the United States* 
Si.R, 
*T*HE French armed veflcl le Vainqueur de la Bafille, of American conftruélioifi 
•*• apd heretofore bearing the name of Heftor, has failed from Charlefton, • 
fumiihed with a French commiffion, and her old American regifter, which th4 
commander, Hefvieux, fent to the çultom-houfe, after having cleared the bar 
of that port. 

This conduft, condemnable only for its timidity, has led the cuftom-houfe 
of Chailefton, to require the government of South-Carolina, to caufe him to bo 
eurefted; aiid in confequence £ Vainqueur de la Bastille , lias been feized at Wil- 
mington, together with a prize which fhe took in there. The laws of the United- 
States infliél no punifhment in the prefent cafe, only where there has been an 
intention of avoiding the duties impofed by the United States, and, as tit is proved 
by the war-commiifion and by the inftruftions in captain Hervieux's poffeflion, 
that he went out of the port of Charlefton only to refift, as much a€ poflible? 
the. imjuft attacks ^ of our enemies ; a duty which all the treaties authorife 
liim to fulfil, and\yhich no law of the United States, and confequently no order 
<rf"the executive of thefe ftates, canforbid hira to fulfil. I requeft you, Sir, tQ 
defire of the federal government the liberation pf captain Hervicux, and of hi$ 
crew of the Vainqueur de la Baftille, heretofore the Hc^or, and of her prire^ 
now detainied in the port of Wibzungton. Ngrth-Carvlina, 

.GENET. 



Philadelphia, ^fh Jufy, ijçi. 
ad year of the French Republic, 
^ve Citizen Ocndy Minijler PUnljntentlary of the French Republic, to Mr. Jejerfuttf 
Secretary of State, 
Sik,' - ^ ; ^ 

YOU required of me, details relative to the Brigantine la Petite Democrat, hereto- 
fore la Petite Sarah,' Rt prefent armed, and r^;ady to go Jtit of the Delaware. 
They are as follow : — ^This veffcl. Sir, of Englifh property, armed by our ene- 
mies with four cannon, and other arms, was taken by the Embufcade frigate, be- 
longing to the Republic of France, and fent into Philadelphia. Her conftruélion 
being elegant and folid, her bottom coppered, and a fwift failer, her mails and 
rigginj* being in a gpod condition, I have thought on the report of the captain of 
the Embufcade, and other enlightened mariners, that the acquifitioh of this v^ffel 
would be advantageous to the marine of the Rejpublic ; and this confideration, joined 
to the dcfire I had of finding employment for a great number of French marines, 
who were here expofed to the dangers which often attend idlenefs, and to mifery, 
determined me to take her on account of the ftàte. / 

I have had her repaired. I have compleated her armament, with cannon which 
I found on board of four French veflels, and given the command of her to* Citizen 
Amiot, enfign of the Republic, and when ready, J fhall difpatch her with a com- 
miffion of the Executive Council, and with my particular inftrudions. I fliould 
coniine myfelf. Sir, to reprefent to you thefe fads, which require no difcuflion on 
my part, and which cannot create any difficulty on that of your government. Wheni 
treaties fpeak, the agents of nations have but to obey. Accept, Sir, my eûeem 
and refpcét. ^ 

GENET. 



^ Philadelphia, 9th July, 1793. 
id year of the French Republic. 
Tî&tf Citizen Gerut, Minifer Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, to Mr, Jeferfon, 
Secretary of State of the United States. 
Sir, 

THE Conful of the French Republic, in this ftate, four days ago requefted the 
Governor of Pcnnfylvania to order out of tHè port of Philadelphia, the Jane, 
an Englifh privateer, armed with fixteen cannon, which velTel came in the 4th of 
this month> without any appearance of diflrefs. ^ v 

The Governor replied ta him, that he could not take any meafuries. in this re- 
fpeA, during the abfcnce of the Prefident of the United States. Although this reply. 
Sir, is accompanied with very obliging and amicable expreifions, I think it my du- 
ty to obferve, that according to the tenor of the XXIId article of our treaty of 
amity and conmierce, it is not necefTary to Iwait the decifion of the Prefident, to 
caufe this privateer to depart, noth-^ving come in here in diftrefs, and 'having had 
time to take in more provifions than is necefTary to go to the nearefl port of the 
power under which fhe holds her commifTion, and according to different report» 
which I have jufl received, is augmenting her armament. 

The treaties being confidered by thé American people as the mofl facred laws^ 
the local governments of the United States are bound to acknowledge them, and 
all tht magiflrates obliged to ezectite them without delay. I therefore requeft you. 
Sir, to prefent thefe confiderations to the Governor of Pennfylvania, and induce 
liim to fulfil, againft the privateer Jane, thfe dutici which our treaties impofe 01^ 
kim. 

» E N E T, 



f so g , 

Philadelphia, July 14, Ï79J* 
Mr. y^Jfr/oei; Secretary •/ Statut to Mr, Genet, Mintfler Plenipotentiary of Frarue^ 
Sir,. 

THE Prcfident of the United States, defirous of having done what Ihall be ftri6t- 
ly conforraablc to the treaties of the United States and laws, refpeâing the- 
feveral reprefentations received from yourfelf and the miniftér plenipotentiary of 
Great-Britain, on tîïe fubjeA of veiTels arming or arriving within our ports, and 
of prizes, has determined to refer the queftions ariling thereon, to perfons learned' 
in the laws. As this reference will occafion fome delay, he will expeA from both 
parties, that in the mean time the JLittle Sarah, or Little Democrat, the fliips Jantf 
and VVillian*, in the Delaware, the Citoyen Genet and her two prizes, the Lovely 
* Lafs and Prince "^ViUiam Henry, and the brig Fann^, in the Chefapeake, do not - 
jdepart until his ultimate determination ihall be made known. You may be aflured. 
Sir, that the delay will be as Ihort as pollible, and the obje<â of it being to obtain 
the bell advice pofiible on the fcnfe of the laws and treaties refpcaing the feveral 
•afcs, I apoi pcrUiaded you will think the delay well CompeAfatcd. 
r have the honor to be. 

With fentiments of the moft perfeâ efteem and refpeâ. 
Sir, 
Your moCb obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 

Th: J 5 F F E R S O N. 

\ Philawelfhia, ^tb July, 1 793- 

ad year of the -Republic. 
the Citizen Genet ^ Minipr frm the French Republie to the United Stater^ to Mr. Jefr 
ferfon. Secretary of Btaieof the United States. 
Sir, 

I HAVE already frequently had the honor of converfing with you on the revolting 
treatment, which the Englilh veffels of wanufe on the high feas towards Ameri- 
can veffels. 1 have informed you of the feverc vifits to which they fubjeâ them, and 
of the feizuresthcy make on board of them, and under the proteâion of the flag of 
the United States, of the perfons and property of the French citizens. 

The reports of all the navigators atteft the truth of thefc fiads, and the complaint! 
rnclofed, prefent new proofs. ! requeft you, Sir, to communicate them to the 
Prefidcnt of the United States, and to be fo obliging as to inform me of the meafures 
he has taken, or thole he propoiès to take, to cauib our enemies to refpeâ the flag oî 
Xht United States as much as we ourfelves do, and to have delivered to our fellow 
.citizens the property of which they have unjuftly been deprivcd- 

I muft obferve to you. Sir, that as the Engliih will probably continue to cacry off 
.with impunity our citizens, and their property, on board of American vcfieh, 
without embarraffiig themlclves with the philof^phical principles proclaimed by the 
Preûdent of the United States, the engagements we haye cootraâed with you, 
placing us in the moft difadvantageous pofition, with refpcd to our enemies, in de- , 
privingus of the privilege of ufing at every point, with regard to them, the right- 
of reprifals, it is as neceflary for your as for our intercS,. that we fiiould agree 
quickly to take other meafures. I expe<a immediately. Sir, a pofitive anfwcr from 
the federal government, on this fubjeâ ; and I hope, that it will comport with the 
dignity and juftice of the American people, who ought not to require, if they arc 
not at prefent in a fituation to compel the Engliih to juftice, whom they have fatv 
inerly conquered, that we fliould expofe ourfelves and them longer, by a mifplaoed. 
complaifance,to the infults of that nation, towards whom generous proceedings ge- 
nerally lc9d only to pew outiage$. 

GENET. 
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C«/>y O^aDiCLARATION mnd Prot E ST. 

Tuts day, the 2 Jib June, 1 79 3, 2d year cf the French Repuhlic, pojl lî o*Chcit 

Afternoon y 

BEFORE us, John Baptlft Lemaire, ' Chancellor of the Confubte of the laid 
Republic, eftablifhed at Philadelphia, in the ftatc of Pcnnfylvania, one of die 
Uniced States of America, the underfigned, and in the prelence of the witneffc» 
hereafter named, appeared the citizen Silvat Du Camp, de la Baple Clairance, dc. 
partmentof , for the purpofe of SAYiVjcand Declaring, 

That having departed from the illandof St. Lucie, on the 9th of May, 1793, as 
paffenger on board the American brigantine Columbia, captain John Green, of 
this city of Philadelphia, for this port, an EngUOi privateer, the brlgantme Fanny, 
captain Broomfbury, of St. Vincent, 'captured the faid brigantine Colunhia, without 
any regard to her flag, on the 13th of the faki month of May laft, and conducted 
her into the port of Baffeterre, Saint Chriftophers, where he arrived the fame day, 
and where he found fi^r feven other American veffels, which had alfo been car- 
ried in there by force. 

That the merchandizes that he had on board the faîd brigantine Columbia^ conr 
fifted of 3 barrels of raw fugar, 7 bales of cotton, 8 calks and 8 bags of coffee, iz 
pieces of handkerchief of Beam, and about 45CO livres currency of the iflands, ot 
French and Spanilh coins, the whole amounting to 219091. lef. 6 deniers, money 

of the iflands, as appears by an invoice, dated the , of the appearer, and 

a bill of lading, of the fame month- of May, figned John Green, junior, exhibited 
to usbytheappearer, and which, at hisrequeft, fliall be annexed to thefc prelents, 
after having been certified 1)y him to be authentic, and by us compared with the 
Original. , » j -n 

That the above fugar, cotton and coffee, was Ihipped partly on account and rilk 
t)f citizen John Mcycie, of Bordeaux, owner of the fliip Titus of Bordeaux, and 
partly on accounts and filk of fundry other perfons interefted. 

That the intention of the appearcr had been, to difî)ofe of the faid fugar, cotton 
and coffee, on account of the above mentioned John Mercié, and of all thofe con- 
deemed in it, on his arrival at Philadelphia. . 

That onUiis arrival at Saint Chriftophers, all the merchandize already mentioned 
were debarked and feized by the admiralty of that place, as is proved by the certih- 
cate of E. Moore, fecrctary of thefai^admirahy, placed underneath the depoUtion 
Which the faid appcarer had made before the En<|lifll judge, Archibald Efdaie, at 
the faid ifland of Saint Chriftophers, and which he prcfented to us, and at his re- 
queft, is hereunto annexed, to recur to, duly certified and compared according to 
the ordinance. ' a -c 

That of the whole of the above, the faid appearer having required a cettiticate, 
we, the Chancellor above mentioned, have, by thofe prefents, granted the iame, to 
avail him as it may of right. ,» 1 /r j r n 

The faid appearer exprefsly detlaring and protefting, for all loffes, and tor all 

«xpences of damages and interefts, againft the faid Englifti privateer the brigantme 

Fanny, captain Bloomfl)ury, againft the faid admiralty of Saint Chriftophers, and 

' againft all others whom it may concern, for the carrying off and feizure made by 

them of all the faid merchandizes from on board the faid American brigantme Co- 

^ iumbia, captain Green, in contempt of the dignity of the American nation 

• Done at Philadelphia, in the Chancery of the Confulate of tb^ French Repub- 
lic, the faid day, mdnth, and year above mentioned, in the prelence ct tlic 
Citizens Martin, Ofter and Peter Barrière, refidents in this city, who have 
finned the fame with us and the faid appearer, after hating read the lame. 
The ipiuutesjof the prcfcst remaining in the Chancery. 

* J. ]^;B. i. E M- A A tt. ii» 
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Examined by us, Conful pf the French P.cpublic, at Philadcq-hia, this iSth 
Tuiy, 1703, ad year of the Republic. 
■ (Signed) FR01&. D U P O, X T. 

Certified conformable to the original. 

GENET. 



We the the undcrfigned pajf^ngers on board the gallioty the Ri-^ulatory Ca^.ta:n White, 
bound from 'Jeremie to Baliimore, in lie fuite of j.\Iaryland, 
Declare — 

THAT having failed on the night o^ the aift M.iy, 1793, we on the 23d, at 
three in the morning, met four French frigitjs, that on» of them having 
fired a cannon, ordered us to hoift out our boat, that one of the officers came on 
board, examined the papers oF the captain of tlic galliot, examined one of our 
paffports, , and then retired, tellliying his regret at having detained us. 

That on the 25th, about fix in the morning, being under the^^jreat Jrarrue, and 
very clofe to the land, wc faw a {Iccp who weighed anchor to the windv.-ard, 
bearing down upon us fired a ean'non at us and hoifted. an Engliili flag, fent five 
armed men on board of us, who rendered an account by a trumpet, that the 
vclTel was laden witli coffee and cotton, and that there were fome negro flaveson 
board. But at the moment there appeared two other velTels, towards which the 
privateer immediately fleered, ordering U9 to anchor. Thcfe two veffels v/erc 
found alio to be American, and were in like manner obliged to come tp anchor. 
A third appeared fome time after, and was likcv.':fc ordered to anchor. 

Ihe privateer was enij.ioycd invifitijig thcfe three vciTels until four in the af- 
tcmoon, darir.g which time we were unc'.er the T;uard of live men, who prefcnted 
themfelves to us more like pirates coming to feize their prey, than as privateers 
who have an intention to refpc<St a neutral flag. Thefe men whofe countenance* 
led us tobeHeve them capable of realizing the moft finifter things, prepared us for 
an event which would at the' fame time have, injured us, in making us fail in the 
oh'ytù. of our voyage* They informed us that we were to be carried into Jamaica. 

'At four in the afternoon, the captain of the privateer < came on board of us 
with ten armed men, they drove all the paflcngers out of their flate rQoms, with 
a naked fword in one hand and a piftol in the other, appearing difpofcd to proceed 
to violence, without the leafl effort on the part of their captain to check theni. In 
çn inftant ail the cffeds of the paffengers were ranfacked. In vain did captain 
White prefent to them his papd's, arid endeavour to flop them, they paid no at- 
tion and fcarccly looked at them. The reprefentations cjf thefe hoftile a^ls, ren- 
dering them ftill more violent, they threatened thofe who endeavoured to reafon 
with them. They broke the locks of the trunks without waiting till the keys 
were found, they raifed a part of the piank of the cabin, they rumagcd the cap- 
tain's trunk, they found money there, feizcd it and gave it to one of their people 
to take care of. At the fame time they went to the forecaflle, they broke open 
every thino; that was locked up. They forced the partitions which fcparate the 
births. 'I hey cat «'pen a great quantity of coOjc bags. 

Havirifr however found nothing in this fearcii, made with thegreateft brutality, 
which falfiiicd the affertion of captain White a: to the property of the cargo, they 
appeared much embarrallod at the part they fhouM take with rcfpc<9: to us. They 
in particular made offers to fome of the fer.mcJi to depofe againft the dcclarationi 
of our captjiin, tl vy f.:it three of them on board the privateer, whom they endea.- 
vfurcd cqiKiIly, hut asuiifuccefsfully, to fc-duce. 

'Ihis vexation.'' cmdmSl was interrupted by night cominp; en. It rray be con- 
ceived ]:ov/ we i:r.fred it, it did not to us ar.pear probable that men who appeared 
to breathe nolhiii^ but jùlla^c and robbery, would allow this oj^portunity («i 
CK»ne. 
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On the z6th, as foon a« daj^ appeared, captain "White was called on board the 
privateer, where fevcral difputes arofc, in >.vhich fome wifhed to have the velTel 
carried into Jamaica, others that the p-ifTengers with their effccfls fhould be put on 
board as prilbners, and others that the ciiptain's trunk containing money, ihould 
be fcizcd, others in fine, that they iliould felze the nejrro Haves, or fei^d captain 
White back with a new detachment, who ftiouid continue to fearch the efFecls and 
velTel. 

We obferved among this brutal and greedy bord, a'^man who not only difap- 
proved the condudt of the'others, but alfo appeared very much oppofed to t^he at- 
tempt which he faw them determined to commit in one way or another on neutral 
property. This was the furgeon of the privateer, perhaps he might l>ave had 
fufficient af.'cndancy to hinder them from taking the veffel, but he could not doubt- 
lefs obtain every thing : at eight o'clock the privateer gave orders to the 
detachment which guarded us, to bring oft* the neo^roes and return on board. They 
at the fame time permitted captain White to hoift fail, He fet fviii in order to go 
and reconnoitre two vcffels which were miking for the entrt'.icc. 

Under thefe circumftances, captain White, as well as the pairenr.;ers, having no 
means of reclamation, the former aga'inft the hollile proceedings of the privateer, 
the latter againil the carrying ofi'tlie negroes, could do no otherv/ife than follow* 
their dcftination, referving to thcrnfelvestlic privileges of their rc!|)c6live rights 
againft this piracy." ^ 

Several, men belonging to the privateer, have given us information relative to 
this-velfel, and the captain by the particular' information of the rnr;?;oon. -The 
veffel is caiîâd the Joft'ffh ajtd Mury^ of Kingfton ifland of Jamaica, commanded 
by David Harris, owners M. M. Allen and White, captain Harris appeared to u» 
to be a weak, indecifive man, without charaéler, having no authority over .his 
crew, and we cannot help thinking that in this rencounter, at tb.c mercy of a crev/ of 
fifty or lixty men, thé moft of whom eager for plunder, witho'ut any fubordiîia- 
t'lOTLy the veffel, our perfons and our property, have been in the greatest danger. 
Done on board the galliot called the Reojulator, cap:ain White, the 7th 
June, 1793.' 

SIMON WHITE, Capt:zln, 
LEWIS JEWELL, Majltr. 
(Signed) 

Pfter Nou,vel. "^ 

ClIOUOUET DE SaVARÏÀU, f „ /f 
G.XSTIN DE iSiOGERE, , f M ^ 

G. BfNTiza, J 



Certified tû Is confotmahlc to the original. 
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PniLADELniiA, açth y.v[v, 17^3- 
2d year of the Republic of France, 
^be Citizen Genet, Minifer of the Republic of Trance, to Mr, j\^.rfn. Secretary of 
State of the United Siatej. 
Sir, 

I RECEIVE daily new complaints on the infults v.'hlch the Englîîh arc pîeafetiï 
to commit againft the Hug of the United vStates, the pa]".rs here inclofed v/iil 
prove to you that the fovcrcig'^ity of your country 'is violated \vith impunity, not 
by the legitimate exercife wl:iv;h v.'c have tiioi.!ght proper fo w.n'kc of feme right* 
grfinted to us by treaty, but by the fpoliation, the pillup^e, the b.id treatment eser» 
cifed by onr enemies in contempt of your laws, aixi even under iliadow of, the 
Cgns of ycurfcvL-reignty. On a!i the feas an aiidajicus pir.-.c,-, purfues evcB in 
your vcflels French property, ar.d alio tl:at of the American^ when deiiined for oUr 
ports — your pol'.-V'cal ri^l'ts are coujitcd for nolîiing : îii vain do the princ'plcs of 
jjeutrrJity ci:;'.b:ith, th;:t fnj;;d:y vcrfTjlj nv-kj fi-ici;:;!/ ^oodi : in vain, lir, doci 



t S4 i ^ 

Ihc Prefident of the United States, endeavour, by his proclamation, to reclait« i 

the obfcrvation of this in?.xim ; in vain does the defire of preferving peace lead ' 

to facrifke the interefla of France to th:it of the moment ; in vain does the thirft 
of riches preponderate over honour in the political balanfcc of America : all this j 

management, all this condefcenfion, all this humility, end in nothing; our ene- 
ii;ie« laugh at it ;' and the Trench too confident, are puniftied for having believed 
that the American nation. had a flag, that they had fome refpeifl for their la-ws»^ 
fome convidion of their ftrength, and entertained fome fentiment of their digni-^' i 

ty. It is not pôÏÏibie, for mc, fir, to paint to you, all my fenfibility tt thia I 

fcaodal, which tends to the diminution of your commerce, to the oppreflion of i 

•urs and to the debarment and vilification of Republics. It is for the Americans ! 

to make known their generous mdignation at this outrage, and I muft confine i 

myfclf to demand of you a fécond time, to inform me of the meafure» which i 

you have taken in order to obtain reftitution of the property plundered from my 
fcllow^ citizens, under the prcteélion of your flag. ' It is from our government 
they have learned that the Americans were our allies, that the American nation ► 

wa« fovcreîgn, and that they knew how to make themfelves refpeded. It is then 
under the very fandion of the French nation that they have confided their pro- 
perky and perlons, to the fafe guard of the American flag, and on her they fubmit 
the care of caufing thofe rights to be refpc'dcd. But if our fellow citizens have 
been deceived, if you are not in a condition to maintain the fovereignty of your 
people, fp^ak ; we have guarantied it when flavcs, we fliall be able to render it 
formidable, having become freemen. 

Accept, Sir, my cileem and refpcA, 

GENET. 



. This day the l2ih of July^ 1793, 9.dyearof the French Jiepuhiic y 
A PPEARED before us, Francis Dupont, Conful of tlic French Republic, at 
JTjL Philadelphia, in the Hate of Pennfylvania, the underfigned Citizen la Rouf- 
fie, merchant of Bordeaux, now in this city of Philadelphia, who declared to us 
that having departed frcm St. Mark the 1 2th June laft, in the American brigan-> 
tine, the Governor Pinkney, of Charlefton, captain D. Jenkins, belonging to Mr. 
Therick of the faid place, the faid vcflel was ftopptd before the Molle on the 14th 
of faid month, by a privateer of the colony of Saint Vincent, who after having- 
vifited them and finding nothing which could lead them to doubt the veflel's being 
really American property, carried them in under the fole pretext, that they had 
©n board faid vcffel feme French paffengers ; the declarer complaining that they 
plundered his trunk of two watches, a chain, and a medal, à golden key and 
thirty- two* half Johannes, and otlier cCe^ls in linen, which places him in a cruel 
pofition, that they were carried into Providence where they remained only eleven 
days, at. a fcurtli of a dollar per day, at the en^ of which time they were fet at 
liberty, bccaufe the Ifland becan to want provisions, and that tjiey were there in 
too great ni:mbers. .The declarer had put en board Qn acccunt of fundry perfons, 
and to the ber.rer of the bill of lacirg, fcvcn hcgfheads, twelve tierces and fifty- 
three fticks of cofTcc ; eight large and fourTmall Isales cf cotton^ and twelve quar- 
ters of fugar, v/hich the American captain, whom he fuppofes to have been gaiped 
over, as well as fome others of thofe who were carried into the faid port, declared 
to be French proj^crty. 

1.1 ted-mony whereof, the fcid appearcr has figned the prefent with us, ii» 
preijiice of the two undc rfif^ncd witnefies. 

La roussie, BîNET OSTER,and 
Frcis. LUrOiST. " 
drt'Jliu CiinJcrtJiaHi A? tie cy'iviuaL 

GENET* 



THE undcrfigned citizens declare, That having departed from Càymîte ââparf* 
ment dv la Grande Anccy the ad June laft, in the American brig Ranger, cap- 
tain Perkins, bound for New- York, they were vifit^ m clearing the entrance of 
Ignague, by an Englifti privateer, armed by Monfieur Moz, merchant, of NaiTau, 
Providence, who made them prifoners, and carried them into fatd place. The un- 
derfigned weula have avoided expofing their fortunes in time of war, had they not 
counted on the inviolability of treaties of neutrality, which fliould naturally gua- 
rantee all property on board of a neutral veflel ; notwithftanding this confiderat ion 
was frequently urged to the privateer, he plundered us of a3o,opoIbs, of coffee, be- 
longing as well to us as four other paffengers of the faid brig, obferving that wc 
•were a good prize, according to a paper called a proclamation of General Waftiing- 
ton, conveying, in fubftance, that the property of fubjcds of the belligerent povvcrt 
jnight be taken on board Amprican veffels. 

In Teftiniony whereof, we have depofited the prefent declaration in the 
Chancery of ih& Confulate of the French Republic, m order to eûablifli our 
right at a proper time aixd place. 
New-York, /i&fSO/Ayi/jr, 1793. 
ad year of the French Republic. . . ^ ' 

Signed , in original, Morlei and M. Sarrazln Guel Ve. Ic Sieur, Boithon, 
and Lamarque, par main (^emprunt, , 

Certified to jje conformable to the original depofited in the Chancery of the Coa- 
ftilate at Kew-York. 

GENET. 



Copy of a Letter to Citizen Genet, from Conyngham Nejhitt and Co, 

Philadislphia, July %6iô, 1793. 
'.ÇiR, 

WE have juft received advice, that the fhip Sally, captain Griffith, loaded by 
us with flour, from Baltimore for Havre, is juft returned to faid place, after 
having been captured by a privateer, -and carried into Guernfey or Jerfey. Tîie 
proteSs and papers will be fe::t us by the nextpoft. The captain further informs, 
that they had alfo captured the fliip Columbia? of Baltimore, having on board th4 
French minifter drove from Portugal. 

Whenever wc receive further intelligence, wc (hall communicate it to you. ,, 

Being, with refpeét. Sir, 

Your's, &c. 



Certifié conforme à la lettre de M. M. Conynghâm Nelbitt et Co. qui eft reficc 
«otrc mes mains à Philadelphie, le a 6 Juillet, 17931, l'an ad. 

GENET. 



• PniLADELPHlA, July Z41B, 1793- 

Ifr, JefferfoHy Secretary •/ State, to Mr. Genet, Mînipr Plenipotentiary of, France, ' 
Sir, 

YOUR favor of the 9th inftant, covered the information of Silvat Ducamp, 
Pierre Nouvel, Chouquet de Savarence, Gafton de Nogere, and G, Beuflier, 
that being on their paffage from the French Weft-Indies to the United States, 4ûn 
board merchant veffels of the United States, with flavesand merchandize of their 
property, thcfe veflels were flopped by Britilh armed veffels, and their propcrtf 
taken out as lawful prize. 

I believe it cannot be doubted, but that by the general law of nations, the goods 
t)f a friend found in. the veffel of an enemy, are free, and the goods of an enemy 
found in the veffel of â friend, are lawful prize. Upon this principle, I prefnmc, 
the Britifli armed veffels have taken the property of French citizens found in oot 
veffels, in the cafes abovementioned, and I confefs I {hpuld be at a lofs on what 
principe to rçeclaim it. It ii true, that fundry nations, defiroiw of avoiding the 



înconvcnjchclos of having their vcffels flopped fit fea, ranlackcd, carried into' port/ 
îind detained, under pretence of having enemy goods on board, have, in many in- 
fi ances, introduced, by their fpecial treaties, anothçr principle between them, thati 
m my bottoms /hall make enemy goods, and friendly bottoms friendly goods; a 
principle much lefs cmbarralFing to commerce, and equal to all parties in point of 
içain and lofs ; but this is altogether the effcét of particular treaty, controling, in 
fpecial cafes, the general principle of the law of nations, and therefore taking effecSt 
between fuch nations only as have fo agreed to control it. England has generally 
determined to adhere to the rigorous principle, having in no inftancc, as far as 1 re- 
tolleâ, agreed to the modification of letting the property of the goods follo^y that 
of the veflel, except in the finglc.one of her treaty with France. We have adopted 
this modification in our treaties v/ith France, the United Netherlands and PruiTia,- 
and therefore, as to them, our veffels covef the goods of their enemies, and we lofe- 
yur goods when in the veffels of their enemies. Accordingly, you will l?e pleafed 
to recolleâ, that in the late cafe of Holland and Mackie, citizens of the United 
States, who had laden a cargo of flour on board a Britifli veflel, which was taken 
by the French frigate Ambufcade, and brought into this port; when I reclaimed 
the cai-go, it was only on the ground that they were ignorant of the declaration of 
war when it wa« fliippe'd. You obferved, hoi?^ever, that the 14th article of our 
treaty had provided tiiat ignorance fliould not be pleaded beyond two months after 
the declaration of war, which term had elapfed, in this cafe, by fome few days ; 
and finding that to be the truth, though their real ignorance was equally true, I 
declmed the reclamation, as it never was in my view to reclaim the' cargo, nor in 
your's to offer to reftore it, by queftioning the rule eftabliftied in our treaty, that 
enemy bottoms niake enemy goods.. With England, Spain, Portugal and Auflria, 
we have no treaties, therefore we have nothing to oppofc to their aéling according 
to the general law of nations, that enemy goods are lawful prize, though found in 
the bottoms of a friend. Nor do I fee that France can fuffer on the whole, for 
tiiough flic lofes her goods in our veffels, when found therein by England, Spain, 
Portugal or Auflria, yet flie gains our goods, when found in the veffels of England, 
Spain, Portugal, Auflria, the United Netherlands or Pruflia ; and I believe I may 
fafely affirm, that we have more goods afloat in the vcffels of thefe fix nations, than 
France has afloat in our veffels, and confequently, that France is the gainer,, and 
we the lofcr, by the principle of our treaty ; indeed we arc lofers in every direc- 
tion of that principle ; for when it works in our favour, it is to fave the goods of 
our friends, when it works againft us, it is to lofe our own, and we fliall continue 
to lofe while the rule is only partially eftabliflied. When we fliall have eftabliflied 
it with all nations, we fliall be in a condition neither to gain nor lofe, but fliall be 
lefs expofed to vexatious fearches at fea. To this condition, we are endeavouring to 
advance ; but as it depends on the will of other nations, as well as our own, we 
can only obtain it when they fliall be ready to concur. 

I cannot therefore hut flatter myfelf, that on revifing the cafes of Ducamp and 
•thers, you will perceive, that their loffcs rcfujt from the {bate of war, which ha» 
permitted their enemies to take their goods, though found in our veffels, and con- 
fequently, from circumftances over which we have no control. 

The rudenefs to their perfons pradifed by their enemies, is certainly not favorable, 
to the charaâer of the latter. We feel for it as much as for tlie extenfion of it to 
our own citizens, their companions, and find in it a motive for requiring meafurem 
*Q be taken, which may prevent repetitions of it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Tu: JEFFE-RSOK- 



PaiLABRLPHIA, Au^Jf Jt\i, î^ji^ 

Mr. ycjferfon Sesrstary tf f.aU^ to Mr. Genet Minifigr plenipotentiary of France, 
Sir, 

IN a letter of June 5th, I had the honor to infonto you, that the Prefident, al^ 
''ter re-confidering, at your requeft, the cafe of vcflels armed Avithin our ports, 
to commit hoftilities on hâtions at peace with the United States, -had finally, de- 
termined, that it could not be admitted, and defired, that all thofe, which had been 
fo armed, fhould depart from our ports. It being underftood afterwards that theCs 
ineflels cither ftill remained in our ports, or had only left them to cruiie on our 
coafls, and return again with their prizes, and that another velTel, the Little De- 
mocrat, had been finCe armed at Philadelphia, it was defired in my letter of tha 
1 2th of July, that fuch veffels with their prizes fliould be detained, till a deter- 
mination Ihould be had of what was to be done Under thefe circumftancss. In 
di-regard, however of this defire, the Little Democrat went out immediately on a 
cruife 

I have it now in charge, to inform you that the Prefident confiders the United 
States, as bound, purfuant to pofitive afurances, given in conformity to the lawi 
of neutrality, to eifeduate the refti>ration of, or to make compenfation for, 
prizes, which fliall have been made, qf any of the parties at war with France, 
lubfequent to the fifth day of June laft, by privateers fitted out of our ports. 

That it is confequently expected, that you will caufe refi:itution to' be made of 
all prizes takenl and brought into our ports, fubfequent to the above mentioned 
day, by fuch privateers ; in defeÔ of which,- the Prefident confiders it, as incum- 
bent upon the United States, to indemnify the owners of thofe prizes. The in- 
demnification to be reimburfed by the French nation. 

That, befides taking efiicacious meafi^res to prevent the future fitting out priva- 
teers in the ports of the United States, they will not give aflylum therein, to any 
which fliall have been at any time ib fitted out, and will caufe refiitution of all 
fuch prizes, as ihaU be hereafter brought within their ports, by any of the faid 
privateers. 

It would have been but proper refpe<5l to the authority of the country, had 
that been confulted before thefe armaments /vere undertaken. It would have been 
làtisBïétory, however, if their fenfe of them, when declared, had been duly ac- 
quiefced in. Reparation of the injury, to which the United States have been 
made, fo involuntarily initnmiental, is all which now remain», and in this your 
•ompliance cannot but be expeâed. 

In confequence of the information given m your letter of the 4th i^ftant, that 
certain citizens of St» Domingo, lately arrived in the United States, were aflbci- 
ttting for the purpofe of undertaking a military expedition, from the tefritory of 
the United States, againft that iflai^d, the Governor of Maryland, within which 
ftate, the expedition is underftood to be preparing, is inillruâed to take effectual 
«eafures to prevent the fame. 

I have the honor to be. 
With great refpeét, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient, and 
' ' moft humble fervant, 

Th: JEFFER$ON- 
; Philadelphia, Augufi i6th, 1793. 
JWr. yiffârfoHy Secreltary of State, tù Mr, Morris, Minifler Plenipotentiary of the United 
States "with the Republie of France. 
SiK, 

IN my letter of June 13th, I indofedto you the copies of feveral letters, wliick 
had pafled between Mr. Ternant, Mr. Genet, and myfclf, on the occurences to 
which the prefeat war had given rife within our ports. The objeft of this com- 
mnnication was to enable you to explain the principle» on which our government v/at 
«^ndu^ing itfelf toward» thf beiiigerçnt parties ; principle! whicb m^t iig(\ jg ^ 
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cafes be fatisfaiSlory to all, but were meant to be juft and impartial to all. Mr. 
Genet had been then but a little time with us ; and but a little more was nc- 
ceffary to develope in him a charader and condud, fo unexpe<5ledi and fo extra- 
ordinary, as to place us in thcmoft diftreffing delemma, between our regard 
for his nation, which is confiant and fmcere, and a regard for our laws, the 
authority of which muft be niaintained ; for the peace of our country which 
the executive magiftrate is charged to preferve ; for its honour offended in the 
perfon of that magiftrate ; and for its charaéler grofsly traduced in the conver- 
fations and letters of this gentlemai^. Tn the courfe of rhefe tranfaâiqns, it 
has been a great comfort to us to believe, that none of them were within the inten- 
tions or expectations of his employers. Thefe had been too recently expreffed in 
ads wiiich nothing could difcolour, in the letters nf the executive council, in the 
letters and decrees of the National AfTembly, and in the general demeanor of the 
nation toyrards us^ to afcribe to them things of fo contrary a charader. Our firit 
duty, therefore, was to draw a fkrong line between their intentions, and the 
proceedings of their minifler ; our fécond, to lay thofe proceedings faithfully be- 
fore them. 

Oct the declaration of war between France and England, the United States be- 
ing at peace with both, their fituation was fo new and unexperienced by them- 
felves, that their citizens were not, in the firfl inftant, fenfiblc of the new duties 
xefulting therefrpm, and of the reftraints it would impofe even en their dijjto/itim» 
towards the belligerent powers. Some of them imagined (and chiefly their tran- 
£ent fea-faring citizens) that they were free to indulge thofe difpofitions, to take 
fide with either party, and enrich themfelves by depredations on the conunerce of 
the other, and were meditating entèrprifes of this nature, as there was reafon to 
l>elieve. In this ftate of the public mind, and before it fliould take an çrreneout 
diredipn, difficult ^to be fet right, and dangerous to themfelves and their country, the 
Prefident thought it expedient, through the channel of a proclamation, to remind 
our fellow-citizens, that we were in a ftate of peace with all the belligerent pow- 
ers, that in that ftate it was our duty neither to aid nor injure any, to exhort and 
warn them againft ads which might contravene this duty, and particularly thofe 
of pofitive hoflility, for the puniihment of which the laws would be appealed to ; 
and to put them on their guard alfo as to the rilks they would run, if they fhould 
attempt to carry articles of contraband to any. This proclamation, ordered on 
the 19th, and figned the %%à, day of April, was fent to you in my letter of the 
a6th of the fame month. 

On the day of its publication, we receiifcd through the channel of the newfpa^ 
pers, the firA intimation that Mr. Genet had arrived on the 8th ef the month 
at Charlefton, in charader of minifter plenipotentiary from his nation to the Unit* 
ed States, and foon after, that he had fent on to Philadelphia, the veflel in which 
he came, and would himfelf perform the journey by land. His landing at one of 
the moft diflant ports of the Union from his points both of departure and deilina- 
tion, was calculated to excite attention, and very foota afterwards we learnt that 
he was undertaking to authorife the fitting and arming of veflels in that port, en- 
lifting men, foreigners and citizens, and giving them commiffions ,to cruife and 
comsiit hoftilities on nations at peace with us, that thefe Velfels were taking and 
bringing prizes into our ports, that the confuls of France were afiiuning to hold 
courts of admiraljr on them, to try, condemn, and authorife their fele as legal 
prize, and'all this before Mr. Genet had prefented himfelf, or his credentials to 
the Prefident, before he war received by him, without hisconfent or eonfultation. 
«nd diredly in contidvention of the ftaté of peace exifting, and declared to ezift 
in the PrefidenVs proclamation, and incumbent on. him to preferve till the confbi- 
tutional authority fliould otherwife declare. Thefe proceedings became immedi- 
ately, as was naturally to be expeded, the fubjed of complaint by the reprefentative 
here of that power againft whom they would chiefly operate. The Britifli mini- 
fter prefented feveral memorials thereon, to which we gave the anfwer of May 15th 
heretofore inclofed to you, correfponding in fubftance with a letter of the lame 
4atc, written tQ Mr. Tcnnat, the ndsiiler of France then KÛdiog here» \ c^f 
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bt wWch I fend herewith. On the next day Mr. Gepet reached tïiîs place, ahoul 
five or fix weeks after he had arrived at Charlefton, and might have been at Philadel- 
phia,' if he had fteered for it direâly. He Was immediately prefented to the Pre 
dent, and received by him as tlie minifterof the Republic ; and as the conduA be- 
fore ftated feemed to bcfpcak a defign of forcing us into the war, without allowing 
lis the excrcife'of any free will in the cafe, noming could be more affuaging than 
his affurances to the Prefident at his reception, which he repeated to me afterwardi 
in converfation, and in public to the citizens of Philadelphia, in anfwer to an ad- 
drefs from them, that, on account of our remote fituation and other circumftances, 
France did not expeâ that we fhould become a party to the war, but wiihed to 
fee us purfurour profperity and happinefs in peace. In a converfation a few days 
after, Mr. Genet told mc that M. de Ternant had delivcrod him my letter of May 
Xjth, he fpoke fomething of the cafe of the Grange, and then of the armament 
at Charlefton, explained the circumftances which hud led him to if before he had 
been received by the Government, and confulted its will, exprelT'd a hope that 
the Prefident had not fo abfolutely de;cided againft the m,iaiiue hut that he would 
hear what was to be faid in fupport of it ; that he would write mc a letter on the 
fubjcA, in which he thought he could juftify it under our treaty ; but that if the 
Prefident fliould finally determine othcrwife, he muft fiibmit : for that alfurcJiy 
his inftrudions were to do what would be agreeable to us. He accordingly wrote 
the letter of May 27, the Prefident took the cafe a^jam into contidci-^ition, and 
found nothing in that letter which could Ihake the grounds of his former decifion. 
My lettqr of June 5th, notifying this to him, his of June 8 and r 1, mine of the 
17th and his again of the aad, will ftiew what further paffcd on this fubjeét, and 
that he was far from retaining his difpolition to acquiefce in the ultimate will of 
the Prefident. 

It would be tedious to purfuc this and our fubfequent correfpondencies through 
all their details. Referring therefore for thefe to the letters themfelves, which 
ihall accompany this, I will prefcnt a fummary view only of the points of differ- 
ence which have arîfen, and the grounds on which they reft. 
Letters Tune 8 ^^' ^^' ^^^^^ affcrts his right of arming in our ^^orts, and of 
A2 I May 27* "*^*^^"S o^'' cipzens, and that we have no right to reftrairi him 
^ ' ' or punifti them. Examining this queftion under the law of nations, 
founded on the general fenfe and ufage of mankind, wc have 
I 17 produced proofs from the raoft enlightened and approved writers 

Vattel 1 ^ f JOA °^ *^^ fubjed, that a neutral nation muft, in all things relating 
' ^' ' '*'to the war, obferve an exad impartiality towards the parties ; that 
favours to one to the prejudice of the other, would import a fraudulent neutrality, 
of which no nation would be the dupe ; that no fuccour fliould be given to cither 
Tinlefs ftipulated by treaty, in men, arms or any thing elfe direftly ferving for v/ar^; 
Wolf Ii7d ^^t the right of raifing troops, being one of the rights of fove- 
Vattcl 1 £1 K ^^^^^y* *°^ confequently appertaining exclufively to the nation 
»3> • J'itfeif^ no foreign power or pcrfon can levy men, within its territo- 
ry, without its çonfent ; and he who does, may be rightfully and feverely puniflied 1 
that if the United States, have a right to refufe the permiflion to arm veflels and 
raife men within their ports and territories, they are bound by the laws of n6i- 
trality to exercife that right, and to prohibit fuch armaments and enliftments. To 
thcfc principles of the law of nations, Mr. Genet ànfwers by calling them * diplo- 
Tmic £1 n^atic fubtleties,' and * apJioril'ms of Vattel and others.' But fomething 
J * ' more than this, is neceffjry to difprove them : and till they are difproved, 
wc hold it certain that the law of iiaiiôns and the rules of neutrahty, forbid our 
permitting either party to arm in our ports. 

7 « 22 8 ^"^ ^^^' Genet fays, that the 2 ad article of our treaty allov/s 
*' * ' * ' him ^xprefsly to arm in our ports. "Why liai he not quoted the very 
words of that article, exprcfsly allowing it ? For that would have put an end to all 
further queftion. The words of the article ai^, " It lliall not be lawful for any- 
foreign privateers, not belonging to fubjecis of the Moil Chriftiaa King, nor 
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fîtlzens of the faid United Statfl|, \?ho have commiffions from anf prince tr ftate 
in enmity with either nation, to fit their iliips in the ports of either the one or 
the other of the aforefaid parties." Tranflate this from the general terms in which 
it here ftands, into the fpecial cafe produced by the prefent war. " Privateers not 
belonging to France or the United States, and having Gommiffions from the 
enemies of one of them'' are, in the prefent ftate of things, " Britifli, ,Dntch and 
Ppanifli privateers." Subftituting thefe then for the equivalent terms, it will ftand 
thus, ** It fliall not be lawful for Britilh, Dutch or Spaniih privateers, to fit their 
'fliips in the ports of the United States." Is this an exprefs permiffion to France to 
do it ? Docs the negative to the enemies of France, and filence as to France herfelf, 
imply an affirmative to France ? Certainly not : It leaves the queftion, as to France, 
open and free to be decided according to circumftances ; and if the parties had 
meant an affirmative ftipulation, they would have provided for it exprefsly ; they 
^ould never have left fo important a point to be inferred from mere filence, or im-* 
plication. Suppofe they had defired to ftipulate a refufal to their enemies, but no- 
thing as to themfelves ; what form of exprcffion would they have ufed ? Certainly 
the one they have ufed ; an exprefs ftipulation as to their enemies, and filence as 
to theipfelves. And fuch an intemion correfponds not only with the words, but 
with the circumftances of the times. It was of value to e^ch party to exclude its 
enemies from arming in the ports of the other, ^nd could, in no cafe, embarrafs 
them. They therefore ftipulated fo far mutually. But each might be embarraffed 
by permitting the other to arm in its ports. They therefore would not ftipulate to 
permit that. Let us go badi to the ftate of things in France when this treaty was 
made, and we fliall find feveral cafes, wherein France could not have permitted us 
to arm in her ports. Suppofe a war between thefe ftates and Spain. We know, 
that by the treaties between France and Spain, the former could not permit the 
enemies of the latter to arm in her ports. It was honeft in hef therefore, not to 
deceive us by fuch a ftipulation. Suppofe a war between thefe ftates and Great'^ 
Britain. By the treaties between France and Great-3ritain, in force at the fignaturc 
of ours, we could not havç been permitted to arm in the ports of France. She 
cpuld not then have meant, in this article, to give us fuch a right. She has mani- 
fefted the fame fenfe of it again, in her fubfequent treaty with England, made 
eight years after the date of ours, ftipulating, in the 1 6th article of it, as in our 
aad, that foreign privateers, not being fubjeirls of either crotvrif fliould not arm againft 
cither in the ports of the other. If this hî^d amounted to an affirrnatiyc ftipulation, 
that the fubjedsof the other crown might arn; ip her ports againfl us, it would have 
been in dired contradidion to her aid article with us. So that, to give to thefe 
negative ftipulations an affirmative efFecft, is to render them inconfiftent with each 
other, and with good faith : To give them only their negative and natural effeâ, is 
to reconcile them to one another, and to good faith, and is clearly to adopt the 
fenfe in which France herfelf has expounded them. We may juftly conclude then, 
that the article only obliges us to refufe this right, in the prefent cafe, to Great- 
Britain and the other enemies of France. It does not go on to give it to France, 
either exprefsly or by implication. We may then refufe it. And fince we arq 
bound by treaty to refufe it to the one party, and are ffce to refufe it to the other, 
we are bound by the laws of neutrality, to refufe it to that other.— X^c aiding 
cither party then, with vcffcls, arms or men, being unlawful by the'Iaw of nations, 
and not rendered lawful by the treaty, it is made a queftion, Whether our citizens, 
joining in thefe unlawful enterprizes, may be punifticd? The United States, being 
in a ftate of peace with moft of the belligerent powers by treaty, and with all of 
them by the laws of nature, murders and robberies, committed by our citizens, 
within our territory, or on the hij];h feas, on thofe with whom we arc fo at peace, 
^rè puniihable, equally as if committed on our own inhabitants. . If I might venture 
to reafon a little formally, v,'Ithoiit being charged with running into " fubtleties and 
"'aplicrifms," I would fay, that if one citizen has a right to go to war ©f his owi^ 
auihority, every citizen ha» the fiime. If every citizen has that right, then the 
«ution (which is compofed of all its citizens) has a right to go to war, by th^ 
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*ttth©rîty of its individual citizens. But this is not true, either «n the general 
principles of fociety, <St by our conftitution, which gives that powec to congreft 
alone, and not to the citizens individually. Then the firft pofition was not true ; 
and no citizen has a right to go to war of his own authority ; and for what he 
does without right, he ought to be punifhed. Indeed nothing can be more obvi- 
oufly abfurd, than to fay, that all the citizens méy be at war, and yet the nation 
at peace. It has been pretended, indeed, that the engagement of a citizen, in an 
enterprjze of this nature, .was a diveftmcnt of the charader of a citizen, and a 
transfer of jurifdiélion over him t» another fovereign. Our citizens are certainly 
free to divcft themfelves of that charader, by emigration, and other acSls manifeft- 
ing their intention, and may then become the fubjed^ of another power, and free 
to do whatever the fubjedls of that power may do. But the laws do not ad- 
mit, that the bare commiflion of a crime amounts of itfelf to a diveftment of the 
charaâer of citizen, and withdraws the criminal from their coercion. They would 
never prefcribe an illegal adk among the legal modes by which a citizen might dis- 
franchjfe himfelf; nor render treafon, for inftance, innocent, by giving it the 
force of a dilTolution of the obligations of the criminal to his country. Accordingly, 
in the cafe of Henfield, a citizen of thefe ftates, charged with having engaged, in 
the port oi Charlefton, in an enterprize againft nations at peace with us, and with 
having joined in the aâual commiffîon of hoftilities, the Attorney General of the 
United States, in an official opinion, declared, that the aét, with which he was 
charged, was puciftiable by law. The fame thing has been unanimoufly declared 
by two of the circuit courts of the United States, as you will fee in the charges of 
Chief Juftice Jay, delivered at Richmond, and Judge Wilfon, delivered at Phila- 
deb^ia, both of which are herewith fent. Yet Mç. Genet, in the moment he lands 
at Charleflon, is able to tell the Governor, and continuesto affirm in his corref- 
pondence here, that no law of the United States authorifes their government to 
reftrain either, its own citizens, or the foreigners inhabiting its territory, from 
Varring againft the enemies of France. It is true, indeed, that in the cafe of Hen» 
£eld, the jury which tried, abfolved him. But it appeared, on the trial, that the 
crime was not knowingly and wilfully committed ; that Henfield was ignorant of 
the unlawfulnefs of his undertaking ; that in the moment he was apprifcd of it, he 
fhewçd real contrition ; that he had rendered ineritorious fervice» during the late 
war, and declared he would live and die an American. The jury therefore, in 
abfolving him, did no hiorc than the conftitutional authority might have done, had 
they found him guilty; the conftitution having provided for the pardon of offi:;ncei 
in certain cafes, and there being no cafe where it could have been more proper than 
where no offence was contemplated. Henfield therefore was ftill an American citi- 
zen, and Mr. Genet*s reclamation of him, was as unauthorifed as the firft eniiftment 
of him. \ 

2d. Another doélrinc advanced by Mr. Genet is, That our courts can take no 
cognizance of queftions, Whether veffels held by theirs as prizes, are lawful prizes 
or not : That this jurifdiAiop belongs exclulively to their confulates here, which 
have been lately ereded by the National" AfTembly, into complete courts of admi- 
ralty. 

Let us confider, firft. What i^ the extent of the jurifdidion which the confulates 
of France may rightfully exercife here. Every nation has of natural right, entirely 
and exclulively, all the jurifdiclion which may be rightfully exercifed in the territory 
it occupies. If it cedes any portion of that jurifdidion to judges appointed by ano- 
ther nation, the limits of their power muft depend on the inftrument of ceiCoii. 
The United States and France have, by their confular convention, given mutually 
{o their confuls, jurifdidtion in certain cafes Ipecially enumerated. But that con- 
vention gives to neither the power of eftablifning complete courts of admiralty v/ith- 
in the territory of the other, nor even of deciding the particular queftion of prize or 
fiot prize. The confulates of France then cannot take judicial cognizance of thofc 
4|ueftion3 here. Of thisopiniA^IVIr. Genet wjis, when he wrote his letter of May 
;j7th, wherein he promifc^to ccrre(5t the error of the conful at Charlefton, of whom. 
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m my letter <ii the 15th, I haid complained, as arrogating to himfelf that jurifdidioi», 
^ though, in his fuhfeqiient letters, he has thought proper to embai'k 

^unc 14. aa- i^ the errors of his confuls. . 

But the United States, at the fame time, do not pretend any right to try the va- 
lidity of captures made on the high feas by France, or any other nation, over its enc- 
nies. Thcfe queflions belong, \i common ufage, to the fo^ereign of the captor, 
and whenever it is neceffary to determine them, refort rnufl be had to his courts. 
This is the cafe provided for in the 1 7th article of the treaty, which fays, that fuch 
prize» Jhall not be arrefted, nor cognizance taken of the validity thereof; a ftipu- 
latiwKjnuch infiftcd on by Mr. Geaet and the confuls, and which we never thought 
of infringing or queflioning. As the validity of captures then, made on the bigb 
fiasy by ^ance over its enemies, cannot be tried within the United States by their 
confuls, fu neither can It by our courts. Nor is this the queftion between us, tho* 
wc have been milled into it. 

The real queflion is, Whether the United States have not a right to protect veflels 
within their waters, and on their coafts ' 1 he Grange was taken within \}m Delà* 
ware, between the fhores of Jerfey and of the Delaware ftate, and fevera 1 miles 
above its mouth. I'he feizing her, was a flagrant violation of the jurifdiélion of 
the United States. Mr. Genet, however, inftead of apologifmg, takes great merit, 
ID his letters, for giving her op. The William is faid to have been taken within 
two miles of the ihorcs of the United States. When the admiralty declined cogni- 
^Bcé of the cafe, Ihe was delivered to the French conful, according to my letter 
ci June ijth, to be kept till the executive of the United States ihould examine into 
the cafe ; and Adr. Genet was defired, by my letter of June açth, to have them 
fumiihed with the evidence, on behalf of^ the captors, as to the place of cap|pre. 
Yet, to this day, it has never been done. The brig Fanny was alleged to be taken 
within Ave miles from our ihore. The Catharine within two miles and a half. It 
ift an cflential attribute of the jurifdiéli«n of every country, to^preferve peace, to 
funiih aéls in breach of it, and to rcftore property taken by force within its limits. 
Were the armed velTel of any nation, to cut av/ay one of our own from the wharves 
fif Philadelphia, and to chufe to call* it a prize, Would this exclude us from the 
light of rcdreffing the wrong ? Were it the veffel of another nation, arc we not 
equally bound to proteét it, while within our limits ? Were itfeized in any other 
■waters, or on the Ihorcs of the United States, the right of redrefling is ftill the 
£une : And humble indeed would be Our condition, were we obliged to depend, 
for that,>çn the will of a foreign conful, or on négociation with diplomatic agents. 
Accordingly, this right of proteâion, within its waters, and to a reafonable 
diilance on its coafls, has been acknowledged by every nation, and denied to none '; 
and if the property feized, be yet within tlicir power, it is their right and duty to 
redrefs the wrong themfelves. — France hcrfelf has aflerted the right in herfelf, and 
recognized it in us, in the 6th article of our treaty ; where we mutually flipulate, 
that we will, by all the means in our porvery (not by négociation) proteél and defend 
each other's veflels and eÔecfts, in our ports or roads, or on the feas near our coun- 
tries, and recover and reflore the fame to the right owners. The United Nether- 
lands, Prufliaand Sweden, have recognized it âlf©, in treaties with us; and indeed 
4t is a (landing formule, infcrted in ahnoft all the treaties of all nations, and proving 
the principle to be acknowledged by all nations. 

How, and by what organ of the government, whether judiciary or executive, it 
fliall be redreflcd, is not yet perfedly fettled with us. One of the fubordinatc 
courts of admiralty, has been of opinion, in the firft inftance, in the cafe of the 
fliip William, that it does not belong to the judiciary. Another^ perhaps, may 
be of a contrary opinion. The qucnion is ftill fubjudice, and an appeal to the 
couirt, of laft refort, will decide it finally. If, finally, the judiciary Ihall declare, 
that it does not belong to the civil authority, it then refults to the executive, 
charged with the dircdion of the military force of the union, and the conduô of 
its affairs with foreign nations. Tut this is a mere queftion of internal arrange- 
ment» between the different department cl the government, depending on the 
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particular didion of the laws and conièitation ; and it cati in no wife concern « 
foreign nation, to which department thefe have delegated it. . 

3d. Mr. Genet, in his letter of July 9th, requires that the fhip Jane, which he 
calls an Englifh privateer, fliall be immediately ordered to depart ; and to juftify 
this, he appeals to the 2%d article of our treaty j which provides, that it fhall not 
be lawful for any foreign privateer to fit their (hips iri our ports, to fell luhat they 
have taken, or purchafe viéfcuals, &c. The Ihip Jane is an Englifli merchant reffc^ v 
which has been many years employed in the commerce be*:ween Jamaica aftd thefe 
ftates. She brought here a cargo of produce from that illand, and was to take 
away a cargo of Çolir. Knowing of the war when ftic left Jamaica, and that our 
coaft was lined with fmall French privateers,. fhe armed for her defence, aad took 
one of thofe coramiflrons ufually called Letters of Marque. She arrived here fafcly, 
without having had any rencounter of any fort. Can it beneccffary to fay, that* 
merchant- veffel is not a privateer ? That though (he has arms to defend herfelf m 
time of war, in the courfe of her regular commerce, this no more makes her a pri- 
vateer, than a hufbandman following his plough, in time of war, with a knife or 
piûol in his pocket, i^ thereby made a foldier ? The occupation of a privateer is t» 
attack and plunder, that of a merchant veffel is commerce and felf-prefervation. 
The article excludes the former from our ports, and from felling tvhatjhe has talem^ 
that is, what Ihe has acquired by war, to fliew it did not mean the merchant vcffd, 
and what flie had acquired by commerce. Were the merchant veffels, coniing for 
our produce, forbidden to have any arms for their defence, every adventurer win» 
has a boat, or money enough to buy one, would make her a privateer, our coaftt 
would fwarm with them, foreign veffels muft ceafe to come, our commerce muft 
be fuppreffed, our produce remaiaon our~ hands, or at leaft that great portion of it 
whiih we have not veffels to ^arry away, our pjoughs muft be laid afide, and "agri- 
eulture fufpended. This is a facrifice ho treaty could ever contemplate, and which' 
wc are not difpofed to make out of mere complaifance to a falfe definition of the 
term privateer. Finding that the Jane had purchafed new carriages to nioimt two 
or three additional guns, which Ihe had brought in her hold, and that (he had 
opened additional port-holes for them, the carriages were ordered to be relandcd, 
the additional port-holes ftopped, and her means of defence reduced to be exa<5llT 
the fame at her departure, as at her arrival. This was done on the generat 
principle of allowing no party to arm within our ports 

4th. The 17 th article of our treaty leaves armed veffels free to conduâiy whithcr- 
foever they pleafe, the (hips and goods taken from their enemies, without paying 
any duty, and to depart and be conduced freely to the places expreffed in their 
commiflions, which the captain (hall be obliged to (hew. It ' is evident, that this 
mrticle does not contemplate a freedom to fell their prizes here ; but, on the contrary, 
departure to fome other place, always to be expreffed in their commiffion, where 
their validity is to be finally adjudged. In fuch cafe, it 'would be as unreafonable 
to demand duties on the goods they had taken from an enemy, as it would be on 
the cargo of a merchant veffel touching in our ports for refrelhment or advices. 
And againft this the article provides. But the armed veffel» of France have been 
alfo admitted to land and fell their prize goods here for confumption ; in whidi 
^cafe, it 'is as reafonable they (hould pay duties, as the goods of a merchantman, 
Ismded and fold for confumption. They have, however, demanded, and af a mat- 
ter of right, to fell them fr«e of duty ; a right, they fay, given by this article of 
the treaty, though the article does not give the right to fell at all. Where a treaty 
does not gjive the principal right of felling, the additional one of felling duty free, 
cannot be given ; and die laws, in admitting the principal right of felling, may 
withhold the additional one of felling duty free. It muft be obferved, that our 
i£venues are raifed almoft wholly on imported goods. Suppofe prize goods enough' 
ihould be brought in to fupply our whole confumption. According to their con- 
ûruâion, we arc to lofe our whole revenue. I put the extreme cafe, to evince 
more extremely the unreafonablenefs of the claim. Partial fupplies would af- 
f<d the rcTCSUc but pvtiaUy. They would kffea the evil, but not the error, of 
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tlic «ônftruftîdA.' AikI I believe we may fay with truth, that neither pacrtf 
had it in contemplation, when penning this article, to abandon any part of itt 
revenue, for the encouragement of the fea robberii of the other. 

jth. Another fource of complaint with Mr. Genet, has been, that thfc Engliih 
take French goods out of American veffels, which he fays is againft the law of 
nations, and ought to be prevented by us. On the contrary, we fuppofe it to 
have been long an cftabliftied principle of the law of nations, that the goods of a 
friend are free in an enemy's veflel, and an enemy's goods lawful prize in the veflel 
of a friend. The inconvenience of this principle, which fubjcifls imerchant-veffel» 
' to be flopped at fea, fearched, ranfacked, led out of their courfe, has induced fevc- 
ral nations latterly to ftipulate agaînft it by treaty, and to fubftityte another in it» 
ftead, that free bottoms ihall make free goods, and ,enemy bottoms, enemy goods ; 
^rule equal to the other in point of lofs and gain, but lefs oppreflive to commerce. 
As far as it has been introduced, it depends on the treaties ftipulating it, and form» 
exceptions in fpecial cafes to the general operation of the law of nations. We have 
introduced it into oui^ treaties with France, Holland and Pruffia ; and French goods 
found by tl^e two latter nations in American bottoms, are not made prize of. It 
is our wife to eftablifli it with other nations. But this requires their confent alfo, 
is a work of time, and in the mean while they have a right to aâ on the gene- 
ral principle, without giving, to us, or to France, caufe of complaint. Nor do i 
fee that France can lofe by it on the whole. For though fhe lofes her goods when 
found in our veffels, by the nations with whom we have no treaties, yet Ihe gain« 
our goods, when found in the veffels of the fame, and all other nations : and we 
believe the latter mafs to be greater than the former. It is to he lamAited, indeed, 
that the general principle has operated fo cruelly in the dreadful calamnity whicl* 
has lately happened in St. .Domingo. The miferable fugitives, who to iave their 
lives, had taken afylum in oujr veffels, with fuch valuable and portable things a» 
could be gathered in the moment, out of the alhes of their houfes, and wrecks of 
their fortunes, have been plundered of thefe remains by the licenfed fea-rovers o£ 
their enemies. This has fwelled, on this occafion, the difadvantages of the general 
principle that * an enemy's goods are free prize in the veffel of a friend.' But it is 
one of tbofe deplorable and unforefeen calamities to which they expofe themfclve» 
who enter into a flate of war, furnilhing to us an awfullcffon to avoid it by juftice 
and moderation, and not a caufe or encouragement to expofe our towns to the fame 
burnings and butcheries, nor of complaint beoaufe we do not. 

' 6th. In a cafe like the prefent, where the miffionary of one government conftnies 
differently from that to which he is fent, the'treaties and laws which are to form a 
common rule of aétion for both, it would be unjuft in either to claim an exclufive 
right of conilruâion. Each nation has an equal right to expound the meaning of 
their common rules ; and reafon and ufage have eftablifhed, in fuch cafes, a con- 
venient and well underftpod train of proceeding. It is the right and duty of the- 
(breign miffionary to urge his own conftruâions, to fupport them with reafons which- 
may convince, and in terms of decency and refpeét which may reconcile, the govern- 
ment of the country to a concurrence. It is the duty of that government to'hfteh ta 
his reafonings with attention and candor, and to yield to them when juft. But if 
it fhall Aill appear to them that reafon and right are on their fide, it follows of ne- 
cefiity that, exercifing the fovercign powers of the country, they have a right t» 
proceed on their own conftrudtions and conclu fions as to whatever . is to be done- 
within their limits. The minifter then refers the cafe to his own government, 
aiks new inftruétions, and in the mean time acquiefces in the authority of the- 
country. .- His government examines his conftrudions, abandons them,- if wrong-, 
iniiffs on them, if right, and the cafe then becomes à matter of négociation be- 
tween the two naticns. Mr. Genet, however, affumes a new and a 'bolder 
lin^ of conduâ. After deciding for himfelf ultimately, and without refpeA to 
the authority of the country, he proceeds to do, what even his fovereign could not 
authorife; to put hirofclf, within the country, on a lipe with its government, a<ft 
ai co-fovereig9 of the territory, arms veffels, leviei mexti gives c9iiin;iiiQions of 
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ihaf, màeftmêtnûf ûf Ûem, and in dircfl oppofitioil to tlittf order» aild étortâé 
When the government forbids their citizens to arm and engage in thé war» h« 
undertakes to arm and engage them. Wlien they forbid veflel» to be fitted in their 
ports for cruiiing oh nations with whom tliey ar»9t peace» he Gommi0ions them 
to fit and ciiiize* When they forbid an unceded jurifiii^lion to hé txercifed 
Within their territory by foreign agents, he imdertakes to uphold that exerciie» 
^ and to avow it openly. The privateers Citixen Genet and Sans Culottes, having 
lieen fitted out at Charkfton (though without permil&on of thegovernfnent» yet 
before it Was forbidden) the Prefident only required they might leave our ports^ 
and did not interfere with their prizes. lnlt«Ki> howevei* oï their quittii^ our 
ports, the Sans Culottes remains ftill» ibnengthening and equipt>ing herfelfT and 
the Citizen Genet went out only to cruize on om- coaft, axld to brave the authority 
of ths country by returning into port again with her prizes. Though in tho 
letter of June 5th, the final determimation of the Prefident was comraunicated» 
that no hitui-e armaments in our ports ibould be permitted, the Vainqueur de 
la Baftille, was afterwards equipped and Commiinoned in ChÂrlefton» the Anti-» 
George, in Savannah» the Caramaenole, in ]>ielawarei a fchooner» and a iloop» 
in Boâoh, and the Polly or Republican was attempted to be equipped in New« 
York, and was the fubjefl of reclamation by Mr. Genet, in a ftyle which cer- 
tainly did not Uok like relinquifhing the pi>6Îice. The Little Sarah or Little 
Democrat was armed, equipped and manned, in the port of Philadelphia» under 
the very eye of the government» and as if me^^t to inlult it; Having fallen down 
the river, and being evidently on the poinf^^d^sparture for a cruize, Mr. Gentt 
was defiijsd, in my letter of July nth, on thr part of the Prefident, to detain 
lier till fome inquiiv and deteiinination on the cafe (hould be had. Yet within 
three or four days after, fhe was fent out by orders frdm Mr. Genet himfelf, and 
is at this time cruizing en our coafts» as appears by the protell of the mafter cf 
•ne of oiu: veflels mal-ti^ted by her. 

The government thus infulted and fet at defiance by Mr. Gextet» committed 
in Its duties and engagements to others, determined flill to fee in thefe proceed-» 
ings but the charaaer of the individual ; and not to believe, and it does not be^ 
licve, tliat they are by inftruftions from his employed. They had alTured the 
Britiih Minifier here that the veflels already armed in their .ports fhould be ob- 
liged to leave them, and that no more fhould be armed in them« Yet more had 
been armed, and thofè before armed, had eitlier not gone away» or ^one only to 
return with new prizes. They now informed him that the order tor dq)arture 
ftould be enforced, and the prizes made contrary to it Ihould be reltored or com- 
penfated. The fknie thing was notified to Mr. Genet in my letter of Auguft 
7th i and, that hé might not conclude the promife â^compenfation to be of no 
concern to him» and go on in his courfes» he was reminded that it would be.a 
£ûr article of account againfi his nation. ^ ' 

Mr. Genet» not optent with ufing our force, whether we will or nut, in the 
military line» agalnil nations with whom we att at peace, undertakes alfo to 
direét the ciiril government i and particular!)?' for the executive and Içgifiàtive 
bodies, to pronouiice what powers may, or may not be exercifed by the one or 
theotW* Thus in his letter of June 8th, he promifes to refpefl the political 
opinions of the Prefident, till thé Refrefentatives Jball have confirmed or rejeâind 
them, as if the Prefident had undeitaken to decide what belonged to the decifioii 
of Congrefs. In his letter of June i4.th» he fays more openly that the Prefiident 
ou^t not to hare taken on hiinielf to decide on the fubject 6r the letter, but that 
it was of importance enough to have confuited Congreis thereon \ and in that of 
June %^ày he tells tbePrdident» in dire^ terms, that Congrefs ought alreacfy t« 
have been occtipied on certain queftions which he had been too haily in decid- 
ing» Thtt» makifti^ bimftlf, and not the Prefident, the judge ot the ^w^s al'arlli* 
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•d by the conftitution to the executive, and dilating to him the occa£on whe« 
he Ihould exercife the power of convening Congrefs, at an earlier day than their 
own a6l had prefcribed* ' , 

On the following expreffions no commentary (hall be made. 

July 9. * Les principes philofophiques proclamées par le Prefident,'* 

June iz. «Les opinions privées ou publiques de M. le Prefident, et cette egldc 
ne paroiffant pas fuôifante.'f 

June 2» . « Le gouvenicment federal s'eft emprdïe, pouffé par je ne fçais quelle 
influence.'! 

June 22. * Je ne puis attribuer des deniarches de cette nature qu'à des impref*^ ~ 
(ions étrangères dont le tems et le vérité triompheront. '|| 

June ^5. * On pourfuit avec acharnement, en vertu des inftru^lions de M. le 
Prefident, les armateurs Français. '§ 

June 14.. * Ce refus tend à accomplir le fyfteme infernal du roi d'Angleterre, 
et des autres rois fes accomplices, pour faire périr par la famine les républicain» 
Français avec la liberté, 'Ç 

June 8> * La lâche abandon de fes amis.'** 

July 25. En vain k defir de conferver la paix fait-il facrlfîer les intérêt» 
de la France à cet intérêt du moment ; en vain le foif des richeffes l'emporte- 
t-elle fur l'honneur dans la balance politique de l'Amérique, tous ces menagemens, 
toute cette condefcendance, toute cette humilité n'aboutiffent à rien ; nos ennemis 
en rient, et les Français trop confiants font punis pour avoir em que la nation 
Américaine, ayoit un pavillon, gy wt avoit quelque égard pour fes loix, quelque 

ll.nem'efl: 
L dinôinution 

, ,, , i'aviliffement 

des républiques — Si nos concitoyens ont été trompés, fi vous n'êtes point en 
ctat de foutenir la fouverainetè de votre peuple, pailez ; nous l'avons garaatie 
^uand nous étions efclaves, nous faurons la rendre- redoutable étant devenu* 
libres. 'ff 

Translations of the French passages* 

* * ^ke pbîîofopbical principles proclaimed by the Frefidetit.^ 

t ^^he opinions prrvate or public of the PreJidenU and this Mgis not appearing 
toyoufuffictent,' o jrr o 

% * I'be federal ^Qvernmeni bas been eager, urged by I know not nvbat 

influence^ 

jl * I cannot afcrihe meafures oftbis nature, but to extraneous impreJHons, «w 
^Afbtcb time and trutb imllMumpb: 

§ * rheypurfue<witb rake tbe Frencb privateers by the orders of the Prefident.'' 

f[ * Ibts refufal tends To accomplijb the infernal fyjiem of the King of England 
€mdo} the other Kings, bis Qfcomplices, to deftroy by famine French fr^emm and 

•*' *Tbe convardîy abandonment of their friends.'* 

tt ' In yain the dejire to pr^rme peace leads you to facrifice the interests^ 
France to this interest of the moment ; in 'uain the thirst of rubes pripond£raU$ 
against honor in tbe political balance of America j all this management, ail tbefe 
tondefcenttons, all this humiliation, end in jiothing . Our enemies laugh at it, and 
the French, too confident, are punifiedfor halving belie<ved that the American nation 
tad a flag-, that tt badfome refpeafor its la^ws -, fome cowvidion of its force. -, and 
tbattt bad fome fentment of its dignity. . It is not poj/iblefor me to paint to you all 
myfehfibtUty at thtsfcandal, rwhicb tends to the diminution of your commerce, to the 
cpprej/ion oj ours, and to the debafement and.nnlifcation of republics. 

* Ifourfello^^citizens ba^ve been decei<ved, if you are not in a condition to mmn- 
tatn the fonjereignty ofyourp€oble,fpeak : ive ba<ve guarantied it 'wben w$. w^r* 
JlawSf wg know byw to render it rejpe^gbk king become frèe^ 
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We draw a vdl over the fenfations which thefe esqjreffimif cxcîw. -No wm'dft 
•en render them 5 but«they will not cfcape the fenfibiiity of a friendly and mag- 
nanimous nation, who .will do us juftice. We fee in them neither the portrait 
ofourfelves, nor the pencil of our friends ; but ^p attempt to embroil both ; 
to add ftill another nation to the enemies of his country, and to draw on both 
a reproach, which it is hoped will never ftain the hiftory of either. The written 
©roofs, of whtch Mr. Genet was himfelf the bearer, were too unequivocal ta 
leave a doubt that the French nation are confiant in their friendfhip to us. The 
refolves of their National/ Convention, the letters oftheir Executive ^uncil at- 
tett this truth in terms which render it ne^efTary to ièek, in fome other hyjiothe-i 
lis, the folutionof Mr. Genet's machinations againftour peace and frieniÛhip, 

Confcibus, on our part^ of the fame friendly and fmcere difpofitions, we can 
with truth affirm, both for our nation and government, that we have never 
omitted a reafonable occafion of manifefting them. For I will not confider at 
of ihatcharafter opportunities of fallying forth from our ports to way-lay, rob, 
and murder defencelefs merchants and others, who have done us no injury, and 
who were coiping to trade with us in the confidence of our peace and amity. The 
violation of all ^ the laws of order and morality which bind mankind together^ 
would be an unacceptable offering to a jufl nation. Recurring, then only to re- 
cent things, after 16 afflifting a libel, we recoUeft with fati«fa6lion that in the 
courfe of two years, by uncealing exertions, we paid up fevcn years arrearage» 
and inftalments of our debt to France, which the inefficacy of our fifft form of 
government had fuffered to be accumulating 5 that preffing on flill to the entii^ 
fulfilment of our engagements, we have facilitated to Mr, Genet the efFe«5l of the 
inftalments of the prefentyear, to enable him to fend relief to his fellow-citizens 
in France, threatened with famine j that in the fii-ft moment ©f the Ijvfurre^Uoa 
which threatened the colony of St. Domingo, we ftepped forwatti to their relief 
with arras and money, taking freely on ourfeives the rilk of an unauthorized aid, 
when delay Would have been denial j that we have received, according to our beft 
abilities, the wretched fugitives from the cataitrophe o^ the principal town of 
that colony, wlio, efcaping from' the fwords and names of civil war, threw 
themfelves on us naked and houfelefs, without food or friends, monej' or other 
means, their faculties loft and abforbed in the depth of their diftreflfes j thai the 
cxclufive admiffion to fell here the prizes made by France on her eneiùles, in the 
prefent war, though unftipulated in our treaties, and unfounded in her own 

i)ra6lice, or in that of other nations, as we believe ; the fpirit manifefted by the 
ate grand juiy in their proceedings againft thofe who hdd aided the enemies of 
France with amis and icdplements of war 5 the expreffion of attachment t© his 
nation, with which Mr. Genet was welconied» on his arrival and journey from 
fouth to north, and our long forbearance uiider his grofs ufurpations and out- 
rages of the laws and authority of our country, do not befpeak the partialities 
intimated in his letters. And for thefe things he rewards us by endeavours tor 
excite difcord and diftruft, between our citizens and thole whom they have en- 
trufted with their government ^ betwten the different branches of our govern- 
ment ; between our nation and his. But none of thefe things, we hope, will 
be found in his power. That friendfhip which dictates to us to bear with his 
conduft yet awhile, left the intereft of ms nation here fhould fuffer injury, wiil 
haften them to replace an agent whole difpofitions are iuch a mifreprefentation of 
theirs, and whofe continuance here is inconfiftent wltli order, peace, jrefpe^l, and 
that friendly correfpondence which we hope will ever fubfift between tlie two na- 
tions. His government will fee too that the cafe is preffing. That it is impoffible 
for two fovereign and independent authorities to be going on within our territory, 
at the fajne time, without collifion. They will forefee that if Mr. Genet per-; 
fcveres in his proceedings, the conféquences would be fo hazardous to. us, the ex-* 
waple fp humiliating and pernicious, that we may be forced even to fufpend hi«* 
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Affîftîâiiit befbre & fbecêflbr ean arrive to continue than, IfèarzlûtétA h&vé 
not already been (bedding eacb others blood» it i« not o^ng to the moderatioir 
df Mr. Genet> but to the forbearance of the government. It is tvell known that 
if the authority of the laws had been reforted to» to#op the Little Democrat^ 
!*:« officers and agents were to have been reiifted by the crew of the vefiel» con-> 
' £fting partly of American citizens. Such events are too ferioUs, too poffible^ 
Co be left to hazaxd» or to what is worfe than hazard» the will of an agent whofii 
deiigns are To myfterious. Lay the calie then immediately before his government | 
accompany it with aiRirance»» which cannot be ftronger than true» that our 
friendfliip for the nation is conttant and unabating ; that, faithful to our treaties» 
^e have fulfilled them ifi every point to the beft of our underflanding ; that if in 
any things however» we have conftrued them amifs» we are ready to enter into 
candid explanations» and to dp whatever we can be convinced is right $ that iK 
oppofing the extravag»icies of an agent» whofe charafter they fecm not fufficicnt- 
ïy to have known» we have been urged by motives of duty to Ourfelves, and 
juftjce to Others, which cannot but be apprdved bv thofe who are juft them* 
l«hres 3 and» finally» that» after independence and feif-govemment» tiiere is no« 
ti^g we mpre ftneerely wifh than perpetual friendfliip with them. 

/ bave the ktmor io hg, tmit great efieem and refpeS$ 
Pear Str, &c. 
(Signed) T»r JEFFERSON. 

Note» / côfy o/tbefrecit&ng letter ivaffent enchfed by tpe Secretary of States 
§0 Mr, Gemt* 

' • Philadelphia» Auguft^jd, 1793. 

M^0 yefferjba Secretary 9f State^ to Mr. Morris Minifter plettifotentiary from 
the United Statfis to France, 
DBA» Sir» 
^H£ letter of the i6di inflattt» with its doquments accompanying this» wiH 
•^ fufiiciently inform you of the tranfaftions» which hirve taken j^acc be* 
tween Mr. Genet» the Minilter of France» and the government here» and of 
the painful fleceflity th(^ have brougjht on, of defiring his recall. The lettef 
has been prepared» m tlie view of being it^lf, with its documents, laid befork 
the executive of the French goyemnient. You will, therefore» be pieaied t# 
lay it btfore them, doing every thing Which can be done on yourpart» to pro- 
cure it a friendly and difpaflionate reception and coniideratUm. The Prefident 
vrofild indeed think it ^atly unfortunate^ were they to take it in any other 
light { and» therefore» charges you ver^ particularly» with the careof prefmtin^ 
this proceeding in the moft Toothing yiew» and as die ixfult of en unavoidahS 
Beceflity on his part. 

Mr. Genet» foon aficer hS$ arrival» communicated the d^cne of tlie National 
Convention cf February 1 5th» -1793, authonling their executive to propoie t 
treaty with us» on liberal principles» fuch as might ih-éngthcn the bonda of 
jgood-will» which unite the two nations ; and informed us in a letter of May 
s 3d» that he was authorifed to treat accordingly. The Senate being then ïa 
recefs» and not to meet again till the fall» I apprifed Mr. Genet that the paitU 
ctpation in matters of treaty» given by the conftitution to that branch of (W 
government» would» of courfè» delay' any definitive atiiwer to his &*iéndly pro* 
polition. As he was fenfible of éhis circumi^ance, the matter has been under* 
^lood to lie over» till the meeting of fenate. You will be pleafed» th^efore» to 
acplain to the executive of France» this delay» which has prevented as yet» out* 
formal accefiicto to thfeir propofition to treat $ to affure them» that the Prefident 
«râjl mieet them» with the moft friendly difpoûtions on the grounds of tmty^ 
jtfffolSai by thejilational Gonyeation^ as foon as he can do it in die htfoa m 
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tHr eoaRîtutîon» and ymx wUI, of eourfe, ftsegeft for this purpol^y that «tliBr 
pwweri of Mr. Genet he renewed to his fiicce&r. 

Since m]^ iaft, inrhieh was of the 1 3th of June, vonr No». 1 5» 26, 27 of Marck 
ft6th, April 4th and 5th hcsvebeen received. The public papers ient herewith» 
wHl give yoj* thecurrent news of the country. 

I have the honor to be» with great re^e^l and efteem» 
Dear Sir, 

y dur moft obedient and moft humble fervaoity 

TH. JEFFERSON. 

New-York, September 18th, 1793, 
sd year of the French Republic, one tmd huU'vifiblê^ 
êfkÎTseH Genet., Wtàfler Pktnpotentiaryf of the French Republic 'with the United 
Siatesi to Mr. Jejfferfin, Secretary tf State of the United States. 
Sir, 
pERSUADED that the foverelgnty of the United States refides «ITentially iHr 
^ the people, and its repreientation in the Congi^efs j perfuaded that the exectt* 
tive power is the only one which has been confided to the Preiident of the Unt« 
ted States j-^perfuackd that this magiftrate has not the right to decide queftions, 
the difcuflion of which, the conftitution reierves particularly to the Congreis ;-*«« 
perfuaded that he has not the powor, to bend exiiting treaties to circumftances, 
and to change their fehfe $«^perfuaded that the league formed by all the tyrants, 
to annihilate republican principles, féunded on the rights of man, wiif be ths 
object of the moft ferious deliberations of Congreis, I had defericd, in the fole 
view of maintaining good harmony, between the free people of America and 
France, communicating to my government, before the epoch at which tile repre* 
ientatives of the people were to ai&mble, the original cbrreQsdndence which has 
taken place, in writing, between you and myfelf, on the political rights of Finance 
in particular ;*^n the interefts of general liberty 5 and ©n the afts, proclama- 
tions, , and decifions of the President of the United States, relative to obje^ 
which require, from their nature, the ianflion of the l^iilative body : howeve^^ 
informed that the gentlemen who. have been painted to me fo often, as ariftoei-att, 
partilans of monarchy, partiians of England, of het conftitiiticHi, and cenfe* 
quently enemies of tlie principles which all go0d Fi-enchiBen have embraced, 
with a i^Ugious enthufiaim ;-*alarmed at the popularity which was reflected on 
the Miniiler of Frantic, by the aflfeé^ion of the American people for the Frenc)» 
Rœublic, and for the ^orious catife which it defends ; equally alarmed at my 
vnmaken and incorruptible attachmmt to the fevers maxims of democracy, wei^ 
labouring to ruin me in my 'cotmtry, after having re-united all the efforts tt> . 
calumniate me in the view of their fellow-citi2en8, 1 was going to be^in té c6^ 
loft thefe dfHiifting materials, and I was taking meafures to tranfmit them to 
France with my reports, when the denunciation whi^h thefe fame mien have e*^ 
0ited die Prefldent to exhibit againft me, through, ^tr. Mords, came to n^ 
hands. Strong in the principles which have dire^ed my conduct, fiieltered (rom, 
every well-founded reproach, I expe^ed, neverthclefs, to have found ih it fomt 
iibrioius allegations ; but wrfaat has beea jny aftohilhrnent on finding, that the 
American people were more outraged in it than myfelf, that it w^ Aippofed thait 
I extreifed over them a fûvereign Influence, that it was pretended that I wa* 
making them t^ a part in the war of liberty, for the defence of their bitthru»» 
of their aQjies, againft the intekition of their goveniment ; that jisdgmênts favoiv^ 
ftble to W'interefls, rendered in the midft of the acclamatiâDs of the cit&ms «»f 
Philadelphia, by juries and by indépendant tribunals, have not beetai the ekpre^ioli 
•f a ievere juftice ; in fhort, that 1 was a power wltlûn another power; Sv^h 
fbang;e accufations, jn-oiring o»ty that the Amerksti people loves ^ fttppdXfH 
•ar prmciptef ai^ our caii&^ .1: fpite of its numeroiM taeam$ | «id mU Ûê^ 
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fower which they dd'me the honor to attribute to mt, !s only that of gratitude 
fti-uggling againft ÎQgratitudey of truth combating error. I will fend no 

rather juftificat ion of my conduft. I will join only in fupport of the opinions 
which I meant to profefs, fome writiigs which have been publiihed here, fuck 
:^s thofe of Veritas sfnd of Helindiusy &c. As to the peribnal outragfes, as to the 
doubt« which you infinuate on m^ devotion to the union of the people, I have 
reafon to believe they will not make a great impreilion, when the anfwers {hall 
be recurred to, which I made to the numerous addrefl es which your fellow-citizen# 
deigned to prefeiit me i when it iliall be recolleAed that placed at the age of 1 2. 
years in the bureau of foreign affairs, it was I who had the advantage ot contri- 
buting to penetrate the French with the fpirit of 1776 and 17771 by tranflatingr 

,înto our tongue, under the dirc^ion of tny father, then head of the bureau, the 

^greater pait of your laws and of the writings of your politicians ; that f»ce that ^ 
epoch, always faithful to the caufe of liberty, I have rendered to the Americans, 
in tke different employments I have had, all the fervices which depended on me j 

*nd that, in fine, charged to reprcfent the French jpeople, with the firft people 
who have proclaimed the rights of man, knowing how far our ancient govern- 

.meat had put liberticide (hackles on the commerce and on the intimacy of our 
two nations, I liave negle6led nothing to obtain, on the one hand, the liberal 

.baûs on which the new bands which the French people deiire to contraft with 

- the United States, were to be negociated, in order4:hat on the other, the Federal 
Oovemment might be fenfible how urgent it was to occupy themfelves promptly 
on the concluiion of this true family compaft, which was forever to unite the 
political and commercial interefts of two people equally objeéls of the hatred oi 
all tyrants 5 befides, Sir, whatever maybe the refuk 6f the atchievement of 
which you have rendered yourfelf the generous infiniment,. after having made roe 
believe that you were my friend, after having initiated me into myfleiies which 
have inflamed my liatrea againit all thofe who afpire to an abfolute power, there 
38 an aA of juflice, which the American people, which the French people, which 
all free people are interefted to reclaim } that is, that there be made a particular 
inquiiy, in the next Congrefs, of the motives on which the head of the executive 
power of the United States, has taken on himfelf to demand the recall of a public 
minifter, whom the fovereign people of the United States had received fi*atemally 
and recogrnized, before the diplomatic forms had been fulfilled with refpeél t» 
him, at Philadelphia. 

It is in the name of the French people, that I am fent to.their brethem— 1# 
free and fovereign men : it is then for the feprefentatives of the American peo- 
lie, and not for a (ingle man, to exhibit againft me an a6l t>f accufation, if I 
aye merited it. A defpot may fmgly permit himfelf to demand-from another def- 
pet the recall of his reprefentative, and to order his expulfion in cafe of refufal* 
This is what the Emprefs of Ru(ria did with refpe^l to myf^f, from Louis XVI. 
But in a free ftate it cannot be fo, unlefs order be entirely fubveited ; unlefs the 
people in a moment of blindnefs, chufes to rivet their fetters, in makiifg to a 
ilngle individual, the abandonment of their mo(t precious rights. I pray you» 
^en. Sir, to place under tke eyes of the Piefident of the United States, the de- 
mand which I make in the name of equity, to lay before Congrefs for their 
<lifçu(iion at the epoch when they (hall be a(rembled by the law, if the great 
events which occupy the Univei-fe, do not appear yet fufficient tohaiiben their 
convocation,— I ft. All the queftions relative to the political rights of France, 
and the United States.— id. The different cafes refulting from our ftate of war 
with ^he powers of whole arts of aggreflion I have infonped you— 3d. The 
heads of accufation which the Minifter ot the United States with the French Re- 
public» is charged to exliibit againft me, aitti againft the confuls whofe chaiac- 
4er is compromitted and outrage, in the moft fcandalous manner, for havin|» 

•obeyed fup^ior orders ^ which it was neither in their power nor in mine to r«« 
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voke. In this ejqpeftatîon, Sir, I do not confidef the dîgnîty of the French natîoii* 
as compromitted by the extraordinary pofition in which I find myfelf, as well as* 
the coniuls, ahd I have to complain only of the fonnj» you have employed. 

The executive council of the French Republic had alfo complaints of a very 
different nature from thofe alleged againft me, to exhibit againft Mr. Morris,- 
your Ambaifador at Pai-is : but penetrated with a jult lentiment of refp&ft for 
the fovereignty of the American people, it recommended to me only to make con-* 
fidentiai obfervations to you on the neceflity of recalling this Minifter plenipo-' 
tentiary, accufcd by the public voice oCfafts eftabliftied, but not by the repre- 
lentatives of the people after a regular enquiry, of having favored as much as 
he could, the counter revolutionary projects of Louis XVI, of communicating to" 
him memoirs, in which he advifed him not to accept the coniVitution 5 of hav- 
ing had no conneftions but with furpe5t,ed perfons j of having affected the greateft' 
contempt for all thofe who ferved faithfully the caufe of the people ; hï having 
been the channel of the counfels which conducted La Fayette into the prifons 
of Pi-uflla 5 of having abufed the rel'peft of the French^people for the envoy of 
the American people, to facilitate more furely the correfpondence and the con- 
fpiracies of all its enemies j of having fhewn nothing but ill humour in his re- 
lations with the minifters of the French republic j oi havinjg affefted in wi'iting . 
to them, to employ, in fpeaking of the executive of the United Statesi^ only the 
words " in the name of my court,'* ib (hocking to republican ears ^ of havhig 
demanded a pafTport the loth Auguit, 1 792, to go into England with the Am- 
baifador of George III 5 and of having faid publicly, with a confidence which* 
the prefent event juflifies, that if the embaffy of the republic (hould be received 
at Philadelphia, its exiftence and that of the republican confuls in Amei'ica, 
would not be of long duration there. 

I have already mentioned to you, Sir, fome of thefe imputations j but, as I 
have already told you, out of, i-efpeft for the fovereignty of the United States, I' 
thought I Jhould leave to their vvifdom, the care ot taking meafures, tlie moft 
fiiitable to reconcile their dignity widi what their prudence might require. 

Not doubting. Sir, that the jultice which I require will be done me, as well 
as my co-operators, I ought to inform you, that I am about to have printed all 
my correfpondence with you, all my inftniâions, and all thofe of the eonfuls, in • 
order that the American people, whofe efteem is dearer to me than life, may 
judge if I have been worthy or not of the fraternal reception which it deigned to 
give me 5 if in all my official papers I have not expreffed my relpeft for that 
virtuous nation and my confidence in the purity of their fentiments 5 if I have 
infifted on a iingle principle, which has not been fupportcd fmce, by decifions of 
the juries or tribunals of the country 5 if in a6ling and- in expreffing myfelf with 
the franknefs and the energy of a republiâwi, I have attackal the conltitution ;' 
if I have refiifed refpe^ to a fingle law ; in fine, if, in reclaiming with all the 
jfirmnefs which was prefcribed to me, the faithful execution of our treaties, I 
have not endeavored to encourage the federal government to employ the only 
means, worthy of a g;reat people, to preferve peace and to enjoy the advantages 
of neutral;ty-«-<an ufeful object, not to be obtained by timid and uncertain mea-' 
fures, by premature proclamations, which feem extorted by fear, by a partial 
impartiality, which lours your friends without fatisfying your enemies, but by 
an attitude fii-m and pronoimced, which apprifes all the powers that the very 
legitimate délire of enjoy ir^g the fweets 3f peace, has not made you forget what is* 
due tojuftice, to gratitude, and that without ceafing to be neutral, you may ful-, 
fil public engagements, contracted with your friends, in a moment when you 
were yourfelves in danger. 

I will anfwe/ more in detail, Sir, at a proper time, to your violent diatribe ;* 
but it contains one fa6l on vAich I muft now give you explanations. You aie 
I9ade to leproach me with hsiving iodiicreetly- given toJny oB^ proCeedifigfi 
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• toneof colottfy yiAâch liasinduced a belief^ that ihef Aid not kniDW, in Fratli^t 
«ither my chara^er cr my maniters. I will tell you the reafon, Sir : it is that 
a pure and warm blood runs with rapidity in my veins ; that I love paiTionately 
my countiy ; that I adore the caufe of liberty j that I am always ready to facrifice 
jny life to it j that to me, it ^.ppears inconceivable» that all the enemies of ty* 
ranny« that all virtuov^s men, do not march with us to the combat $ and that 
Unrhen I find, an injuftice is done to my fellow citizens, that their interelts aie not t£- 
pouled with the seal which they merit, no confidà-atious in the world, would hinder 
either my pen or my tongue from tracing, from expreiTing my pain. I will tell 
yo^-then-without cereniony, that I have been extremely wounded. Sir, ift, that 
the Pi-eTident of the United States was in a hurry, before knowing what I had 
to tranfmit to htm^ on the part of the French Republic, to prodaim fèntiments» 
on which decency and friend(hip ihould at leaft have drawn a veil. 2d. That 
he did not fpeak to me at my &cfk audience, but of the friendfliip of the United 
States towards France, without faying a word to me ) 'without anouncing a 
fiiugle ientiment on our rsyolution $ whife all the towns from Charlefton to Phi'« 
IfLdelphia, had made the air iefound with their moft ardent wiihes for the French 
Republic. 3. That he had received and admitted to a private audience, before 
my arrival, Noailles and Talon, known agents of the French eounter-revolu.. 
tionifts, who have fmce had intimate relations with two members of the federal 
government. 4th. That this firft magiftrate of a free people, decorated his par- 
lour with certain medallions of Capet and his family, which ferved at Pari» 
as lignais of rallying. 5th. That the firlt complaints which ^ere made to my 
predeceilbr on tlie armaments and prizes which took place at Charlefton on my 
arriva], were in fa£l but a paraphraie of the notes of the £ngliih Minifter. 6th« 
That the Secretary of War, to whom I communicated the wilh of our govern- 
ments of the Windward lâands, to receive promptly, fome fire-arms and fome 
cannon, which might put into a ftate of deMce, poflèfiions guarantied by the 
United States, had the front to anfwer me with an ironical careUfihe&» that the 
principles eftabliihed by the Pirefident, did not permit him to lend us fo muck as 
a piliol. 7th. That the Secretary of the Treafury, with whom I had a con- 
verfation on thepropoiltion which I had made to convert almoft the whole Ame« 
rican debt, by m^ans of an operation of finance authorifed by law, into flour» 
rice, grain, ialted provifions, and other objets of which France had the moft 
preifing need, added to the refufal which he had already made officially of favoring 
this arrangement, the pofitive declaration, that even if it were praticable, the 
United States could not conient to it, hecauië £ngUuid would not fail toconfider 
this extraordinary mmbur^nnent funiiÛied to a nation with which (lie is at wai*, 
as an aa of hoftifity. 5th. That by infttuaions from the Prcfident of the United 
States, the American citizens who ranged themielves under the banners of France, 
liave been profecuted and arrefted ) a crime agaidl liberty unheard of, of which 
a virtuous and popular jury avenged with eclat the defenders of the beft of cauics* 
9th. That incompetent tribunals were fufiered to take cogni2ance of fa^s rela- 
tive to prizes which treaties interdift them expreffly from doing ; that on the 
acknowledgment of their incompetence, this property, acquired by the right of 
war, was taken from us* that it was thought ill of, that our confuls protefted 
againft thefe arbitrary a^s, and that as a reward for his devotion to his duty, 
the one at Bofton was imprifoned as a malcfaftor. loth. That the Prefident 
of the United States, took on himfclf to give to Our treaties arbitrary interpret 
tations, abfolutely contrary to theu- true lenfe, and that by a feries of decihona 
which they would have us receive as laws, lie left no other indemxnfication to 
France, for the blood ihe fpilt, for the treafure flie diffipated in fighting for the in- 
dependence of the United States, but the illufory advantage of bringing into their 
Jjorts the prizes made on their çncmies, without being able to fell th^. 1 ith. 
7hat no a&lwcr is y«t .give» tg the sotifiçatiça gi tht dccicc^ the ^atioiul 
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Ôonv^ntion for opening our ports in tlie two worlds t« the Amerlcaa ckizens, zné/ 
granting the lame favçra to them, as to the French citizens ; . advantages which will 
/ceafe if there be a continuance ih treat us with the fame injuftice. 1 2th. That 
he has deferred in fpite of my rcfpedful infmuations, to convoke Congrefs imme^ 
diâtcly, in order to tate the true fentiments of the pcopb, to fix the political fyftem 
of the United States, and to decide whether ttiey will break., fufpend or tighten 
their bands with France ; an honeft meafure which would have avoided to th« 
federal government much contradidiion and fubterfugc, to me much pain and (lif- 
puft, to the local governments, embarraffments, fo much the greater, as they 
found therafelves- pîacedbetween treaties, which are laws and decifions of the fe- 
deral government, which are not : in fine, to the tribunals, duties fo much the more; 
painful to fulfil, as they have been often under the neccfîity of giving judgment» 
contrary to the intentions of the government. 

It relults from all thefe fads, fir, that I could not but be profoundly affeifted 
with the conduâ:^ of the Federal Government towards my country, a condudl fo 
contrary to what the .will of their fovereign, to what the proceedings of mine 
gave me reafon to expeâ: : and that if I have Ihewn firmnela, it is bccaufe it was 
indifpenfable that my refiftance fliould be equal to the oppreflion, to the injuftice, 
which were in oppofition to the interefts confided to me ; it is, that it was not ia 
my charaâer to fpeak as many people do, in one way, and a6l in another ; to have 
an officiai language, and a language confidential. I have done ftriâly my duty ; 
I have defended my ground, and I will fuffer no precedent againft any of the rights 
of the" French people while there remains to me a hrcath of life ; while our two 
republics fhall not have changed the bafis of their political and. commercial relati- 
ons, while they (hall not have perfuaded the American people that it is more ad- 
vantageous for them to become infenfibly the flaves of England, the paffive tribu- 
taries of their commerce, the fport of their politics, than to remain the allies of 
the only power who may be in-ercfted to defend their fovcreignty and their inde- 
pendence ; to open to them their colonies, and to their riches tliofe naarkets which 
double their value. If it be to this that tend all the machinations fet in motion 
againft the French republicans, and againft their friends in the United States : if it 
be to attain this more conveniently, that they wifli to hâve here, inftead of a de- 
mocratic ambaffador, a minifter of the anticnt rCgimen, very complaifant, very 
mild, well difpofed to pay his court to people in place, to conform himfelf blindly 
to whatfoever may flatter their views and their projefts, and to prefer ahove all 
to the modeft and fure fociety of good farmers, plain citizens, honeft artifans, 
that of diftinguiftied perfonages, who fpeculate fo patriotically on the public funds, 
on the land» and paper of the ilate, I know not if the French republic can find* 
for you at this day, fuch a man in their bofom ; but in all events, fir, I can'aflurc 
you, that I willprefs very ftrongly, its government, to facrif ce mt •without be/îtatiên, 
if this injuftice offer» the Icaft utility. 

Accept my refpeds, 

GENET, 

• Note. This letter was one among feveral others which w;ere received at the 
Secretary qf ftate'» office in Philadelphia, there formed into a packet, Sept. 30, 
addrefied to him, and forwarded by poft to Virginia. By fome accident of tli« 
poft, they did not get on to him in Virginia, were returned tt Philadelphia, an4 
l4icrt rtc«^«d by Imm only tk« %d day of December. 
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PaiLADiLPHiA, Septmher sih, 1794- 

J^r, yejerfon^ Suriiary »/ Siale, t» Mr. Hammond^ Minijier Plinipotentiary of' 
Greai'-Britain, 
Sir, 

I AM honored withyoiir's of Auguft 30th : mine of the 7th of that mqnth aC» 
fured yon, that meafurca were tuking for excluding^ from all further afjrlum inf 
our ports, vcflels armed in them, to cruifc on nations with which we are at peace, and 
for the rtftoration of the prize», the Lovely Lafs, Prince William Henry, and the 
Jane of Dublin, and that ihould the meafures for reilitution fail in their eStdi^ 
the Prefident confidered it as incumbent on the United States, to make compenfa- 
tion for the veffels. 

We are bound by our treaties with three of the belligerent nations, by all tbs 
means in our poxvety to proteél and defend their veffels and effeâs in our ports or 
waters, or on the feas near our fhores, and to recover, and reftore die fame to 
the right owners, when taken from them. If all the means in our power are 
ufed, and fail in their efiedt, ' we are not bound by our treaties with thofe nations 
to make compenfation. 

Though we have no fimilar treaty with Great-Britain, it was the opinion of the 
Preûdent, that wc (hould ufe towards that nation, the fame rule, which, under 
this article, was to govern us with the other qations , and even to extend it to the 
captures made on the high feas ^ and brought into our ports, if done by veffels, which 
had been armed within them-. 

Having, for particular reafons, forborne to ufe all the means in our pavotr^ for the 
reilitution of the three veffels mentioned in my letter of Auguft 7th, the Prefi- 
dent thought it incumbent on the United States, to make compeniation for them : 
and though nothing was faid in that letter, of other veffels taken under like cir- 
cumftanccs, and brought in after the jtll June, and before ibe date of that letier, 
yet, where the fame forbearance had taken place, it was,/ and is his opinion, that 
compenfation would be equally due. 

As to prizes made under the fame circumilances, and brought in after the deis 
of that Utter y the Prefident determined, that all the means in our power fhould be 
ufed for their reftitution. If thefe fail, as we Ihould not be bound by our treaties, 
to make compenfation to the other powers, in the analogous cafe, he did not mean 
to give an opinion, that it ought to be done to Great-Britain. But ftill, if any 
cafes ihall arife fubfequent to that date, the drcumftances of. which ihall place 
them on fimilar ground with thofe before it, the Prefident would think com- 
penfation equally incumbent on the United States. 

Inftrudions are given to the governors of the different fiâtes, to ufe all the means 
in their power, for reftoring prizes of this laft defcription, found within their 
ports. Though they will, of courfc, take meafure»to be informed of tbeni, and 
the general government has given them the aid of the cuftom-houfe officers, for 
this purpofe, yet you will be fcnfible of the importance of multiplying the chan- 
nels of their information, as far as fliall depend on yourfelf, or any perfons under 
your diredion, in order that the governors may ufe the means in their power, for 
making reftitution. Without knowledge of the capture» thev cannot reftore it. 
It will always be beft to give the notice to them diredly ; btt any ijiformation, 
which you (hall be pleafei to fend to me alfo, at any time,* ihall be forwarded t» 
Uiem, as quickly as diftance will permit, / ' , 

Hence you will perceive, fir, that the Prefident contemplates rejitutiw or com^ 
penfation, in the cafes before the 7th of Auguft, and after that date, reftitution, if 
it can be effeded by any means in our power : and that it will be important, that 
you fliould fubftantiate the fad, that fuch prizes are m our ports or waters. 

Your lift of the privateers illicitly armed in our ports is, I believe, correct — 

With refped to loffes by detention, waftc, fpoliation, fuftained by veffels takes- 

as before mentioned, between the dates of June 5th and Auguft 7th, it ispropof- 

., «d, as a provifional meafure, that the colledor of the cuftoms of the diftrid, and 

iàu Britilh conful, or any other pcrfon you pleafe, fl;aH appoint perio»» to cftablilK 
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the ^ué of the refiel and cargo, at the times of her capture- and of her arrival i« 
the port into ^vhich (he is brought, accordin* to the value in that port. / 

îf this fliall be agreeable, and you will be plcafed to fignify it to me, with the 
Barnes of the prizes underftood to be of this defcription, inftrucftions will be give» 
«tcordin^^ly to the coUeftor» of the cuftoms, where the refpc<Slive vcffelsare. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Th: J E F F E R s O N. 

Philadelphia, September 7, 1793. 
Sir, 

FINDING by the protefts of feveral of the Confuls of France ;— by their advcr- 
tifements in the public papers, and other proceedings, and by other fufficieft 
teftimony, that they claim, and are exerciCng, within the United States, a general 
admiralty jurifdiélioii, and in particular, affume to try the validity of prizes, and 
to give fentence thereof, as judges of admiralty ; and moreover, tliat they are un- 
dertaking to give commiflibns within the United States, and to enlift, or encourage 
the enhftment of men, natives br inhabitants of thefe ftates, to commit hoftilitiei 
on nations with whom the United States are at peace, in direct?: oppofition to the 
laws of the land. I have it in charge, from the Prefident of the United States, to 
give notice to all the confuls and vice-confuls of France, in the United States, as I 
hereby do to you, that if any of them Ihall commit any of the aéfcs before mention- 
ed, or affume any jurifdidion not exprefsly givep by the convention between 
France and the United States, the Exequatur of the conful fo tranfgreffing, willbç 
immediately revoked, and his perfon be fubmitted to fuch profecutions and puni»h- 
. mcnts as the laws may prefcribe for the cafe. 

I have the honor to be. Sac, 

Th: je F fers ON. 
Citizen Francois Dupont, Conful, Philadelphia. 
Citizen Moiffonier, Vice Conful, Maryland. 
Citizen Mangourit, Conful, Charlefton. 
The citizen Hauterivc^ Conful from the Republic of France, at New- York. 

Philadelphia, September ^ih y 1793. 
Mr^Jeffcrfin, Secretary of State, to Mr. Genet y Minijer Plenipotentiary of Franee, 
Sir, 

IN my letter of June ajth, on the fubjeét of the fliip William, and generally of 
veffels fuggcfted to be taken within the limits of the protection of the United 
States, by the armed veffels of your nation, T undertook to affure you, it would be 
more agreeable to the Prefident, that fuch veffels ftiould be detained, under th« 
orders of yourfelf, or the Confuls of France, than by a military guard, until the 
.governnicnt of the United States Ihould be able to enquire into and decide on the 
idiSt, In two fcparate letters,' of the a9th of the fame month, I had the honor to 
inform ^ou of the claims, lodged with the executive, f«r the fame (hip William and 
the brig Fanny ; — to enclofe you the evidence, on which they were founded, and 
%o defire, that if you found it juft, you would order the veffelt to be delivered »o 
the owneh, or if overweighed, in your judgment, by any contradiétory evidence 
which you might have or acquire, you would do me the favor to communicate that 
«vidence, and that the Confuls of France might retain the veffels in their cuftody, 
in the mean time, until the Executive of the United States fhould confider and de- 
cide finally on the fubjeft. 

When that mode of proceeding \fras confented to for your fatisfadion, it vsrasby 
no means imagined it would have occafioned fuch delays of juftice to the indi-^idualf 
intcrefted. I'he Prefident ir ftill without information, either that the vcffeh arc 
reftored, ,of that you have any evidence to offer as to the place of capture. I am 
therefore. Sir, to repeat the requeft of early information on this fubjeâ:, in order 
•^atif any inj.ury has been done th©fe intcrsfted, it vx^y be A^ longer aggravatcd^y 
Àelay. 
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• The intention cf the letter of June 25 th, liavins; been to permit fuch velTcls f 
remain in the cuftody of the Confuls, inftead of that of a military guard, (which, 
in the cafe of the ftiip William, appeared to have been difagrecable to you) the in- 
dulgence was, of courfe, to be underftood, as going only to cafes where the Execu- 
tive mi^ht take or keep poITeflion. with a military guard, and not to interfere with- 
the authority of the courts of juftice, in any cafe wherein they fhould undertake to 
a6è. My letter of June 19th, accordingly, in the fame* cafe of the (hip William, 
informed you, that no power in this country could take a veffel out of the cuftody 
of the courts, «.ndthat it was only becaufe they decided not to take cognizance of 
that cafe, that it refulted to the Executive to interfere in it, 

Confequently this alone put it in their power to leave the veffel in the hands of 
the Conful. The courts of juftice eiercife the fovereignty of this country, in ju- 
diciary matters, are fupreme in thefe, and liable neither to control nor oppofition 
from any other branch oT the government. We learn, however, from the enclofed 
paper, that the Conful of New- York, in the iirft inftance, and yourfelf in a fubfe- 
quent one, forbid an officer of juftice to ferve the procefs with which he was charged 
from his court, on the Britifh brig William Tell, taken by a French armed veffel 
within a mile of our ftiores, as has been depofed on oath, and brought into New- 
York, and that you had even given orders to the French fquadron there to protect 
the veffel againft any perfon who fhould attempt to take her from their cuftody. If 
this oppofition were founded, as is there fuggefted, on the indulgence of the letters be- 
fore cited, it was extending that to a cafe not within their purvieu-; and even had 
it been precifely the cafe to which they were to be applied, is it poffible to imagine 
you might ^crt it, within the body of tlxe country, by force of arms ? 

I forbear to make the obfervations which fuch a nieafure muft fuggeft, and can- 
' not but believe, that a moment's reficdion will evince to you the depth of the error 
committed in this oppofition to an officer of juftice, and in the mean* propofcd ta 
be reforted to in fupport of it, 

I am therefore charged, to declare to you exprefsly, that the Prefident «peeks 
and requires, that the officer of juftice be not obftruded in freely and peaceably 
ferving the procefs of his court, and that, in the mean time, the veffel and her 
cargo be notfuffcrcd to depart, till the judiciary,, if it will undertake it, or himfelf, 
if not, fhall decide whether the feizure has been made within the limits of our pro- 
tection, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Th:JEFFERSON. 

Philadelphia, September çih, 1 793. 
J^i\ y^jfferfont Secretary of State, to Mr, Hammond, Minijler Plenipotentiary of 

Great' Britain, 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your two memorials, of the 
4th and 6th inftant, v/hich liave been duly laid before the Prefident of the United 
tates. 
You cannot be uninformed of the circumftances which have occaiioned the 
Trench fquadron, now in New- York, to feek an afylum in the ports of the United 
States. Driven from thofe where they were on duty, by the fuperiority of the 
adverfe party, in the civil war which has fo unhappily affliâied the colonies of 
France, filled with the wretched fugitives from tlie fame fcenes of diftrefs and de- 
folation, without water or provifions for the ffiorteft voyage, their vcffels fcarcely 
in a condition to keep the fea at all, they were forced to feek the nearèft ports in 
whicl* they could be received and fupplied with neceltaries. That they have ever 
been out again to cruife, is a ÎZ&. we have never heard, and which we believe to 
be inipoffible, from the information received of their wants, and other impediments 
to adtive fervice. This cafe has been noted fpecially, to fhew, that no inconveni^ 
•nte could <havc been produced to the trade ©f the fthsr belligerent powcrs/by Ùiê 
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yrcfence of tîiis fleet in our harbour». — I fnall novr proceed f more general 
ground. 

France, England, artd all other nations, have a right to crulfc on our coafts ; a 
right, not derived from our permiffion, but from the law of nature. To render 
this more advantageous, France has fecured to herfelf, by treaty with ua (as Ihe 
has alone alfo, by a treaty with Great-Britain, in the event of a war with us or any 
other nation) twafpecial rights. — i/l- Admiffion for her prizes ar;d privateers into 
our ports. This, by the XVIIth and XXIId articles,' is fecured to her excluflvely 
of her enemies, as is done for her in the like cafe by Great-Britain, were her pre- 
fent war with us, inftead of Great-Britain. 2d. Admiffion .for her public veflels of 
war into our ports, in cafes of ftrefs of weather, pirates, enemies, or other urgent 
ncceffity,- to refrefli, visual, repair, &c. This is not exclufive : As we arc bound 
by treaty to receive the public armed veflels of France, and ape not bound to ex- 
clude thofe of her enemies, the executive have never denied the faine rî^ht of afy- 
lum, in our ports,, to the public armed veflels of your nation. Tlic'y as well as 
the French, are free to come Into them, in all cafes of weather, pirates, enemies, 
or other urgent nece Jity, an<i to refrelh, victual, repair, ^c. An^î fo many arc 
thefc urgent necefiities, to veflels far from ,their own ports, that we have thought 
enquiries into the nature, as well as the degree, of their necefiities which drive 
them hither, as endlefs as they would be fruitlefs; and therefore have not made 
them. Arid the rather, becaufc there is a third right, fecutjd to neitht^r by treaty, 
but due to both on the principles of hofpltality between friendly nations, — tliat of 
coming into our ports, not under the pre;Jure of urgent neccjjtty, but wlîcnever their 
comfort or convenience induced them. — On tiiis ground alfo, the two nations arc 
on a footing. 

As it has never been conceived, that either would detain their Ih'ps of war in 
•ur ports, when they were in a condition f6r atSUon, we have never conceived it 
neccflary to prefcribc any limits to the time of their fcay. Nor can it be viewed as 
an injury to either party, to let their enemies lie idle in our ports, from year's end 
to year's end, if they chufc it. Thus then the public fliips of war of both nations 
enjoy a perfect equality in our ports — ift, In cifes of urgent neceflity — ad, In cafe» 
of comfort or convenience — And .3d, in the time they chufe to continue— And all 
a friendly power can afk from another is, to extend to her the fame indulgcncies 
which (he extends to other friendly powers. And thoufçh the admifiion of the 
prizes and privateers of France, is exclufive, yet it is the eflTcvfl of treaty, made long 
ago for valuable confidcratiom, not with a view to the prcfcnt circumftances, nor 
agamft any nation in particular, but all in general; and may, thcref)rc, lie faith- 
fully obC^rved, without ofFjnce to atiy ; and we mean faithfully to obfervc it. The 
fame exclufive article has been icipulateJ, as was before obferved, by Great-Britain 
in her treaty wath France, and indeed is to be found in the treaties between mofl: 
nations. 

With refpecl to the ufurpation of admiralty jurifdiélipn by the confuls of France, 
within thefe dates, the honor and rights of the ilates themfelves, were fufhcicnt 
motives for the Executive to take mcafures to prevent its continuance, as foon as 
they were apprifed of it. They have been led, by particular confiderations, to 
await the effect of thefe meafurcs, believina^ they would be fufiicicnt ; but finding, 
at length, they were not, fuch others have been lately taken, as can no longer fail 
Î0 fupprefs this irregularity completely. • 

The Prcfident is duly fcnfible of the cIiaraAer of the adl of oppofition made t« 
thefervicc of legal procefs on the brig WiUi?.m Tell, and he prefumes, the reprc- 
fcntations made on that fubjei^b, to the Min titer of. France, will have the efFcd: of 
opening a free accef» to the oiTicer of jufticc, when he fliall again prefcnt himfelf 
«V'ith the precept of hli court. 

I have the hoDor to be, 3<c. 

'1' u : JEFFERSON, 
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Philadelphia, Septemher ^fB, 179^. 
Mr, JiferJ^^i Setvitary of Stjftt^ ia Mr. Van Berclel, Reftdent of the United Nether» 

lundi. 
Sir, 

J HAVE the honor now to acknowledge the receipt of your memorial of the 5th 
inftant, . ' 

You cannot be uninformed of the circumftanccs which have occafioned the French 
fquadron, now in New- York, to feek an afylum in the ports of the United States ; 
driven from thofe where they were on duty, by the fuperiority of the adverfe party in 
the* civil war which has fo unhappily afflided the colonies of France, filled with the 
wretched fugitives from the fame fcenes of diflrefs and defolation, without water or 
provifions for the fliorteft voyage, their veficls fcarcely in a condition to keep the fea 
at all, they were forced to feek the neareft ports in which they could be received 
and fupplicd with neceffarics. I'hat they ;have ever been out again to cruife, is a 
faû we have never hçard, and which we believe to be impoflible, from the informa- 
tion received of their wants, and other impediments to aâive fervice. This cafe 
has been noted fpecially, to fiiew that no inconvenience can have been produced to 
the trade of the other belligerent powers, by the prefence of this fleet in our har- 
bours. I fliall now proceed to moVe general ground. 

France, Holland, and all other nations, have a right to cruife on cur coads ; ft 
light, not derived fronr our permiffion, but from the law of nature. To render 
* this more advantageous, France hasfecured to herfelf, by treaty with us, two fpe- 
cial rights— ift. Admifiion for her prizes and privateers into our'ports. This, by 
the XVIIth and XXiId articles of our treaty, is fecured to her, cxclufively of her 
enemies, and there is a falvo of it in her favour, in our treaty with the United Ne- 
therlands. — cd. Admifllcn for her public vefTcls of war into our ports, in cafes of 
ftrefs of weather, pirates, enemies, or other urgent necefi5ty, to refrefti, vidual, 
repair, &c. — ^This is not exclufive, and is Secured alfo to the United Netherlands, 
by our treaty with them, and their public armed vcflels are accordingly free to 
come into oiir ports, in all cafes of weather, pirates, enemies, or other urgent ne- 
ceflity, and to refrefh, viélual, repair,'- &c. . And fo many are thefe urgent neccfli- 
tie«, to veflcls far from their own ports^ that we have thought enquiries into the* 
nature, as well as the degree, of the neceffities which drive them hither, as endlefi 
as they would be fruitlefs, an'd therefore have not made them : And the rather, bc- 
caufe there is a third right, fecured to neither by treaty, but due to both on \}nt 
principles of holpitality between friendly nations ; that of coming into our ports, 
not under the prejfure of urgent necejfiiyy but v/henever their comfort or convenience 
inclines them. On this ground alfo, the two nations are on a footing. 

As it has never been conceived, that either would detain their fhips of war in our 
ports, when they were in a condition for aâion, we have never conceived it nccef- 
fary to prefcribe any limits to the time of their ftay. Nor can it be viewed as an 
injury to either party, to let their enemies lie idle in our ports, frota year's end to 
year's end, if they chufe it. Thus then, the public fhips of \yar, of both nations, 
enjoy a pcrfefl: equality in our ports — ift. In cafes of urgent neceffity — ad, ifn cafes 
of comfort or convenience — And 3d,' in the time they chufe to continue ; and all a 
friendly power can aik of another is, to extend to her the fame indwlgcncies which 
Ihe extends to other friendly powers. And though the admiCîon of the prizes and 
privateers of France, is exclufive, y'i it is the efielSl of treaty, made long ago, for 
valtirible confiderations, not with a view to prefent circumftance», nor againft any 
nation in particular, but all in general, and may, therefore, be faithfully obferved, 
without offence to any ; and we mean faithfully to obferve it. And this has been 
exprcfsly admitted, as was before obferved, in our treaty with the United Nether- 
lands. 

With refpedl to the ufurpation of admiralty jurifdiôion,by the confuls of France, 
within thefe ftates, the honor and rights of the ftates themfelves, were fufScicnt 
motives for the executive to take meafures to prevent its continuance, as foon as 
they were appiiicd of it. They have been led, by particular eonlidexalicBs, t« 
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«wait the cffèift ofthefc meafure», l)clieYinan:hcy would be fufBcient ; but finding', 
at length, they were not, fuch others have been lately taken, as cap no longer fail 
t« fupprefs thig irregularity completely, ' 

I have tlje honor to be, &c. 

Th:JEFFERSON. 

New- York, dth September^ 
ad year of the French Republic. 

^be Ciiizen Genet^ MîrJfî^r Plenipotentiary from the Repubîic of France to the United 
States f to JVIr^ y^lffcrfon. Secretary of State of the United States, 

Sir, • . ' 

I HAVE juft difcpvcrcd the mofl: horrible confpiracy which has been formed 
againft the arras of the French Republic : I have juft difcovered the whole clew 
and all the proofs of the infernal plot, which for thcfe two months detained the 
French fquadron in your ports, in a Hate of uuUity ; — of that plot v/hich threa- 
tened, not only ^hc fafcty of our yeffels, but alfo that of our colonial poiTcflions. 
The traitors Galbaud ^ and 'l^anguy, and feveral other villus, not fatisfied with 
having caufed, at Saint Domingo, the fpilling of the blood of an inimenfc nurabcr 
X){ people ; — not fatisfied with havmg there caufed the k)fs of a Milliard to the Re- 
public, concerted here, at Baltimore, and at Philiide'phia, the projed of brin^;:rg 
our forces to concur with them in the execrable plan meditated by thcfc men, 
whofe crimes have caufed them to flee their couhtry, to return to St. Domingo, 
for the purpofe pf renewing there the horrors and misfortunes which they have 
already had committed in that place, I have been informed that the fuccefs which 
the colonifts of this place promifed to themfelves was nothing lefs than founded, as 
was that, the execution of which has lately been attempted in the windward iflands, 
upon a propofed alliance with the enemies, now at war with the republic, — the 
Englifh and the Spaniards. 

France, fir, in fuch circumftances has required in Europe of the neighbouring 
powers,, that they oppofe every preparation which may be attempted by the emi- 
grants in their dominions againft her fafety. She expetâs from a friendly and allied 
government, that it will be fuihcient to notify them of ,the plots forming againft 
her in their own territory, in order to obtain from them all proper means to fup- 
prefs them* I have eiTetSied the difarming of the vefTsl which was in the mofl: 
alarming ftate of rebellion ; but the inftigatprs of it have fled, and I learii that 
they are fprcading over the continent, whore they cannot but be very injurious, as 
well to the tranquillity of this, as to theintereft of their own country, 

I therefore requeft the federal government to take the racft fpeedy and eflicacl- 
•us meafures to have them anxfted, and thereby prevent them from committing 
the crimes which they might attempt- The governor and magiftracy of New- 
. York have iffued warrants againft Galbaud, Tanguy, Confcience, and Bonne ; but 
they have each efcapcd thcadiivity cf the perfons fent to apprehend them. The traitors 
fly the punilhment referved for their crimes, and doubtlefs will employ themfelves 
on new means of executing the plots they have formed againft France. I have 
pofitive information that they are ftill within the confinés of the United States, 
and, as the warrants of New- York cannot be fervcd out of the bounds of the 
ftate, I particularly requeft from the federal gavcrnraent againft thefaid Galbaud, 
Tanguy, Confcience and Bonne, of whom I fubjoin a defcription, orders of arreft 
which fhall extend throughout the continent of the United States, I alfo requeft' 
that the moft ftriâ and fteady attention may be had relative to the plots I Lave 
^mentioned. 

May. this fignal aiSv, leaving no doubt a^ to the fincerity of the wiihcs of thfi 
Çovemment of the United States^ for the fuccsfs of the French Republic, eaufc 
all the traitors to tremble, whom my eftecm for your country has led me perhaps 
t«« jftftck* fe« deijpife, aad whe avsul themfelves o£ the acceis which the kifidnefs 
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a«d hofpltality of your n&tîon offer them, to confpirc within its very hofom, ancf 
iQ the circle of its moil elevated perfonage», againiî France and the general freedom 
•if nations. 

GENET. 



Philadelphia, September 12, 1793. 
Idr. Jejferfony Setreîdry of fiate^ to Mr. Ct-net, Minifer plenipotentiary of FranctJ 
SiK, 

I HAVE the honor of your letter of the 6th inflai^t, and can affure you with 
real truth, of the readinefs and zeal with. which the executive will concur, in 
preventing within the limits of the United States, any preparation of hoftilitie» 
againft France or her colonies, a« far as this can be effeéltd by the extention of that 
portion of the public power, with which they ?.re inveflcd by the laws Your let- 
ter requefts the arreft and delivery of Tanguy, Galbaud, Confcience and Bonne, 
efcaped from the Ihip Jupiter, and from the punifhment of crimes committed 
agamft the republic of France , and alfo that ncceflary mcafures be taken, to pre- 
vent the carrying into execution, certain plots formed by them and others againft 
their country, 'f hefc two requifitions ftand on different ground. Ihe laws of 
this country take no notice of crimes committed out of their jurifdiélibn. The 
mofl: attrocious oflfender coming within their pale, is received by them as an inno- 
cent man, and they have authorifed no one to feize or deliver him. The evil of pro- 
tcâin^ malefaélors of every dye, is fenfibly felt here, as in other countries ; but 
until a reformation of the criminal codes of moft nations, to deliver fugitives from 
them, would be to become their accomplices : the former therefore is viewed as 
the lefTcr evil. When the confular convention with France was under confideration, 
this fubjc6l was attended to ': but we c©uld agree to go iio further than is done in 
the I3vth article of that inflrument, where we agree mutually to deliver up •* cajp- 
tains, officers, mariners, failors, and all other perfons being part of the crews of 
vcflels,^' &c. unlefs therefore the perfons before named, be part of the crew of 
fyme vefTel of the French nation, no perfon in this country is authorifed to deliver 
them up, but on the contrary they are under the proteélion of the laws. Tf they are 
part of the crev.-- of a vefVel they are to be delivered ifp, bat then it happens that 
the diftri*â judge of each (tate, is by the law of Congrefs, made the competent 
perfon to execute this article of the convention, and confequently each within his 
own ftate, and no one over all the ftates, fo that as criminals they cannot be given 
up, and if they be of a crew of a vefTel, the a<ft of Congrefs has not given autho- 
rity to any one officer to fend his prbcefs through all the flatcs of the Union. The 
other branch of your requefl is more completely provided for by the laws, which 
authorife coercions as to expedition» formed in the territory of the United States 
againfl nations with whom they are at peace. If therefore you will be pleafed to 
give me fuch information as to perfons and places as may indicate to what points the 
vigilance of the officers is to be direded, proper meafures will be immediately ta- 
ken for preventing every attempt to make anyhoflile expedition from thefe. ftates 
againft any of the dominions of France, the ftronger the proofs you can produce 
and the more pointed as to perfons, the ftronger will be the means of coercion 
which the laws will allow to be ufed. 

I have not yet laid this matter before the Prcfidcnt, who is abfent from the feat 
of government, but to fave delay which might be injurious, I have taken the li- 
berty as the cafe is plain, to give you this provifory anfwer : I ftiall immediately 
communicate it to the Prefident, and if he fhall direft. any thing in addition, or 
alteration, it fhall be the fubjedt of another letter. In the mean time I may ven- 
ture to let tkis ba coniidcred as a ground for youf proceeding. 

J have the honor to be, &c. 

Th: JEFFfiRSOÎIL. 
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"pHiLADÎLfKXAy' S^/>teather £2, I75|\ 
jiif» y^flr/my Sstrttary $/ S tatty to Mr, Hamiiton, Secretary of the Tteafury^ 
Sir, 

I HAVE the honor <o enclofe you a paper delivered me by Mr. BournoTivillc; o« 
the part of the Minifter of France, reclaiming againd tlie demand of tonnage ob 
the veffels which came hither from the Weft-Indies, in their late calamity — It is 
urged, that they were driven out of tJieir harbours by fuperior force, and obli^d 
to put to fea without water or ftores, and therefore, to make the firft ports where . 
they could be relieved ; which conflitute, in their opinion, thbfc circumftances of 
diltrefs and neceffity, which exempt veiTcls from the payment of tonnage» Thit 
cafe belongs to y'bur department. I take the liberty, in the abfcnce of the Prefident, 
*nd \o fave time, to tranihiitit to you dircâly, for your confideration. 

I Kavc the honor to be, &c. 

Tn: JEFFERSON. 

New- York, 44 Sepiemker, 1793» 
ad year of the Republic of Frailcc , 
ëtiixiH Ce/iety Miniftr . Pltntpotentîary of the Republic of franco to Mr. Jifferfoài 
Secretary of State of the United Stat*», 
Sir, 

I AM charged to communicate to jrou tKe decree rendered by. the National Con- 
vention, on the ijth of April laft, by which they declare, " That the French 
people Ihall not intermeddle, in any manner, with the government of other poWers, 
but that they will not fufFer any power to interincddle with the interior adminiftra- 
tion of the Republic, and pronoimcidg the penalty of death on whoever ftiail propofc 
to negociate or treat With enemy powers, who fhall not have foletip^nly acknow-* 
ledged thelndependence and fovereignty of the French Republic.'* 
• When the French citizens, by the example of thofe of America, have thought 
proper to eftablifh a government founded on the rights of man^ it was to be expcd- 
ed, that they would find ehemies in all thofe, ambitious aiid eager for authority— 
in all the cabinets in which Macbiawlifme is honored ; and when the French jpeople, 
foured, fatigued with the dark machinations of their enemies, their public attacks — / 
the infults contained in the ads of the defpotic courts — of governments tending to 
monarchy, have thought proper to repel thefc perfidies, by aûs marked with th« 
Aamp of loyalty^ greatnefs, philofophy, even at the inftant their vile enemies ^e» 
ported that they wiihed to annihilate all the governments — ^to dcftroy all amhority 
•—to fpread trouble and ccrnfufion throughout — as if to oppofe a provocation, vra« 
not a natural right ; as if a great people, vidim of the particular hatred of the^oi- 
Ternment of another people, had not the right to retaliate their fears, to eftligHten 
them as to their errors, and to endeavor, by thcfe pleafant and juft means, to ward 
©ff great misfortunes, even to prevent war. Be this as it may, the National Con*- 
▼^ntion has thought it a duty to affure the friends of -humanity, atïd to fhut th« 
mouths of their eneniies, to proclaim the intentions of the French people, whof» 
«geiits will fliew, in every circumftance, that they, know as well hoW to refped 
thclaws of other people, as to defend thofe of the French nation, and to maintain 
Ihcirxights. 

Accept my rcfpc^l, 

O É N E T. 



MoNTiceLto, IN Virginia, 0^7.2, 1793. 
JB^r» yejirfin Snrttary •ffate, to Mr, Genet ^ Minifer plenipotentiary of France* 
Sir, 

I WAS honored, ydftcrday, with your letter of the 14th of September, covering 
thecommiifion of the Citizen Danncry, to.bc Conful of the Republic of France, 
at Bofton. I now lay the fame, by lettcry before the Prefident, to obtain his 
Aeccjuatur^ wkc^ ivill b| j(^rwarded to you with the ««toù^oa' T^^* ^^^^^ 
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is made pxaAIy e6inmen(\irate with the commiflion ; hut I apprehend, that neither 
is fo with the intentions of the Executive Council, who probably did not mean ta 
confine the funéliôns of Mr. Dannery to the townlhip of Bofkon. Should' this be' 
the cafe, you will be fcnfible of the expediency of obtaining f<6r him, as early at 
poflible, a new commifiion, defining the limits of his office, as cxtenfively as they 
mean he fhall excrcifc them, to which a new exequatur being adapted, their inten- 
. tions will be fulfilled. 

' Satisfied that errors in the addrefs of their commiflions, proceed from a want of 
intimacy with our conftitution ; no difficulty has been made, on that account, in 
the cafe of the prcft nt commiffion. But it is my duty to remark to you, that, by 
our conftitution, all foreign agents are to be addrefTed to the Prefident of the 
United States, no other branch of the government being charged with the foreign 
ccn^munications. I have no doubt you will draw the attention of your govemmeut 
to tills circumflance of form in future commiiTions. 

1 ' ^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Th: JEFFERSON. 

GEORGE WASHINGTG^^, président of the united btatks or amerzca, 

I TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN ! 

THE Citizen Dannery, having produced to me his commifiion, at Conful for. 
the Republic of France, at Boflon, I do hereby recognize him as fuch, and 
do declare him free to excrcifc and enjoy fuch funâions, powers «nd privileges, a» 

* are allowed to Confuls of the French Republic by the laws, treaties and conventions, 
in that cafe tnade and provided. 

In Teilimony whereof, 1 have caufed thefe letters to be made patent, an4 
the fcal of thç United States to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand, the — — day of , in the 

year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 
three, and the Independence of the United States of America 
the eighteenth. 

By the Prefident, 

Th: JEFFERSON. 

October jd, 1793. 

Mr, Jejferfin^ Sectary of Siate, U Mr. Du^laUu^ VUe Conful 0/ France y at Bofion. 

Sir, 

' A UTHENTIC information hcing received, that, under colour of your office^ 

JTIL as vice conful of the Republic of France, you have, with ai^ armed force, 

f , «ppoied the courfe of the laws of the land, and refcued out of the hands of an offi- 

«er of juilice, a veffel which he had arrefted by authority of a precept from his 

^ court. The Prefident of the United States has confidered it as inconfifient with tha 

^ authority of the laws, and the refpeâ which it il his office to enforce, to them 

* that you ihould any longer be permitted to exercife the funâions, or enjoy the 
privileges, of vice conful in thefe United States ; and has therefore thought pro- 
ber, by the letters patent, of, which I enclofe you a copy, to revoke the exequatur 

\ heretofore granted yuu, and to make the fame public. I have the honor alfo, t* 

\ mA%iM copies of thtf evidence whereon this meafure is founded. 

And to be, &c 

Th: JEFFERSON. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Tijârtârô/ry 

Majfiubufetts. ^ 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, fs. \ 
To THE Marshal of'our District of Massaciiusltt?, or ins Depui r, 
GREETING: 

WE command you, that you replevy the goods and chattels following, viz. 
A certain "fchooner called ;the Greyhound, of the burthen of forty tons, or 
thereabouts, whereof John Henry Hill waa late mafter, together with her bo3t, 
rigging, tackle, apparel, and furniture whatfoever, alfo the cargo of fald fchooner, 
now on board the fame, confifting of ninety-five thoufand mackarcl, in bulk,; equal 
to four hundred barrels — ^Thefame goods and chattels belonging to Alexander Bry- 
mcr and Andrew Belcher, of Halifax, in the province of Nova-Scotia, merchant», 
now taken and dcti^ined'by Lewis CJuilliaume Fçlix Laumofne, of Bofton,in faid 
diftrîâ, at Bofton harbour, fo called in Bofton aforefaid ; and them deliver unto 
the faid' Brymer and Belcher ; provided the fame are not taken and detained upqn 
mean procefs, warrant of diftrefs, or upon execution, as the property of the laid 
Brymer and Belcher; and fummQn the faid Lewis, that he appear ^>eforc our 
juflices of our circuit court, next to be holdenut Bofton, within and for our diftridl 
of Maflachufetts, on tlie twelfth day of Oâober next, to anfwer unto the faid Bry- 
mer and Belcher, in a plea of replevin, for that the fai';V^ ^wis, on thetwenty-firft 
day of Auguft inftant, at faid Bofton, unlawfully, an')^//v;iioutany juftifiablec^ufe, 
took tiie goods and chattels of the faid Brymer and BeVc^r as aforefaid, and them 
unlawfully detained to this day, to the damage of the laid Brymer and Belcher, as 
they fay, the fum of two thoufand dollars : Provided; they the faid Brymer and 
Belcher (hall give bond to the faid Lewis, with fufficient furety or furcties, in- the 
fum of four thoufand dollars, being twice the value of the faid goods and chattel», 
toprofecute the faid replevin to final judgment, and to pay fuch damages and coftg 
as the faid Lewis (hall recover againft him; and alfo to return and reftore the fame 
goods and chattels, in like good order and condition as when taken, in cafe fuch 
Ihall be the final judgment. And have you there this writ, with yonr doing» 
herein, together with the. bond you ihall take. Witnefs John Jay, Err^iiirc, at 
Bofton, this twenty-firft day of Auguft, in the year of our Lord one thoufand fc- 
Tcn hundred and ninety-three, 

N. G Q O D A L, Clerk. 
A true copy, 

Atteft, Saml. Bradford^ Dy. Marfl. , 

I Thomas Amory, jun. depofe : 

THAT oa the aad day of Auguft, at the requeft of Cj Gore, Efq. and Gen. 
Brooks, I went with the latter on board the frigate La Concorde, introduc- 
ed him to the Capt. and informed Capt. Van Dogen, that Gen. Brooks was mar- 
fhal of this diftriék, and waited on him relativç to the fchooner which Col. Brad- 
ford had attempted to replevin, but interrupted in the fervice of his precept by 
an armed force, fent by his order from on board the f'rigatc,. that Gen. Brooks 
wiftied to convcrfe with him, and the conful on the fubjeél when convenient — foon 
after the company withdrew, when Geit. Brooks in prefencc of the captain, con- 
• ful, juftice Cooper and myfelf, ti)ld the captain that Col. Bradford his deputy, had 
been intermpted in ferving a precept on the fchooner Greyhound, taken by the 
privateer, pointing to the veflel under the frigate's ftern, by an armed force under 
his orders, and that he had waited on him to demand a furrender/ of the vcrcl tf> 
CoL Bradford hi» deputy marihal : when the captain expreiTed his diflike to the 
taking the Americans out of the privateer and prizes the day before, to Col. Brad- 
ford, ferving the precept— that he received orders from the conful to withhold and 
proteâ, that it was his duty and he certainly fliould proteét her — the conful faid 
that any veffcl wearing the national flag of the Republic of France, of courfa 
was entltkd to his protedion ; when Gen. Brooks put this cafe, ihould a FrcmJt ' 
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^lerchant-msni hz attached in this port by a citizen of the ITnited 5tatej*, w«uld 
you confidcr it your duty to take that veffel under your proted^ion againft the 
procefs ? The captain anfwered iu tlie affirmative-^thc captain afterwards told mo 
that he had written to the Governor, and that if he demanded the prize, hi; muft 
of courfe relinquifli her, forwarding the Governor's reply with c»py of his letter 
to the minifter of France. The conful then appointed to meet at his lodgixigs in 
the evening, where I accompanied Gen. Brooks, and &fter much converfation, the 
conful faid, he did not wifh to oppçfe force to the execution of our Jaws, that he 
left the frigate in a ^reat hurry, or he {hould thci^ have given orders to Capt. Vait 
Dogen to withdraw his men out of 'the prise, and leave her to the controulof Col. 
Bradford, and that he would then do it, but Ihould at the fame time protcft againft 
the bufincfs. At that moment Mr. Jutau came into the room, and faid a few words to 
the conful in French, the conful turned about and laid he ihould not relinqui(h the 
veffel, when I reminded him of what he had juft before promifed'^he faid agaiq, 
he was forry for the difficulty. The marfhal Uien faid, that a great 4cal had paf- 
fed on the fubjeâ,.and he now wifhed a categorical anfwer to his demand — ^the 
general wiflied to know if he was to underftand, that he, the conful» refufed to 
allow Col. Bradford to take charge of the vdOTel, the Conful (aid he did not, cer- 
tainly did not, wifli to oppofe force tP the ofiicers^ of law in this country. Said 
he wifhed then to write, and promifed to anfwer, conclufively, in the morning. 
Friday morning, Auguft. 1j^ 8 o'clock. This momilig Gen. Brooks and myfclf 
waited on the conful, Wi,,\{;:Jnformed us, he had concluded to keep poiTeffion of 
the veflel, and Gen. Brook 'informed him he (hould make a reprefentatlon of tho 
hufinefs to the government, i then handed the conful an open letter from C. Gore, 
Kfq. and took leave with Gen. Brooks — a copy of which lotter is hereunto aoi 
nexcd. 

THOMAS AMOR Y, jjun. 
Boston September I«th, 1793. 

*I he conful did, in my prefence, read part, orjthe v^hole, of the letter referred 
pet, aiid made no reply. 

THOMAS A M O R Y, jun. 

jfwom to, September loth, 179.'^, 

Before J. Lowell, Judge of the Dlprié} êour$ 
rf MaJfachufetU Dijiria. 

Boston, %zd Augujl^ I79i-. 
Slit, 

I HAVE been informed that the marihal of the diftriék of Maflachufetts, yeftc«- 
day, in obedience to a precept from the Circuit Court of the United States, re-» 
plevicd a vefiel in this luirbour ; that after he had fo replevied the vefiel, a 
number of armed men, aâing by your pfder, and under your authority, 
forcibly took from him the veflel, and now refills the execution of his precept, 
as Attorney for the United States within the diftritSl of Maffachufetts. I d# 
demand of you that you remove tlie force and obûruâion which you oppofft 
to the laws of the United States. 

. / " I am. Sir, 

your obedient fervant. 
Aîr . Du p L A IN T z , VUc' Coufi. /. 

I Rnfuj Greene Am^ry^ of Bofan^ in MaJfachtfetU DifrlB^ of htvful ^ge^ '^i/J 

and fiy^ 

THAT on the twenty-fecond day of Auguft laft, being infermed that the 
fchooner Greyhound, againfl which I had iflued a writ of rtplevin, in favop 
•f ' Mcffrs. Brymer and Belcher, returnable to the next circuit-court, for faid di- 
flriét, w^s taken from Col. Bradford, the dfputy marlhal, by fome French people, 
I went on board the fhlp of war called the ' Concord, commanded by Capt. Vaji 
Po|;eo, to enquire if th^e fiiid fçhooi^r wa« under hit cUftody — tbe faid captais ij^^ 
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fccmed m»- tiit ihe waa tmdcr hi» prote<ftion. I told him that the civil officer. 
Col. Bradford, as marfbal of the diftriâ, had go«e on board the faid fchooner to 
fttplevy her under procefs of law. I'hat on the evening before, while the faid 
majihai was onboard faid fchooner, by virtue of his precept, fome armed peopla 
went en board, and againft the willof faid marfhal, had brought faid fchooner 
near his (hip, and I alked hii^i, if the fame was done by hi» authority — the faid 
Capt. Van Dogîn told me, that fome pcrfon had complained to him of an attempt 
to carry the faid fchooner away from her anchorage in the night time, and that to 
prevent the fame, he had ordered fome of his people on board her, and had di- 
reâed her to be brought nearer to his fhip — ^where flie then w?.b — I alked him if 
he would deliver the fchooner to the marihal, and he (aid that he fhould not without 
orders from the conful of France. I afked him if the faid fchooner was In his 
cuftody before the marfhal had entered on board her — he faid that he had none of 
his people on beard — but Ihe came into harbour under French colours as a prize, 
and that the captain of her had alkcd his leave for anchorage where (he had come too, 
smd, as being under a French commiffion in public fervics, he had conliderdd tht 
laid veiTçl under his proteélion. 

RUFUSG.AMORY. 
September loth, Sworn, to, before 

, J. L O W E L L, Jud.;e of ihe 
Drjiria Court of Mufacbufttts DlJlrlH. 
I the faid Rufus Greene Amory, further teftify, that faid Capt. Van Dogen told 
me, that he had complained to the Governor concerning the attempt to carry away 
ifhe £iid fchooner in the night time, without hi» leave. 

RUFUS G. AMORY. 



I John Brooks^ Marfhal of the Difiria of Maffachufttsy do tepfy andfay^ 

THAT OH the twenty-fecond day al Auguft laft, being in Bofkon, and finding 
that Col. Samuel Bradford, deputy raarfhal for faid diftriA, in ferving a writ 
•f replevin upon the fchooner Greyhound, had been oppofed by an armed force, 
aAing undçf the orders of Capt. Van Dogeti, commander of the French fri- 
gate " La Concord,'' I went on board faid frigate, to demand of the captain the 
rcftoration of thé faid fchooner. Upon my opening to Capt. Van Bogen the ob- 
jeél of my vifit, (which was done in the prefencc of Mr Duplaine, the French 
conful, Mr. Juftice Cooper and Mr. Thomas Amory) he • difcovered confiderable 
warmth «md difpleafurc at fome Americans having been taken from on board a 
French veflel, as well as at the attempt of Col. Bradford to pofTefs himfelf of a 
vefTel bearing the colours of France, while under the protedlion of a Ihip of force 
belonging to the French Republic. As my objeâ. was to demand of Capt. Van 
Dogen, refkoration of the fchooner aforef aid, and to obtain from him a categorical 
anfwer, I avoided as much as pofTible the difeufiion of any fubjeâ irrelative there- 
to ; and at length obtained from him a declaration, that, as he had received hit 
orders from the French conful, for doing what he had done, and as it was his duty 
to obey the ccnfvl, he could not furrcnder the fchooner* That he was an officer 
and muft obey his orders. Immediately upon Capt. Van Dogen having made the 
above mentioned declaration, which was done in prefence of the French conful» 
the latter obferved to me,- that he thought it a pity that any difficulty fhould arifc 
about the fchooner — that he believed, if he and myfelf were t<| take our papers, 
we could fettle the whole affair in a few n\inute8, and propofed that I fhould meet 
hini on fhore in one hoar.* To this I agreed, and we met accordingly. The refult 
after niore than an hour's converfation at this interview, was a propofition for ano» 
tlier the next morning at 8 o'clock. At the time affigned I ag&in waited on the 
conful at hi» lodgings. Upon my entering the houiie, he informed me, that he 
had come to a determination about the fchooner — that' things fhould remain as they 
then-were— that he fhould keep poflcfhoii of the fchooner— that I muft apply to the go- 
vcrnôr, and t!»at if the Governor did not do fomething about it, he ihould advcr- 
tÂfe the fchooner In the newfpapcrs^ and if in fix days no body proved a claim to her, 
1^€ ùi^jA^ condeom her (o ^le captors, or w«rdi to that c^eà. 
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I further tcftify, That, in the convcrfation with Capt. VaH Dogea, he informed 
mc, that by thf^ laws of the French Republic, it was the duty of commanderf 
of the (hips of the faid Republic, when in foreign ports, where there were French 
confuls, to obey the orders of fuch confuls— ihat the confuls were admirals, or had 
the power of admirals, or words to that cffcâ:. Gapt. Van Dogcn faid this m 
the prefcnce of the French conful. 

1 further t«ftify, That Mr. Duplaine the French Conftil told me, it had been hit 
defign to withdraw the armed force from the fchooncr Greyhound, and intimated 
to me that he would give an order to have faid force withdrawn — in which cafe, 
he faid, he ftiould proteft igainft the meafures then purfuing by the government, 
meaning the government of the United States, but that he, the faid conful, after- 
wards refufed to withdraw faid force as above faid. « 

J. BROOK S. 
Sworn to, Sf^Umitr 1 0th, 1 793, before 

JOHN LOWELL, Jud^.- of 'the- 
Dijlria Court of MaJfacbufctU Dijlriâi. 

^, United States District of Massachusetts, 

September lOtb^ 1793- 
THEN Thomas Amory, jun. Rufus Greene Amory, Nathaniel Byficld Lyde 
and John Brooks, Efquire, made oath to the truth of the annexed depolitions, by 
them refpeétivcly fubfcribcd, in the prefcnce of Antoine Charbonnet Duplaine, and 
declared, that thfey did not recollecl any other material circumftance relative to the 
nnatter in enquiry ; and the annexed depofition of Samuel Bradford is tranfcript of 
his depofition taken under like circumilances. Before 

JOHN I. Q Vf IS. I.U Judge of the 
Diprîa Court of Majfachxifetts Diflria, 

I Nathl. S^el Lydgy of latiful age, tefîjy and fay, 

THAT on the evening of the twcnty-firft of Auguft inftant, at the requeft of 
Samuel Bradford, Efq. .marfhall of Maifachufetts diilriâ, I went with him 
on board the fchooner Greyhound, laying off the end of Long-wharf in the harbor 
•f Bofton. The faid Bradford went on board of faid fchooner, as I underftood to ferve 
a writ of replevin againft the faid fchooner, which iflued from a circuit court of 
faid diftri<a, in beh^f of Meifrs. Brimmer and Belcher of Halifax, Nova-Scotia, 
merchants ; faid Bradford wanted my aiiîflance in the fervice of faid writ— we got 
on board juft after nine o'clock, and faw one perfon on board, who appeared to be 
a Frenchman — Col. Bradford made known to him, "he had a procefs againft the faid 
yeffel and enquired for the mafter — The faid Frenchman hailed a vcfTel which ap • 
peared to be a privateer, and a perfon came on board, who laid, that he was prize- 
tnafter of faid fchooner — Mr. Bradford then made knewn to him that he had a 
precept or writ of replevin, and by virtue of that he had taken poffeffion of the 
fchooner — ^The prize mafter then requeftci that he might call for Mr. Jutau, wh* 
was faid to be on board the frigate Conccrc^.b, foon after which Mr. Jut^u came 
•n board withfome other perfons, the faid marihal then made known to Mr. 
Jutau the purpofe and authority by which he had come on board, faid Jutau ex- 
plained the fame to thofe perfons on board faid fchooner — Mr. Jutau foon after 
went on board thtf frigate ; an office^ and about twelve men came on board the 
fchooner, from the frigate, all armed— *The faid officer foon after, ordered the 
fchooner to be removed near to the frigate — ^The marihal told faid officer his autho- 
rity by which he had taken poffeffion, and forbid him to move the faid fchooncr, 
this removal was between ten and eleven o'clock the fame evening, fhortly after- 
wards the French conful with Mr. Jutau came on board— The marihal then inform- 
ed them by what authority he came on board, and had taken poffeffion of the 
fchooner — ^The conful then informed the marihal, that he ffiould keep poffeffion of 
the fchooncr — ^the marihal then told the faid conful, he would not quit the fchooner 
— the faid fchooner for one or two clays remained in poffeffion of the officer and 
armed meru contrary to the orders and will of the faid marihal, but the marihal 
rfwiained «ii board of faidfchoorer — I was alfo on board the frigate iB tkc.monih 
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îng of the 4ad Auguft, l»4th Mr. Amory, attorney to and oh the part •£ Meflrs. 
Brimer and Belcher, when the captain informed faid Amory, he ihould proteA 
and retain faid fchboner under his proteâion notwithftanding ihe authority and 
doings of faid mar&al, as mentioned to him by Mr. Amory, who related the 
lame to him. 

Nathl. By». L y D E. 
Sworn to, 5<r/<tf»w*/r I o/i6j 1793, before 

^ JOHN 1.0 W'B.lslj, Judge of the 

Dijiria Court of Majfaebufettt Difîriif, 

I Samuel Bradford, Deputy Marfhal of the Djfinâi of Majptcbufeift, 

DO TESTIFY AND SAY, 

THAT on Wedhefday, the twenty-firft day of Auguft, at about feven of the 
clock, P. M. I was poffefled of a writ, Bnmer and Belcher, plaintiffs, in 
replevin, vs. JLaumofne, commanding me to replevy the fchooner called the Grey- 
hound ; that I immediately proceeded to ferve the faid procefs, and was accompani- 
ed on board the faid fchooner, then lying in the- harbour of Bofton, by captains 
l.yde and Hayman. — We found only one nun on board ; I enquired for Mr. JLau- 
mofne, the prize-mafter — ^The Frenchman hailed the privateer Rowland, and, at 
my reqneft, informed the people on board faid privateer, that an American had 
buiinefs with Mr. Laumofne — ^The faid Laumofne came on bûard, attended by the 
<aptain of the privateer— I read the precept to the prize-mafter, and explained to 
him the nature of the procefs, and obferved, that a bond was given to fupport any 
damages that might arife from my taking pofTeilion of the fchooner — I added, that 
I was then in pofieffion of the fchooner, and that, at a proper time, 1 fhould remove 
faid vclTel to the wharf— The prize-mafter obferved, that Mr. Jutau was then 
doing buiinefs on board the frigate La Concord, aiid that he ihould fend for him — 
to which I conicnted — foon after, Mr. Jutau came on board the fchooner — I then 
informed him of the procefs that I had againft the faid fchooner — read to him the 
writ — and obierved, that I ihould remove the veifel as above ftated — Mr. Jutau 
iaid, that I had no right or authority to ferve any writ after dark — ^That the veffel 
belonged to the Republic of France, and could not be attached*— and that ihe was 
under the proteâion of the French Republic — and he made many other obfervations 
to the fame effeâ — I replied, that as an officer of the government of the United 
States, I ihould plirfue ftridlly the line of my duty — Mr. Jutau left the fchooner, 
and told the prize-mafter to remain on board ; after he was in the boat, to return 
to the frigate, I .requefted him to inform Mr. Laumofne, that after the fchooner 
was hauled to the wharf, I ihould require him to go on (hore — Mr. Jjitau replied, 
«hat I might inform the prize-mafter myfelf, and that I muft force him from the 
▼efiTel — In about half an hour after Mr. Jutau's departure on board the frigate, an 
officer came £rom thence on board the fchooner, he was a lieutenant, and I heard 
him inform the prize-mafter, that I ihould not remove the veifel — ^In about an hour 
after this, a body of «about twelve armed men (marines) came on board the fchooner, 
from the frigate — ^Thc lieutenant read a paper, which I fuppofc were orders— At 
about half paft eleven o'clock, I addrefied the lieutenant, and after obferving to 
him, that he appeared intereftcd in the buiinefs in which I was engaged, I aifured 
him, that my writ was againft Mr. Laumofne, and that I had nothing to fay to him 
(the lieutenant) relative thereto, and I added, that I had taken poifeffion of the 
jchooner by virtue of my office, as deputy marihall, and that I ihould proceed to 
Tembve her — He replied, that he ihould obey the orders that be had received from his 
«aptain, which was, to remove the (aid fchooner near to the frigate — ^The lieutenant 
then ordered the vdGTel to be removed, and we were haulei between the frigate and 
privateer Rowland. I told the lieutenant, that what he did, he muft anfwcr for, 
and I forbid him, at his peril, to remove the faid fchooner. I aiked the faid lieute- 
■ant, if he had brought the armed force to prevent my removing the fchooner ; h« 
replied in the affirmative. Finding myfelf oppofed in the progrcfs of ferving my 
Çrecept, by an armed force, I difmilTed the men who were on board to give me aid 
sn conduâing the fchoonep to the wharf : Some time after, the lieutenant retired 
ie^m ike fchataer, and took efif his men, excepting a corporal and four, whom, he 
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éofcrved, hf iliôuld leave on bo^rd, to take care cf faid fdiooncr. At aLtiit tWeM 
o'clock, a'. IvI. Mr. Conful Duplaine, Mr. Jatau the chstnccllor, and Mr. Vaiicrede, 
in going on ftorcfroJii the frlgale, came op board the fchooner. — \Vc convcrfed on, 
thefubjccl — I went over the bufmefs agai», a|id told Mr. Dupljiine, that I was op- 
pofed by an armed force,; but that I fliould not quit the veffel. The Confnl iaid, 
tliat he fliould keep poffcflion ; but added, that if I Went on fliore, 1 might return 
en board in the morning, and that the veffel would remain in the fame fituation. 
From the convcrfation between Mr. Duplaine, Mr. JutaU, the lieutenant of thç 
frigate, the prizc-niafter, ïind myfelf, I had no doubt, but that the captain of the 
frigate môeà undçr the orders of Mr. Duplaine. A guard was regularly maintained 
on board the fchooner, frcm Wednefday night till about la o'clock, P. M. on Sa- 
turday, the 24th, w^hen a boat from the frigate, took frcm the fchooner the guard-^ 
The Corporal, previous to his quitting, hailed the fliore, or the privateer Rowland, 
and a Frenchman came on board the fckocner, after which the guard retired; fooa 
after, the frigate being then under way, and having protnrcd afliftance from the 
town, I directed the people to weigh the anchors- of the fchooner, and conduâ mc 
to the wharf, where I arrived at i o*clock — having legally executed my precept. 

I fooîi after faw,the conful, v/ho fdd, " Then, Sir, you have quitted the veffel— 
You have then left tier, I fuppofe." 1 o which I replie^l, ,that I had left her at the 
wharf, had executed my precept, and that I fliofild take proper care of the fai4 
fchooner— The Conful appeared furprifed. 

SAM L. BRADFORD. 

Boston, September lùih, 1793. N , 

Sworn to, September loth, 1793, before ' 

J. L O W E L L, Judge of the 
Dillria of Mafiachufetts. 



GEORGE WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT op the UNirE» 
STATE'S oE AMERICA, 

- TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

'"Î^HE fieur Antoine Charbonet, Duplaine, heretofore having produced to me 
jl Ills commiffibn as vice conful for the Republic of France, within the ftates of 
New-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts and Rhode-Ifland, and having thereon received 
from mean exequatur, bearing date the fifth day of June, 1793, recognizing him 
as fucb, îind declaring him free to exercife and enjoy fuch funélions, powers and 
privileges» as arc allowed to vice confuls of the French Republic, by the laws, 
treaties, and conventions in that cafe made and provided, apd the faid fieur Du- 
plaine, having under color of his faid office, committed fundry encrochments, and 
infraâions on the laws of the land, and particularly, having caufed a veffel to be 
refcued, with an armed force out of the cuftody of an officer of juftice, who 
had arrefted the fame by procefs from his court ; and it being therefore no longer 
fit, nor confiftent with the refpeâ and obedience due to the laws, that the faid fieur 
Duplaine fliould te permitted to continue in the exercife and enjoyment of the faid 
fuhdions, privileges and powers : Thefe are therefore to declare, that I do n* 
longer recognize the faid Antoine Charbonnet Duplaine, as vice cofiful of the Re- 
public of France, in any part of thefe United States, nor permit him to exercife or 
enjoy any of the fundions, powers or privileges, allowed to the vice confuls ef 
that nation ; and that I do hereby wholly revoke and awiul the faid exequatur 
Iteretofore given, and do declare the fame to be abfolutely null and void, from this 
day forward. 

In teftimony whereof, I have caufbd thefe letters to be made patent, sm4 
^e feal of the United States of America to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand this day of in the year of 

cur Lord, 1793, and of the Independence of the United Statt«^ 
àf America, the eighteenth. 

Geo : WASHINGTON. 
My the TrcJdtnU 

Tb: JEFFÏRSON, 



MONTiCELLO, In Ftrgima, Oflobci* 3, i^pj;. 
Mr» Jefferfon, Secretary of State, to the Mi/ajhr Pletiipotentwiy of France.' 

ÎSiR, 
N a foi-raer letter which I had the honour of writing you, I mentioned, thaf 
infomiiation had been" received, that Mr. Duplaine^ vice-confiil of Fi ance,' 
at Boffon, had been charged with an oppofition' to the laws of the land, of liich 
à charafter, as, if true, would render it the duty of thé PrdfideAt immediately . 
to revoke the exequatur, whereby he was permitt(*d to exercife the Rintlions of 
vice-conful in thele United States; The fa6l has been fince énc^uired into, and I 
now enclofë you copies of the evidence eftablifliing it, whcYeby'you will per- 
ceive, how inconfiftbnt with peace and order it would be, to permit any longer 
the exercife of fiihftiohs in thcfe United States b^ a perfôn capable of miftaking 
their legitimate extent, fo far, as to oppofc, by force of antis', the courfe of 
the laws within the body of the countiy'. The wifdom and juftice 6f the go- 
vernment" •£ Finance, and their fenie ot the neceflity, in every' govei-nment, of 
prefei-ving the courfe of the laws free and unobftruc^ed, render us confident,- 
that they wiH apJ)rove this neceffary arreftatlon of the proceedings of one of 
tlieir agents J as we would certainly do in the like- dale, were any coiiful or 
vice-conful of ours to oppofe, with an anived force, the cpurfe of their laws with- 
in their own- limits. Still, however indifpenl'able as this a£l has been, it i» , 
with the molt lively concern the Prcfident ha»- feen, that the e\'il could not be 
aiTcfted otherwise than by an appeal to the authority of the countr}'. 

/ bave the boner to be, Csfc. 

TH; JEFFERSON. 

OCTOBtR" 3d, 1793. 

iWr. JeJ^erfon, Secretary of State, to Mr. Morrtj^ Minijier Plewriotcnihiry of the 
V/iited States i to France. , ' 

Dear sir., 
\ifR. Duplaine, vice-cirtiful of France at Bofton, having, by aft armtC force, 
•*^*" oppofed the courfe of the law/of this c«unti-y, within the famé, by refcuing-' 
«ut of thc'hands of an officer of julticc, a veflel, -^hich he had aiTeftcit by authori- 
ty of a precept from his court, the Prefident l\as thought it necefiary to revoke 
the exequatur, by which he had peimitted him to exercife his fun<5Vjons here. 1 
I enclofe you copies of the a£l and of the evidence on which it has been founded ; - 
as alfoof the letters, written to him and Mr. Gentt, and you are deiired to Com- 
municate the fame to the government of France, and" to cxprefs to t?.em the veiy 
great concern, with which the Prefident has f«!li himfelf obliged to taks a mça- 
liire with «ne of their agents, fo little in unifon wiihxhe ientimcnts of friendinip' 
we bear to their nation, and to the refpeft we entertain for their authority. But 
confcious we (hould deem it an aft ot friejidfliip in them, to do the like in the 
like cafe, ahd to prove their confidence in our JHftice and friendfliip, by iaftan- 
taneoufly diiabling l"rom a repetition of the aft, any conXul or vice-conful of ours^- 
who ihould once have been guilty of fuch an aggrefiibn on their authority, we- 
rel^ on the fame friendly conftrucUon, on their part, oï the difagreeable noeafurt 
iio«r forced an ufr^ 

I bave the honor' to be, 6fr. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 

G t R M A N TOW N", November 5 , 1 7 «73 . 

Mr. Jejerfon, Secretary of State^ to the Mwijier Fla/i/cic/iiiary of hruùce. 

Sir, 

T HAVE the honour to er.clofe you the copy of a letter from Mr. Moifibn.cri 

•*■ conful of France, at Baltimore, to the govti nor of Mary 'a id, announcing 

tlut Gi-eat-Britain is about to coinnience hoftiiiûes ?£;^^i^ft ^^i ^^ ^"^ h-i- puxS 



[ 90 ] 

"poCes to Collect tlic naval force of your republic in the Chefapcak, and to polt 
théra as a van-guard to derange the fuppoffed defigns of the enemy. 

The bare fuggeftion of fuch a iaft, however improbable, renders it a duty to^ 
enquire into it, and I fhali confider it a^ a proof of your friendfliip to our na- 
tion, if you have it in your power, and will be pleafed to communicate to me th« 
grounds of Mr, Moiffonier's aflfertion, or any other refpeftable evidence of fuch 
an intention, on the p.art of Great-Britain. 

In the mean while, as we have reafon to believe it unfounded, as they have In. 
no inftance, as yet, violated the fovcreignty of cur country, by any commit- 
ancnt of hoftilitics, even on their enemies within oiu* jurifdiftion, we prefumc 
with confidence that Mr. Moiflbnier's fears are groundlefs. I have it, there-' 
fore, in charge to defire you to admonifh Mr. Moiflbnier againft the parade h» 
yropofes, of ftationing an advanced guard in the bay of Chefapeak, and againfl; 
any hoftile array, which, under the piV)feflion of defenfive operations i may in 
faft generate thofe offenfive. 1 flatter myfelf. Sir, that you will be^ good as 
to join the eiFe6l of yo'Vr authority to that of our government, to prevent mea- 
fures on the part of this agent of your republic, which may bring on difagrec* 
9h\ç ccniiequeBces. 

/ ba^e ibe honor to be^ &c, 

TH. JEFFERSON. 

^"^ Baltimore, Oftober a3d. 

' , id year of the French Republic, 

Citizen Motfomer to General Lee, Governor of the State of Marytand. 

THE iiberticide ïyittm which directs the European cabinets, is going to mani- 
feft itfelf towards the United States. England, that power to which they 
have been fo complaifant, is getting ready to fsjU upon them. The preparative* 
are made, and I fee, with pain, that no difpofitions whatever are made to oppofc 
any refittance to them, / ' 

The indifference of this ftatc cannot exift as to our interefts.*— This bay con- 
tains the riches of oiir commerce of. St. Domingo, and the only hope of the 
French nation. We (hall become inJFallibly the hrft viàims of tnis carelefTnefs, 
if I am not able to obtain from you. Sir, that the forts which defend the entrance 
of the Chefapeak be put into condition. 

f In the meanwhile, and in purfuance of the orders of the minifter, I am going 
to colleft all the maritime forces which the republic has in this bay, to form a 
van guard, fuificiently formidable, and to derange, if it be pofllble, the projcfis 
of oui* common enemies. 

/ ba^e the honor to be^ ^itb the moftferfeS conjideratim^ 

Sir, your 'very humble fervantj 
F. MOISSONIER. 



TRANSLATION. 

New- York, November 15, i793« 
ad year of the Republic of France. 
the Mimfier of the French Republic 'with the United States y to Mr. JefferfoHf 
Secretary of State of the United States» 
Sir, , 

T HAVE received the letter which you have done me the honor to write to me 
^ the 5th November 

The citizen Moiflbnniere has given to my inftruftions a fenfe more determinate 
than I had intended. I did not write him tTiat England was immediately going 
to fall on you ; but knowing by your hiftory, by our own, and by ft ill more 
Particular infoimation, all the hatred with which that government honors your 
iad'ofir principles \ knowing the fecrct tre^tie» which unite the courts leagued 
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tg^inft free people, confident that our fuccefs can alone fupprefs the proje6l« of 
vengeance which arc perpetually nourifhed in the breaft ot your ancient tyrant, 
feeing that fome revjîrxès aftei-wards effaced, might excite him to accelerate the 
execution of his defigns, I prefcribed to this Vice-Conlul, 

I ft. To concert with the commander of our naval forces in the Chefapcak, 
to have collefted at Baltimore all the commercial yeflels whij;h may be in th« 
open and unlate road of Norfolk. 

2d. To have the armed veffeis anchored, according to cuftom, in the advanced 
^ard.of the convoy, 

3d. To eftablifh a fevere police in the road for the purpofe of preventing jdif^. 
order, and protecting our property from incendiary euterprizes, fufficiently fa* 
miliar to our common enemy. 

4tli. To found the local government of Maryland, to know whether the fort*, 
which fonn a part of the defence of «Baltimore, could, not Jje repaired. 

Citizen Moiflbnier, animated bjr a veiry pure patriotifm, has doubtlefs mixed, 
9, little warmth in this latter ftep 5 but I do not fee, Sir, that he has merited 
the admonition you mention, and that the ooeafuros taken for the fe^curity of the 
road, can compromit, in any manner, the_peace of the United States. God. 
grant that you may long enjoy, with honor, that peace fo plcafant and happy. 
It is the very finc^rc wim of your friends j it is mine j but I-lhall not now dif- 
^mble more than I have hitherto done, that it is not the moft certain objeft of 
my hopes. Before having the happinefs of ferving a free people, I was employed, 
by a court, and I refided at feveral otheii. I liave been feven years a head of th» 
bureau at Verfailles, under the direclion of Vergennes. I have pafled one year 
^t London, two at Vienna, one at Berlin, five in Ruflia, and I am too well initi- 
ated in the myfteries of theie cabinets, not to tremble at the fate which menaces 
America ; if the caufe of liberty fhould not triumph, evciy where, for every- 
where where there is a throne, I wai-rant that you have an enemy., All tli 
princes, look upon you as our teachers ; almoft all conlider you as rebels, who 
muft fooner or later be chaftifed ; almoft all hive fworn Jour ruin as 'well as ourst 
and be aflured that George III has not entered into their league, but on this, 
condition. Your expedients, your managements will not change this fyftem, 
and if the mjnifters who refide with'you, hold a different language, it is only the 
better to deceive you. They triumph- at the fecurity into which they haVe 
plunged you, at the very moment when their courts are iniulting you in every 
quarter, except on your coalls, where they know we have forces ; but their tone 
will change whilft ours (hall remain invariably the fame,, true and fmccre. 

Accept my refpedy 

GENET. 



Germantown, Novembers, 1793» 
Afr. Jefferfitiy Secretary of State , to Mr, Genet y Minister of trance. 
Sir, 
T HAVE now to acknowledge and anfwer your letter of September 1 3, wherein. 
^ you defire that we may define the extent ot the line of territorial proteftion 
on the coafts of the United States^ obiei'ving, that gpvernments and juris. con- 
fultS| have different views on this fubjcft. 

It is certain that, heretofore, they have been much dividecl in opinion as 
to the diftance from their fea-coafts to which they might reaibnably claim a right 
of prohibiting the commitment of hoftilities. The greateit diftance to which 
any rei*pe6lable afTent anjong nations has been, at any time given, has been the 
extent of the human fight, climated at upwai'ds of 20 milts, and the fmalleft dif- 
tance, I believe, claimed by any natioiv whate^r, is the utmoft range of a can- 
non ball, ufually ftated at one lea-lcagiie. Some intermediate diftan««3s have alio 
%QSA inilited on^ a^d tlat gf three fea-leagues, lia» Ibmc authority ia its fgi?or» , 
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The diarafter of our coaft, remarkable in confiderable parts of it for admîttînfl^ 
«iQ veifels of fize to pafs near the (hores, would entitle Us, in reafon, to as broad 
a margin of protecled navigation, as any nation whatever. Not propofmg^ 
.ho^yever, at this time, and without a refpeclful and friendly communication, 
•ifvith the powers interefted in this navigation, to fix on the diftance to which we 
«lay ultimately infift on the right of proteftion, the Prefident gives inftniftion» 
to the officers, afting under his authority, to coniîder thofe heretofore given 
4hem as reftrained for the prcfenf to the diftance of one fea-league, or, three 'gco- 
jgraphical miles from the lea fhor^s. Tl^is diitance caft admit of no oppofition, 
^s it is retognized by treaties between fome of the powers with whom we are con- 
Tie^led in comipcrce,. and navigation, . and is a* little or lefs than is clainaed 
by any of them on their own coafts. • 

• Future occafions ,will be taken to enter into explanations with them, as to 
the ulterior extent to which we may reafonably carry our jurifdi^Vion. For that 
of the rivers and bays of foe United States, the laws of the feveral ftates are un- 
<lerftood to have made provifion, and they 'are, moreover, as being land-lockid 
within the body of the United States. 

Examining, by this rule, the cafe of the Britlfli brig Fanny, taken on the 
8th ,of May laft, it appears from the evidence, that the capture was made four 
or five miles froni the land, and ' confequently withbut the line provifionally 
^opted by the Prefident, as before mentioned. * 

I iarue the honor to be, &c. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 
> '■ ■ ■ ■ ■ " ■■ I 

Germantown, November lo, 1793. 
#*'•• Jefferjouy Secretary of State, to the Minister Plevipotentiarj from the Republic 
' of France^ to the United States, 
S I R, ^ 

AS in cafes where veflels are reclaimed by tlie fubjefts or citizens of the bel- 
ligerent powers, as having been taken within the jurildiélipn of tht United 
States, it becomes neceffary tO afcertain that fafl, by teltimony taken according 
to the laws of the United States, the Governor? of the feveral «ates, to whom the 
applications will be made in the firft inftance, are defired immediately to notify 
thei-ecJf, the attornies of their reljpeflive diftri^ls. The attorney is thereupon in- 
ftrufled to give notice to the principal agent of both parties, who may have come 
Ml with the prize, and alfo to the confuls of the nations intei'efted, and to recom- 
mend to them, to appoint, by mutual confent, arbiters to decide whether the 
.capture were made within the jurifdiftion of the United States, as dated to you in 
my letter of the 8th inftant, according to whofe award the Governor may pro- 
ceed to deliver the vefftil to the one or the other party. But in cafe the parties, 
or conful fliall not agree to name arbiters, then the attorney, or fonie period fub- 
itituted by him, is 1;o notify them of the time and place, when and wftere he will 
be, in order to, take the depofitions of fuch witnetfes as they may caufe to come 
before him, which depofitions he is to tranfmit for the iiifonnation and deci- 
fion of the Prefident. 

It has been thought beft to put this bufmefs into fudi a train, as that the 
examination of the iaft may take place immediately and before the witneffes may- 
have again departed from the United States, which would too frequently hap- 
pen, and eipecially in thfe diftant ftates ; if it (houM be deferred till infonnation 
is fent to the executive, and a ipecial order awaited to take the depofitions. 

1 take the libei'ty of requefting that you wiH be pleafed to give liich inllruc- 
tions to the confuls of your nation, as may facilitate the objeft of this regulation. 
I urge it with the more eameftnefs, becaufe, as the attorjiies of the diftrifts are 
for themoft part engaged in much bufmefs of their ovm, they will rarely be able 
^o attend more than o«e appointnaent, and confequently, the party who ihguM 
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-fail, from négligence or other mbtîves to produce hîs wîtneflts at the rîme ançl 
place appointed, might lofe thé benefit of their tefitimony altogether. This prompt 
procedure is the more to be infilted on, as it will enable the Prefident, by an 
immediate delivery of the vefTel and cargo to the party having title, to prevenC 
the injuries confequent on long delay. , 

I have the honor to be, Ê?r. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 

TRANSLATION. 

I New- York, November i+th, 179^. 

2d year of the French Republic. 
^e Ciiizen Genet, Minifter Plenipotentimry from the Republic of Trance, to the 
United States, to Mr. Jefferfon, Secrefary of Sta^e of the United States. 
Sir, 
HAVE received the Exequatur of citizen I3annery''s commiflion as Conful^ 
and immediately tranfmittcd it to that public officer. 
I /hall prefent to the Executive Council of the republic. Sir, the judicious re- 
flexions which you have made on the attribution of the confular funftions, 
which are, in fa£t, reduced by the commiffions of our confiils, to the limits of 
the cities of their refidence ; which, certainly, is not the intention of the coun- 
cil. I fliall alio lay before them the pbiervation you have piadé relatively to the 
addrefs of our coniular commiffions, and they, in their wifdom, will adopt the 
alterations of which this matter appears fufceptible, agreeably to the text, fpirit, 
and bafis of your cpnftitution. However, as it is not explicit in this relpeft, 
and as the furnSHons atjtributed to the Prefident of the United States, relatively 
to the reception of foreign minifters, appear to be only thofe which are fulfilled 
In courts by the firft minifters, for their pretended fovcreigns, to verify purely 
and fimply the powers of foreign agents accredited to their mafters, and irrevo- 
cable by them when once they have been admittedv I fliould be glad. Sir, in 
order the better to fix the ideas of the French council on this interefting queftion, 
that you would have the goodnefs to enlighten it with your knowledge and that 
-ff your learned colleagues, which I ihall faithfully tranlmit to my fuperiors. 

Accept my refpeh, 
GENE T. 



Jl^r. Jefferfon, Secretary of State, to Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipotentiary from 
the Republic pf France, to the Umted States. 

^ Germantown, November 22, 1793. 

Si^, 
In my letter of O^lober 2, 1 took the liberty of noticing to you,.that the com- 
miffion of conful to M. Danneiy, ought to have been addrefled to the Prefident 
of the United States, he being the only channel of communication between this 
country and foi'eign nations, it is from him alone that foreign nations or their 
agents are to learn what is or has been the will of the nation, and wliatever 
he communicates as fuch, they have a right, and are bound to confider as thî 
expreffion of the nation, and no foreign agent can be allowed to queftion it, to 
interpofe between him and any other branch of government, under the pretext 
of either's tranfgreinng their fun^ions, nor to make himfelf the umpire and final 
judge between them. I am, therefore. Sir, not authorized to enter into any 
difcuffions with you on the meaning of our conftitution in any part of it, or to 
prove to you, that it has afcribed to him alone the adnfiffion or inderdlftion of 
Foreign agents. I inform you of the faft by authority from the Prefident. I had 
obferved to you that we were perfuaded, that in the cafe of the conful Danneiy, 
the error in tiie addi-efs hîul proceeded from no intention in the Executive Coua- 
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eîl of France to qneftlon the funélions of the Prefident, and therefore no difficulty 
was made in iffumg the conimiflicn. We are ftili under the lame periuafion. 
But in your letter of the 14-th init. you perfonallj queftion the authority of the 
Prefident, and in confequence of that have not addiefled to him the commiflions 
of MeflI-8. Pénnevert and Chervi, making a point of this formality on your part, 
it becomes neceffary to make a point of it on ours alfo, and I am therefore 
charged to return you thofe coram ifiions, and to inform you that, bound to enforce 
refp^ to the ordei* of things eftablifhed by our conftitution, the Prefident will 
iffue no Exequatur to any conful or vlcc-coniul, not direfted to him in theuiiial 
form, after the party, from whom it comes, has been appriied that fuch Ihouid 
ke the addrefs» , / ba^e the honor to be, &c, 

TH: JEFFERSON. 

TRANSLATION. 

Niw-YORK, 1 4.th September, 1793, 

ad year of the French Republic^ 
The Ciii^n Genef, Mtmjîer PUmpotentiary from the Rifpublù ojt France to tbe^ 
WnitedStates, to Mr, Jefferfon, Secretary of State oj the Utated States. 
Sir, 
'TTHE multiplied bufinefe, with which I have been loaded fince my ftay here, 
•^ has not iiitherto permitted me to acknowle ge the receipt of ycur letter to 
me of the 5th of Auguft \ it came duly to hand, and, as the decîûous it con- 
tains are only the confequence of thofe on which I have already made the ftrong- 
eft and the beft founded reprefentations, I have thought that I (hould leave the 
care of executing them to the federal government, becaufe it is not my bufinefs, 
in any manner, to give the confuU oi the republic orders contrary to the fenfc 
of our treaties, to prefcribe to them not to contiprm, . relative to the armaments 
and prizes made by our veffels, to the inltruftion* given them by authority 
fupenor to mine, and to enjoin on them to fuipend the efte(5l of the commi/fion» 
that our privateers liold from the executive council, and not from their dele- 
gate. With refpedl to the indemnity promiled by the Prefident of the United 
States to the Englifli minifter, in virtue of thejprinciples he has eftablilhed, it 
is not more in my power to confent to it, as, in my opinion, it is not in hia 
to promife it. For in order to operate this new appropriation of the funds of 
the republic, the confent of the legiflative bodies of b^jth parties is indil'penfable. 
However, Sir, though I have not the right to withdraw, authoiitatively, 
the commiflions of which our privateers ai'e poireflTed, although I am equally 
unable to conftrain them to fubinit to decifions which our treacles of alliance 
and commerce do not fanftion, and which the decifions given by lèverai ti'ibu- 
nals of the United States, which even the négociations with you, feem' to con- 
tradift, yet you may be aflured, that, after having fu]^orted as long as I have 
been able the rights and the interefts of the French people, I (hall negleft nothing 
to engage by periuafion our privateers to fufpend their cruiCes and change their 
deftination. The objeft for which we have encouraged the arming of all thofe' 
little veflTeU, was to deftroy the commerce of our enemies, and to block up their 
ièamen in ysvs ports, for the purpofe of accelerating the return of peace by a 
diminution of their ftrcngth. This plan was good, and notwithftanding the 
obftacles oppofed to it, it has fo fai* fucceeded, as to bring into our pofiefiTion 
fifty of their veflels, and to condemn to inaftivity an infinitely greater number. 
Tills objeft is now accomplifhed } fuperioF forces will accompiifli the relt, and 
if I have had the misfortune, by my obedience to my inftmaions, by my ob- 
ftinacy in acknowledging only the laws and treaties of the United States, to dif- 
pleafe fome Anglopbobifis or Anglomefiy I have at leaft the fatisfaftion of having 
rendered an important fcrvice to my country, whofc prcfcnt policy is entirely 
devoted to the war. 
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I am'vtry fenfiblc, Sir, of the meafures which you have taken to fruflrate 
the odious proje5ls of fome emigrants refugees of St. Domingo, and it were to 
be wifhcd tnat we could expel this race entirely, as' wcU as thofe of the emi- 
grants and ariflrocrats «f Europe, much more dangerous to the peace, liberty 
«nd independence of tile United States, than all the privateers in the world. 

GENET. 
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Oermantown, November 2 2d, 1793. 
Mf. Jeffiffotij Secretary ofSiaie, to the Minister FUmpoteniiary of France, 

Sir, 
N a letter which I had the honor of writing to you on the 1 2th of July, I in- 
formed you, that the Prefident expefted that the Jane of .Dublin, the Lovely^ j 
Lafs, and Frince William Henry, Britiih velTels, taken by the armed veflel- ' "^ 
Citoyen Genet, ihould not depart from our ports until his ultimate determination 
thereon ûio\ild be made known. And in a letter of the 7th Augull, I gave you^ 

the furtlier information, that the Prefident confidered tl\e United States as boun4, ^ 

piirfuant to pofitive afTurances, given in conformity to the laws of neutrality, to , 

cfFecluate the reftoration of, or to make compenfation for prizes, made* ru\)fequeRt - Î 

to the 5th day of June, by privateers fitted out of our ports ; that, confequentiv, 
he expelled you to caufe reftitution to be made of all prizes taken and brougnt 
into our ports, fubfequent to the laid 5th of June, by fuch privateers, in defefl: 
of which he confidered it as incumbent on the United States to indemnify the ' 
owners of fuch prizes 3 the indemnification to be reimburfci by tlie French * 

nation, .^ * 

This determination involved the brig Jane of Dublin, taken by the amied \ 

veffel Citoyen Genet, on the a4th of July, the brig Lovely La^s, taken by the ' 

fame veffel, on the 4th of July, and the brig Prince William Heniy, taken by the j 

fame Vtffeion the 28th of June, and I have it in charge to enquire of you. 
Sir, whether thefe three brigs have bqen given up, according to the determi- ' 
nation of the Prefident, and if they have not, to repeat the requifitiqn, that they 
be given up to their former owiiei's. 

/ ba've the honor to he^ tSc, / 

THî JEFFERSON, 
■ ♦ 

TRANSLATION. 

New- Yo RK, ^ 9th November,, 179 3. 

2d 5%ar. of the Republic; 

^e Citizen Genet, Minifler Plenipotentiary »f the French RefuBîic, toMr, Je^'er» 

fon. Secretary of State of the United States, 

Sir, 

T is not in my power to order the French vefïèls, which h^ve received letter* 

of marque in the ports of the United States, in virtue of our ti-eaties, in virtue 

of the molt precile inflru£lions to me, to reflore the prizes which they have been 

authorifed to make on our enemies, but I have long fmce prelcribed to all our 

confuls, neither to oppoib nor allow to be oppoled, any refiltance to the moral ^ 1 

force pf the juftice of the United States, if it thinks it may interfere in affair» 

relative to the prizes, or of the government,, if it perfilis in the fyilem againft * . , 1 

which I-have inceffantly made the beft founded reprefentations. 

Neither is it in my power. Sir; to confent that the indemnities, which your 

fovçrnmeni; propofes to have paid to the proprietors of the faid prizes, fhould . 

e' placed to the account of France, ift. Becaule no indemnity is due but when 
fome damage has been occafioned in theufe of a right which was not pofTefTed, 
whereas our treaties and my inlfa-uélions prove to me, that we wei-e fully au- 
thorifed to arm in your ports. 2d. Becaufe, according to our conlHtution as 
wdi as yoursi the executive ha» not tlie ai'bitrary appropriation of the funds of 
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the ftate ; and the executive council of France and their delegates, could d^' 
confent to a reimburfement of the indemnitieb in queftiori, but when the legifla- 
tive body ftiall firft have reneunced, under it» refponfibility to the people, the right 
which I have been expreflly inftrufted to maintain, and afterwards have granted 
the fums demanded by our enemies, and which have been pi-omifcd them by the» 
Prefidcnt* 

Acceft m refpeâi, 

GENET-. 



TRANSLATIOÎÏ. 

Niw-YORK, November nth, 1793. 
, 2d year of the Republic. 

^heCiiixen Gene:,MiHifler Plempatentiaryy of the Republic of France, to Mr. Jef- 
ferfotii Secretary of $tate of the Vmied States. 
Sir, ^ . ^ ....'. 

n^HE funds which were at the difpofitibn of the trench Republic for the year 
1793, Èeing exhauited by the colonial bills drawn on them, oy the confiderable 
cxpenfe which the continuance of the veffels «f the republic, in the ^rts of the 
United States occasions, by the fuccoiir which I have given to the nefugees from 
the Cape, the fupplies of all kinds which I have fcnt into the French colonies in 
America j in fine, the divers expenfes of the legation and of the adminiftration 
confided to me, I requett the favoi' of you to make known to tlie Prefident of 
the United States, that I am forced in order to face our engagements, and to re- 
lieve our moft prefiing neceflities, to draw on the fums >Vhich will become due 
to France, in the years 1794., and 95, until Congrefs fliall have taken into con- 
fideration the mode of reimburfement which I have been inftru6led to propofe to 
the Federal Government ; our contractors w3l be content with theie aflignments, 
provided they are accepted by the treafury of the United States, to be paid whcA. 
they become due. ' 

Accept my refpeB, 

GENET. 



TRAliSLATlOI^, 

' . New-YqriC, 14th November, 1793* 

2d year of the French Republic, 
The Ciiixen Geftet, Mimjier Plenipotentiary of the French' Repuhlicj to Mr. Jeffer- 
fin. Secretary of State of the United States. 
Sir, 
"TT becomes extremely important that you fhould have the goodnefs to inform 
"*' me without delay, whether I can draw, by anticipation, on the approach- - 
îng reimburfements of the debt of the United States to France j our agents being 
informed, that the funds which were at the difpofition of the republic for 1793, 
are exhaufted, have fufpended their fupplies and their enterprizes, until they 
fhall be alfured that the aflignments of the debt, which I may make to them in 
viituè of my powers, fhall be paid when due. As without doubt you will 
form to yourfelra juftjdea of all the branches of the fervice which will fuffer, 
as long as this authority fhall be withheld from me, I am perfuaded. Sir» that 
you will zealoufly fécond me in this négociation. Two*thoufand feamen and 
Ibldiers whom I fupport are on the eve of wanting bread. The repairs of our 
veffels are at a ftand. The indifpenfable expeditions of fubfiftence tor our colo- 
nies and France ai-e fufpended. The federal'government, without advancing a' 
fingle one of the payments fixed by law, can by two words figned by you or the 
Secretary of the Treafury, again put every thing into motion, until Congrel» 
fhall have taken into confideration tlie general mode of reimburfement which t. 
\^y% l^cen iAih-u^ed to coniiuunicate to you, and which alone can put me ix^ a 
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c^'ditlon to ftipply, at letft France for the tiMt campaign,^ fince it could not do 
fo far thiis one. The long nights, the thick fogs and the heavy fcas of winter will 
be favorable t« our . tranfports, by rendering left probable, the jpainful riiks to 
which the odiout principles bf England expofe neutral vcflels, and particularly 
thofe of the United Stat«g. 

Accept my reijpe<Sl:, 

GENET. 



Germantown, No^oemher ft^/i, I793. 
Mr» Jefferfonf Secretary of StatCy to Mr, Getfet, Minifler Pleni^Dtentictfy tf the FreneB 

Republic, 
Sir, I ' , 

I LAID before the Prefident of the United State», your two letters of the nth 
and 14th inftant, on the fubjeét of new advances of money, ind they were im- 
mediately referred to the Secretary of the Treafury, within "whole department 
Aibjeâ» 6f this nature liç, l'hâve now the honour of- enclofing y>u a copy of hi« 
Import thereon to the Prefident, in anfwer to your letters, and of aiding aiTurance» 
»f the reQpeâ and efteem of \ 

Sir, 
Your moft obedient and 
moft humble fèrvant, 

Th : J E F IP E 1 S N. 

^tht Secretary tf tbi treafury, upon two letters from the Mhijiir P^lenipfgnttary of 

Frcuue^ to the Secretary of State, federally bearin^dcAe the lltb and l/[ih ^f Nontem^ 

Ber, inftant, refpeBfully Reports to the Preftden$ of the United States, as fikivs : 
ift. npHE obje^ of thefc letters is to procure an engagement, that the billt 
X which the Minift«r may draw upon, the fums, which acconlin^^ to the 
terms refpeâing the contraéts of the French debt, would fall due in the ye^s 1 7^^ 
and 179J, fliall be accepted on the part of the United States, payable at the period» 
ftipnlated ,fDr the payments of thofe fums refpedively. 

The followmg confidcrations are fubmitted as militating againft the propolf aj.. 
rangemeitt-*- ; . 

I. According to the view entertained at the Treafury, of the fituation of thtac. 
«ount between Franpe and the United States, adjufting equitably the queftionof 
dcpretiatioo, there have already been anticipated payments to France equal, ^r 
nearly equal to the fums falling due in the courfe of the year 1794. 

iï. The provifion by law for difchàrgîng the principal of the French debt, coh 
templates only loans. Of thofe, which have been hitherto made, the fum unexi 
pended is not more than commenflirate with a payment which is to be made on th^> 
firft o^ June next, opon account of the capital of the Dutch debt. It is poflibh 
that a fund for this payment may be defivcd from another loan ; but it is known tc 
the Prefident, that from advices recently received, full reliance cannot be placed 
on this refource ; owing to the influence of the prefent ftate of European afikirs, 
npon the meafures of the United States for borrowing: It heed not be obferved 
that a failure in nYaking the payment referred to, would be ruinous to the eredit 
of the United States. 

The acceptance of the bills of the Minifter of France would virtually pledge the 
only fund, of which there is at prefent a certainty, for accompliihing that pay- 
ment, and as this is a matter of ftriâ obligation, direétly affe<fting the public cre- 
dit, it would not appear advifable to engage that fund for a different objeét, which, 
if the ideas of the Treafury are right, with regard to the ftate of our account with 
France, -does not ftand upon a iimilar footing. 

It woul^ be manifeftly unfafe to prefumc upon contingencies, or to enter into 
engagements to be executed at diftant periods, when the means of execution arc 
uncertain. 

N 
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But as there appears to be a difference of opinion between the Minifter of 
France and the Treafury, with regard to the ftate of the account between the two 
countries; it is ncceffary that fomething on this head fhould be afcertained. With 
this view, the Secretary of the Treafury will proceed without delay to take ar- 
raiiecn ents of or the adiuftment of the account. 

^ ALEXANDER HAMILTON» 

Secretary of the Treafury. 
'Tr ifi^ Behartwent, *> 

Nbw-York, %\ Ntmemher^ I793« 
Mr. Clinton, Governor of NevD'Yorky to Mr, Genet ^ Minifier Plenipotentiary i»f 

Franéi, 
Si R, 

AS by your 'etter of the iith infiant, I am informed that the .vefiel therela 
mentionei* now repairing at the wharf in tho £aft river,, is called the Car- 
magnole, and hat ihe v^as fitted out as a privateer, in the Delaware, I conceive it 
proper to tranmit to you a copy t>f a letter which I have fince received from the 
Secretary of v^ar, dated the I5tli inftant, in asfwer to one from me to the Prefi- 
dent of the Tnited States, informing him of your having withdrawn the commif- 
fions grantecto certain privateers, fitted out in the ports of the United States :^y 
which you ^iH perceive it to be the fenfc of the Pre|ident, that this veflfel ihould 
be entirelyiivcfted of her warlike equipments, and which, from the readinçfs you 
are pleafe^o exprefe to conform to the views of the Federal Government, I cao- 
not doubt will on the receipt hereof, be complied with, and that until this » 
cfFeâed on will not permit her to l^ave the harbour. 

I am, &c. 

Go : CLINTON. 



New- York, %^d November^ 1793»' 
2d year of the French Republic. 
cutis'* Genet f M^nrjler plenipotentiary from the French Republic ^ to General Clinton ^^ 
Governor of the fiate of NetifTork, 
Sir, « 

tHAVE received the letter which yoiTdid me the honor to write me the lift 
. inftant, as alfo the copy annexed to it, of a letter from the Secretary of War. 
The frelh requifitions which have lately been tranunitted to -you refpeâlng thç 
schooner Columbia, formerly called the Carmagnole, are only a continuation of the 
jfyftem which has been obferved towards me, from the very commencement of my 
miffion, and which evidently appears to be calculated to bafBe my zeal, to fill me 
vrith difguft» and to provoke my country to meafures diâated by a juft refentment» 
ivhich would accomplllh the wifhes of thofe whofe politics tend only to difimite 
Amerioa from France, the more eafily to deliver the former into thé power of the 
Englilh. >. 

Warned by this conjeânre, which is unfortunately but too well founded, in- 
ftead of proving to you as I could eafily do that the orders, which have been g^ven 
to you, are contrary to our treaties, to the conduft of the Federal Government 
ext«n towards the Eritiili nation, whofe packets and a great number of merchant 
velTeh 1 am well informed, have been permitted to»arm for defence in their ports» 
to the bonds of friendfhip which unite the people of both Republics, and to their 
mutual iatereft, fince the veffel in queftion i$ intended to fcrve as an advice-boat 
in our correfpondence with' the French iflands, which, by our treaties, you are 
bound to gaurantee, and in whofe fate your property is no lefsTnterefted tbanjours^ 
I will give orders to the conful and to the French ^commodore of the road, t# 
eonforiathemfelvesto every thing that your wifdom may think proper to direâ. 

Accept, Sir, my fincere and 
refpedful attachment, 

G E N fi T. 
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New- York, a4^i& Novemôer, 17954 
îT&tf Governor of NcwY^rk^ to the Frgfident of the United States» 
Sir, 

I HAVE recently received a letter from the Secretary of War, dated the lath, 
and alfo another dated the 1 3th inftant, in anfwer to mim of the 8.th of Sep-I 
temberlaft. i'-s 

On recurring to my correfpondencc with the minifter jf France, a copy of 
which was cnclofed in that letter, it will appear, that my o\]t&. was to procure 
• <he departure of the privateers Petit Democrat and Carraagnde, agreeably to your, 
decifion, communicated to nae iu a letter _ from the Secretary of War; dated the 
léÔi mi Auguft ; but a» it wa» mentioned to be your defire, thît forcible mcafureft, 
fliobldnot be reforted to, until every «ther eflfort Jiad been tri<i. i thought it 
proper to fubmit to your conûdcration the meafure'propofcd by thi French minifter. 
In the interim^ the Petit Democrat departed from this harbour i^thout liiy au^- • 
mentation of her military equipments, fo lar, as my knowledge extends. The 
Carmagnole ftill remains here, and itfecms is the veffel to which m^ letter of the . 
15th inftant refers. I now tranfmit a. fécond letter which I have wittcn to the • 
French minifter on this fubjed and his anfwer, and have only to reqfcft to be in- 
formed whether any farther interference on my part is expc(5led. 

As I Ihall ina Ihort time fet out for Albany, to attend the meeting 6^ our legif- 
lature, I take this opportunity of apprizing you of it, in order, that if ai^ arrange- 
ments are thought neceffary, which may require my peribnal attention,vhey may 
be concerted before my departure, as.it i& uncertain whether I Ihajl retu^ t« this 
f ity before fpring. 

I am, with fentiments of the higheft refp«i^ 
Youf jnoft obedient fe«vant, 

Gq: C L I N T Cn. 

New- York, %stb November^ 1793 
^' ad year of the Republic of Frant 

Citizen Genet y Minifer Plenipotentiary of tbe Republic of France ivitb the Ut^gj, 
States^ to Mr* Jefferfony Secretary of State of tbe United Spates. 

Sir, 

I ASK your pardon, if my difpatches precipitate themfelves with fo much rapi 
dity on you ; but events announce themfelves in fuch a manner, daily, that A 
am fcarcely able to trace and notify them to you. My preceding difpatches have 
prefented to you, complaints on the workings of the new emigrants, who inundate 
your continent. I. have affayed to. unnoaik to you, the. profound and double in- 
trigues ; I have^nôtified you of their infults to the French agents, and the perfonal« 
dangers which thcfc agents are daily expofed to, furfounded by thefe furies. At 
prefent, I have to inform you of fads, well charaderifed; and if I do not obtain 
juftice, I fliall, at leaft, have done my. duty, and my heart and my country will 
have nothing to reproach, me. 

It is announced to me, from Baltimore, that aoo colonifts are embarking, in the 
Chefapeake, for Jeremie*, The Philadelphia counter-revolutionary preffes ad- 
vertife, that two veffels are about taking paffcngers for the Molef . Thus,' Sir, 
it is no longer the good offices of an "ally, that France has "occafion to claim of the. 
federal government: — It is not to aid in our deftruâien, that. I have to conjure you 
—It is to intreat you, not to confpire in the lofs of a colony, which yau ought to 
defend, that tny, afiliéking duty is confined to. . 

With whatever fury they have -obpnately perjifedto paint mcy in libels, ivbiebl de- 
fpifcy as an enemy of the American people, and of thdr. government, and .as afpiring. 
to involve you in the war, yçu know, Sir, with what moderation I have reminded 

* Tna vejfel belonging to Air, Zjicbariab Copmann. 

•\ One is tbejbip Delatvare, captain Jaims Arty fitted out by fames Shoemaker, 
The otber is tbe Galliot Betfsy Hannah y captain Donanchany ftted out by Mcjfieurs 
Reed and Soder, 
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you tl the obligations which were impofcd on you. In that alfo, I have a clear 
• • confcience, of having been influenced, neither by. our fuccefies, tior,our nàlsfortune^. 

i have only ceded to provifory a<Sls, which, concAliag a mauifeft contradidion 
under an apparent modeft;^, avow the inability to defend us, andulurp, at the fame 
time, the right, to le^ us be attacked. 

I have in mypoffeffion, the proofs of a confpiracy, which broke out -in Septem- 
ber laft for the furretder of the Mole ; and the original paj^ers exiclofed, prove, 
* that it was concerted n firft days of 1793, an^ figned then with names which were 

not unmaflced till 7ti: September laft/ The confpiratord, adroitly concealed, were 
/ urging claims on the Republic, at the moinent they were treating '"^ith the Eng- 

* lifli niinifter, to th end, that- by this double intrigue, they might overthrow the 

true friends of thf French, andconduâ to its end their fliara^ful plot. Thcfc par- 
tial threads, whi^ difcover themfelves now, were only àcceflary portions of the 
confpiracy of a jrcal traitor, celebrated in the laft year^ now crufhed undef remorfe, 
and the contempt of the world. The French people, Sir, have baffled all thefe 
intrigues, andif ulterior proofs were wanting of their wi£dom, of their firm de- 
^ termination P be. free, and of the (lability of their government, you would fin4 
them in theiflorious ftruggle of the prefent campaign. I'herein, amidft great rc- 
Yerfes, fignl vidories, and attrocious confpiracies, the Cbloffus of the French 
people ratP itfelf majçftically, and makes their enemies tremble. Thefe then are 
* ' the friend under whofe wing^ America will brave the defpots who divide their 
hatred be^cen her and us. Thofe are the .friends, who, among the general mea- 
fur es of^igor» which circumftances force from them, do pot ceale a moment to 
' . rememK you, to except you from them. I'he demands, which I make of you 

\ ju the; name. Sir, are confined to this, that you will not fufier poignards, for 

[ ^ . their ^'affination, to be forged in your territory. 

I . I piy you, in confequence. Sir, to reprefent to the Prefident: of the United 

Stattt I ft* That the perfonal fafety of our confuls is threatened, at Charlefion and at 

^ \ JBal^Prc, and that little adivity is employed for their protedbion. ad. That 200 

" ^ co'^^ emigrant;» are embarking at Baltimore, and are perhaps departed to join 

\ ^ traitors of Jeremie — ^That two other vcffels, armed, doubtiefs, by our enemies, 

r ^ advertifed at Philadelphia, in the counter-revolutionary gaxe^s, to carry 

^ dTengers of the fame ftamp to the Mole, Saint Nicholas. That I know alio, of 

' . ny certain knowledge, that American Veffcls have, for fome thne^ carried provi- 

fions and war ftores to thefe two rebel places ; and, in fine, that the emifiaries of 

^ men, with whom fome of your minifters aflbciate, have gone to this iiland, whkh 

has been a long time the prey of a thoufand artful confpiracies, thefe to negocKite 

infurreâions, and the ruin of the commercial interefts of my country ; that it is 

on your territory, that all this is doiiog ; that it is in your country, in fine, that 

^ cxills tlie centre of the intriguing defolations of our ultramarine pofleflions. 

' I requefb you. Sir, to obtain .a definitive anfwer, from the fupireme bead oÉ the 
federal government, on thefe two objeâs, in order that I may, by the firfl oppor- 
tunity, inform the French government of the fteps I have takeb ill thisrefpe(^, and: 
of their effedl. ' > 

I (hall moreover take the liberty to propofe to you, a meafure, which I cannot 
adopt, but with your authority, and which would obviate the iubtèrfuges of trai- 
tors, and the coercive means- which you may Aot'pofièf». U is, to give orders ta 
tlje arfiied yeiTels of the Republic, to flop every American veflel dellined £bf the* 
ifland of Saint Domingo, which flail not have a pafiport- figiit^d by me. Thus 1: 
fliali' prevent the introdudlion of enemies, which may efcape your vigili(nce, «id 
we fliall guard your citizens from fedudions and dangers. I beg of you to tnakc 
known to me the intention of the Prefident on this propofition. 

Accept |ny refped, 

GENET. 



Philadelphia, ^ovemèèr 30^ I793. 
Mr. JefftrfWy Secretary of State, to Mt* Genet, Minijhr pffnipotenïiary of Frann, 
.Sir, 

I HAVE laid befbre the Prefident of the United States, your letter of Noyember, 
%St\iy and have now the honor to inform you, ^that moft of its pbjecâs, being 
beyond the powers of the executive, they can only manifeft their d^pofitions, by 
aâing on thofe which arc within their powers. Inftniâions are accordingly fent 
to the diftrid attorneys of the United Sfeatea, reading within ftates wherein French 
confttis are eftabliihed, requiring them to inform the confuls of the nature of the 
providoAt made by the laws, for preventing, as well as punifhing, injuries to their 
perfons and to advife and affift them in calling thcfe provifîons into aàivity, when- 
ever the occafions for them fhall arife. , , 

\t is not permitted, by the law, \o prohibit the departure of the emigrants to St. 
Domingo, according to the wifh you now exprefs, any more than it was to force 
them a^y,. according to that expreffed by you in a former letter. Our country it 
open to all men, to come and go peaceably, when they chufe ; and your letter docs 
not niention, that thcfe emigrants meant to depart armed and equipped for war. 
Left, however, this fhould be attempted, the governors of the ftates of Pcnnfylva- 
nia and Maryland are requefted to have particular attention paid to the vdTeU 
named in your letter, and to fee that no military expedition be covered or permit- 
ted, under colour of the right which the paffengers have to depart from thefc 
^ates. 

Provifîons not being clafied amofig the articles of .contraband, in time of war, it 
is poffible, that American veffels may have carried them to the ports of Jeremie and 
La Mole, as they do to other dominions oftlie belligerent powers; but if they have 
carried arms alfo, thcfe, as being contraband, might certainly have been flopped 
and confifcated. 

In the letter of May 15, to Mr. Ternant, I mentioned, that in anfwer to the 
complaints of the Britilh miniftcr, againft the exportation of arms from the United 
States, it had beei> obferved, «hat the manufaâure of arms was the occupation and 
livelihood of fome of our citizen»; that it ought not to be expelled, that a war 
among other nations fhould produce fucb an internal derangement of the occupations 
of a nation at peace, as the fuppreflion of a manufa(5lure, which is the fupport of 
fome of its citizens ; but that if they fhould export thefe arms to nations at war, 
they w^ould be abandoned to the feizure and confifcation, which the law of nations 
authorifed to be made of theni on the high fcas. This letter was handed to you, 
and you were pleafed, in yours of May 517, exprefsly to approve of the anfwer -which 
had been^given. On this occafion, therefore, we have only to declare, that the 
fame conduct will be obferVed, which was announc^ed on that. . 

The propolition, to permit all our VelTels, deftined for any port in the French 
Weft-India iilands, to be ftopped, junlefs furnifhcd with pafTports frorn yourfelf, is 
ib far beyond the powers of the executive, that it will beninnecelTary to enumerate 
ihe objeâions to which it would be liable. 
*•' 1 have the honor to bs, &c. 

Th: JEFTERSON. 

Wardens-Office, 
Philadelphia, %<)tb N<roember, 1793. 
J14r. Falcsner, Majier Warden of the Port of Phaladelphia, to bis Excelletuy Tbomas 
■ ^iffl^'^i Governor of toe Commoniv^altb of P^'nnfylvania* 
Sir, ^ 

IN obedience. to your excellency's letter of this morning, I have fecn Mr. Jacob 
Shoemaker, one of the owners of the fhip Delaware*; he informed me, that 
they intend their fhip for Cape Nichola Mole, and expeétcd to take a number of 
palTcngers, if they oflered ; but they afTure me, only one perfoii has, as yet, en- 
gaged his pafTage in the fhip Delaware ; I have requefted of Mr. Shoemaker and 
Captain Art, that whatever Frenchmen may engage their paffa^cs, that tliey will 
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hnng them to me, in order to declare the objeâ of their voyage. I have alio been. 
with the owners of the Goillette Betfey, who are Reed and Ford ; who inform» 
that ihe is not bound to Jeremie nor the Mole, but cl^irtered by a French gentleman 
for Guadaloupe, to go there in order to bring off his property ; fome paiTenger» 
are going in her for that iJland. You may reft alTured, I will pay every attention 
^o thoib velTels ; and if I can difcoyer any tfiing like armament, 1 (hall give your ex-» 
feUency immediate notice of it. 

I am your excellency's moft obedient 
Humble fervant, 

NATHANIEL FALCONER, 
Matter Warden of the Port of Philadelphia- 
Copy. 

A. J. D A L I. A S, Secretary^. 
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DEPARTMENT of ST ATE.io nmti 
THEREBY certify y that the preceding copies and 
tranjlations, beginning with a letter of May twen-- 
ty-Jecondy çne tboufand feven hundred and ninety-^ 
three ^ and ending with one of 'November twenty -- 
ninths one tboufand feven hundred and ninety -tbree^ 
are from originals^ or from authentic copies ^ in the 
office of the department qffiate. 

GIVEN under my band, this fourth day of 
December, one tboufand feven hundred^ and 
ninety^tbree^ 

T H ; J E F F E R S O N. 
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